January/February 2020
Volume 13, Issue 1

ACDEM’s Leamon Named “Recycling Rockstar,”
“Feeding Hoosiers Award” Winner

Health Dept. to Begin
Search for New Leader
Details on Page 3

January was quite a month
for Jodi Leamon,
sustainability coordinator
with the Allen County
Department of
Environmental
Management, as she
received recognition for her
work on a national and
statewide level.
The Indiana Recycling
Coalition named Leamon
one of 30 “Recycling Rock
Stars” in Indiana. The IRC
recognizes individuals who
have made a significant
impact on the organization,
its mission, and the circular
economy in the state of
Indiana.
“Of all the people involved
in sustainability issues in
the state of Indiana, it is a
high honor to be selected
as a ‘Rock Star’ and I can

Inside this issue:

Jodi Leamon (2nd from right) with the Allen County Department
of Environmental Management receives a County Civil Service
Award from the Board of Commissioners.
think of no one more
deserving,” said Tom Fox,
director of ACDEM. “This
recognition speaks well for
Jodi’s dedication and hard
work on behalf of
environmental issues.”

Leamon will receive her
award at a celebration
planned for June during the
IRC’s Annual Conference.
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Allen County 2019 Annual Report Released
The 2019 Annual Report
for Allen County has been
released by the Board of
Commissioners’ Public
Information Office.
“We are pleased to present
the Allen County Annual
Report highlighting our
ongoing efforts to improve
the quality of life for all who
call Allen County home,”
the board said in its

message to county
residents. ”This annual
report will provide an
overview of what our staff
members have worked on
and accomplished over the
past year, giving you as a
resident a closer look at
how your local government
works behind the scenes to
meet your needs.”

(continued on page 2)
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January an Award Winning Month for Leamon
(continued from page 1)

Leamon and other Department of
Environmental Management
employees have been involved with
gleaning crops in the fields of
Allen County in an effort to
reduce food waste.

In addition, The Society of
St. Andrew has presented
Leamon with the 2019
Feeding Hoosiers Award in
recognition of her support
and volunteer hours. The
Society of St. Andrew is a
not-for-profit, faith-based
national organization that
“brings people together to
harvest and share healthy
food, reduce food waste,
and build caring

communities by offering
nourishment to hungry
neighbors.”
“The food waste issue has
long been a pet project of
Jodi’s,” Fox said. “She has
worked tirelessly in the
past year to make it an
important part of ACDEM’s
mission.”
To top things off, Leamon
was given a County Civil
Service Award from the

Board of Commissioners at
its February 21 legislative
session in recognition of
her award-winning work for
ACDEM and the county.
Leamon has worked for
Allen County for seven
years, starting as an intern
with what was then the
Solid Waste District and
later becoming the
Business Technical
Coordinator.

Year in Review to be Available in Print and Online
(continued from page 1)
2019 Allen County
Annual Report
The 2019 Annual Report
is currently available
online at
www.allencounty.us/
annual-reports.
It will also be
distributed to public
facilities throughout the
community, including
county government
offices and branches of
the Allen County Public
Library.

Highlights of the 20-page
comprehensive report
include:




The value of
commercial and
residential building
permits in the county
topping $1 billion
dollars for the third
consecutive year;
A breakdown of
general fund revenues
and the distribution of
the county general

fund budget in 2019;


A review of efforts to
enhance economic
development in Allen
County;



A recap of some of the
major projects
undertaken by the
county Highway
Department, including
the conversion of 27
miles of gravel roads to
chip-and-seal hard
surfaces;



Reports from various
County elected officials
and departments under
the direction of the
Board of
Commissioners.



Development of a new
strategic plan for
county government;



Establishment of a new
project in the County’s
fight against substance
use disorder.

Commissioners Reorganize for the New Year
The Allen County Board of
Commissioners elected
new officers for 2020 at its
Jan. 10 legislative session.

second district
commissioner. She served
as the board’s vice
president last year.

During the meeting,
Therese Brown was
elected as the new
president. Brown is
serving her third
consecutive term as

Richard Beck, third district
commissioner, was elected
vice president for the
coming year. First district
commissioner Nelson
Peters, who was board

president last year, was
chosen to serve as
secretary. Beck was
elected to his first four-year
term in November 2018.
Peters has served as a
commissioner since 2005.
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County Health Commissioner Set to Retire in June
After 20 years serving as
Allen County health
commissioner, Dr. Deborah
McMahan announced
plans Monday to retire later
this year.
The announcement was
made at the Allen County
Executive Board of Health
meeting at Citizens Square
Jan. 27. The Executive
Board will begin the search
process for her
replacement in the coming
weeks. McMahan will step
away from her full-time
duties as health
commissioner in early June
and will remain with the
department part-time for a
short period following to
assist with the transition
and training of a new
health commissioner.
“Being a physician and the
health commissioner have

been the greatest
professional privileges of
my life,” McMahan said. “I
am grateful for the
opportunity to have both
worked one-on-one with
patients and with various
community groups and
residents on important
public health issues. In my
20 year tenure, I have seen
life and public health
become more complicated.
However, I am confident
our community leaders and
stakeholders will continue
to collaborate to ensure
Allen County is safe,
healthy and prosperous.”
McMahan was appointed
health commissioner of
Allen County in May 2000.
During her tenure she
helped lead successful
responses to numerous
disease outbreaks –

including the H1N1
influenza pandemic and
hepatitis A outbreaks; she
oversaw the development
of a community-wide
Children’s Health
Improvement Plan; and
she helped establish
collaborative partnerships
across sectors to combat
the local opioid and drug
crisis.
Throughout her career,
McMahan has also been
the recipient of numerous
awards and honors,
including the Milton and
Ruth Roemer Prize for
Creative Public Health
Work from the American
Public Health Association;
Torchbearer Award from
the Indiana Commission for
Women; the Raymond
Rosenberger-Minette
Baum Award from St.

Dr. Deborah McMahan plans to
retire in June after 20 years as
County Health Commissioner.
Joseph Community Health
Foundation; Paul Harris
Fellow; the Indiana
University Alumni
Association President’s
Award; and The Journal
Gazette 2017 Citizen of the
Year.

County Human Resources, EACS Form Internship Partnership
Allen County Human
Resources and East Allen
County Schools have
partnered to begin
connecting students with
high school internship
opportunities throughout
Allen County departments
and offices.
This partnership was
formed due to upcoming
diploma requirements, from
the State Board of
Education, that require
graduating students to
complete a project-based

learning experience,
service-based learning
experience or a workbased learning experience.
We see it as a great
opportunity to introduce
students to local
government and consider
Allen County, in particular,
as a future place for
employment, while also
fulfilling their degree
requirements.
Numerous departments
had interest in the

partnership and expressed
a willingness to participate.
County Council designated
$10,000 to begin a pilot
program so that we could
have several paid
opportunities.
Our first intern from Leo
High School, Andrew
Tierney, will be spending
the spring of 2020 with the
Highway Department,
where he will explore the
various specializations the
department has to offer.
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ATTENTION Department Heads and Elected Officials:
To recognize your OUTSTANDING employees, please send your Employee Recognition nominations to Kara
Simonoff at kara.simonoff@co.allen.in.us ASAP!! Available tickets include Komets, Science Central and the
Civic Theatre.
LIST OF EMPLOYEE RECOGNITON RECIPIENTS


Greg Peters, ACJC, Participated in ACJC Chili Cook Off - Winner: Most Creative/Non-Traditional



Aaron Collins, ACJC, Participated in ACJC Chili Cook Off - Winner: Best Overall



Jennifer White, Participated in ACJC, ACJC Chili Cook Off - Winner: Tongue Burner



Officer Gwendolyn King, Jail/Sheriff’s Employee of the Month - January



Curtis Auld, Building, Received a complimentary phone call from a constituent boasting about a job well
done



Derrick Wilson, Building, Received a complimentary phone call from a constituent boasting about a job
well done



Joseph Falk, Treasurer, Has shown a willingness to jump in and assist in any project with an attitude to
welcome additional work without complaint or hesitation



Arlene Deluna, Clerk, Donated to the United Way Bake Sale - Raffle Winner



Officer David Taylor, Allen County Jail Employee of the Month - December
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Judges Felts and Boyer Announce Retirement Plans
Two Allen County Judges
have announced plans to
retire in 2020.

know beyond a doubt that I
will miss being a part of the
Allen County judiciary.”

Allen Circuit Court Judge
Thomas Felts announced
he will not seek re-election
in 2020 for a fourth term on
the bench. Judge Felts
has served the citizens of
Allen County as a judicial
officer for more than 30
years.

Judge Felts’ current term
ends Dec. 31, 2020. He
was first elected in 2002,
succeeding Judge Thomas
L. Ryan. Judge Felts was
re-elected in 2008 and
2014.

“After much thought, prayer
and conversation with my
family, I have decided to
retire as Judge of the Allen
Circuit Court at the end of
my current term.” Felts
said. “Serving my
community and my state as
Judge have been the
professional honor of my
life, so I take this step with
a mix of feelings. I am
excited at the chance to
devote more time to
personal pursuits and to
my family, including my
three grandchildren. Yet I

Judge Nancy Eshcoff
Boyer, the first woman ever
to serve as an Allen
County Judge, has
announced that she will
retire from the bench
effective June 15, 2020.
“All I have ever wanted to
do was make a difference,”
Judge Boyer said. “Being a
Judge allowed me to do
that in ways I never
imagined. I’ve been a part
of everything from
improving the delivery of
justice statewide to helping
people keep their homes
right here in Allen County.

I’m so thankful for the
opportunity to have served
and so appreciative to the
citizens of Allen County for
their trust.”
Boyer, was appointed to
the bench by Governor
Evan Bayh in August 1991.
She was elected to her first
full term in 1992 and reelected in 1998, 2004,
2010 and 2016.
In addition to being the first
female Judge in the
county’s history, Boyer was
Chief Judge in 2019 when
Allen Superior Court had
five female judges at the
same time– a majority of
the Court – for the first time
in its history. She twice
served as Chief Judge
during 29 years on the
bench.

Allen Circuit Court Judge
Thomas Felts

Allen Superior Court Judge
Nancy Boyer

Trevino to Serve As Next Allen Superior Court Chief Judge
Allen Superior Court’s
Board of Judges has
elected Judge Andrea R.
Trevino to serve a two-year
term as the Court’s Chief
Judge, beginning in 2020.
The Chief Judge has
certain leadership and
administrative
responsibilities, including
overseeing Board of
Judges’ meetings, signing
the Court’s annual budget
and representing Allen

County on the Judicial
Conference of Indiana
Board of Directors.

serve our community,
deliver justice and rebuild
lives.”

“Allen County’s judicial
branch has a long history
of offering leadership and
innovation statewide,”
Judge Trevino said. “I’m
looking forward to the
chance to continue that
tradition as we look for new
and better ways to do our
jobs. Staying a step ahead
of the future is how we best

Judge Trevino has served
as supervising Judge of the
Allen County Juvenile
Center since March 2018.
At age 43, she is the
youngest woman to serve
as Superior Court’s Chief
Judge, assuming the role
less than two years after
taking the bench.

Allen Superior Court Chief
Judge Andrea Trevino
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Dept. of Environmental Management News
ACDEM Launches New Website
Check out ACDEM’s new mobile-friendly and ADA-compliant website! Local donation
and recycling locations, zero-waste tips, and more can be found at
acwastewatcher.org. The Americans with Disabilities Act Standards for Accessible
Design state that all electronic and information technology, including websites, must be
accessible to people with disabilities. Users can scroll to the bottom of
acwastewatcher.org and click “Accessibility” to adjust the font size and contrast mode,
i.e., full color or black and white. Users also have the option to view text for non-text
content like a photo or dialogue in a video. What are your thoughts about our new
website? Submit your feedback here: acwastewatcher.org/contact. Your experience and
feedback is important to us!
Sam’s Club Recycling Site Relocated to Byron Health Center
As of Jan. 31, ACDEM’s Community Recycling Drop-off Site located at Sam’s Club on
Lima Road has closed. The new site is located at the parking lot adjacent to the Byron
Health Center, 12101 Lima Road. The hours of operation are Tuesday-Saturday, 8 a.m.4:30 p.m. Please review local recycling guidelines on our new website.
Tox-Away Tuesdays
Cleaning out your garage or basement? Dispose of unwanted household hazardous
waste (HHW) products safely at Allen County Department of Environmental
Management's Tox-Away Tuesdays program.


When: Every Tuesday 9 a.m.-2 p.m. (residential drop-off only)



Where: ACDEM's Household Hazardous Waste Facility, 2260 Carroll Road, Fort
Wayne



Fees: Review product fees and guidelines on our website.

Schedule a Waste Assessment to “Green” Your Department
New year, new zero-waste workplace goals! Schedule a waste assessment for your
department to learn where you can save natural resources and money by being more
efficient. ACDEM offers waste assessments free of charge to local businesses, nonprofit
organizations, and governmental agencies. A waste assessment is an on-site evaluation
of the waste stream and recycling potential of an organization. ACDEM would love to
assist your business or organization in the implementation of a waste reduction program
in your workplace. Contact Jodi Leamon, ACDEM’s Sustainability Coordinator, at
jodi.leamon@co.allen.in.us to schedule an appointment.
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Chili Cook Off !
Friday, February 28
Building Department
Conference Room
Citizens Square
Building, 1st Floor
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Stop by to sample some great chili recipes for a minimal donation and vote on
your favorite!
For an additional donation, a bowl of your favorite chili can be yours in a
collapsible/reusable bowl.
To reduce waste during the Chili Cook Off, we have partnered with Allen County Department of
Environmental Management (ACDEM) to provide environmentally friendly, sustainable products
to sample some awesome chili!
Biodegradable utensils and collapsible/reusable bowls will be available along with a display from
the ACDEM’s compost bin for those interested in at-home sustainability!

All proceeds will go to the United Way of Allen County

The ACE
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Allen County Extension Office News & Events
ANNUAL ALLEN COUNTY 4-H PLANT SALE FUNDRAISER
Allen County 4-H Clubs, Inc. is sponsoring their annual Plant Sale Fundraiser. All
proceeds benefit 4-H youth development programs in Allen County. Orders must be
placed and payment received by March 31 or while supplies last. Pick up location will be
the Allen County Fairgrounds, 2726 Carroll Road in the Lions Cattle Barn. Pick up will
be Thursday, May 7, 5-8 pm or Friday, May 8 from 9 am-12 Noon. No refunds for orders
not picked up. Orders not picked up will be available for resale. For order forms and for
additional information call the Purdue Extension Office, Allen County at 481-6826 or visit
our website at www.extension.purdue.edu/allen to download an order form.
4-H FLING FUNDRAISER
Allen County 4-H Clubs, Inc. will be hosting a 4-H Fling Live & Silent Auction with
Chicken Dinner on Saturday, February 29, 2020. The event will take place at the 4-H
Exhibit Building on the Allen County Fairgrounds, 2726 Carroll Road in Fort Wayne.
Dinner will be served from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. or until sold out. The live auction will begin
at 6:30 p.m. The public is invited to attend to help support 4-H opportunities for youth in
Allen County. Auction items include Disney Park Hopper tickets, Pizza Hut pizza for a
year, golf packages, assorted gift baskets, and much more. We will also auction
sponsorships of livestock shows and other 4-H events during the 2020 Allen County
Fair. The meal includes a half roasted chicken, two sides, a dessert, and a beverage.
Meal prices at the door are $10.00. All carry-out meals are $10.00. Reduced price presale tickets for $7.00 each are available at the Purdue Extension – Allen County Office,
4001 Crescent Avenue on the Purdue Fort Wayne campus until February 28. All
proceeds from this event go to Allen County 4-H youth programs. For additional
information, contact Purdue Extension – Allen County at 260-481-6826.
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If your department is celebrating an accomplishment or doing
something good in the community, send along a picture and
information to the “ACE” for our next edition!

Thanks to all who took the time on Jan. 14 to donate blood with the
American Red Cross at our Winter Blood Drive. Because of your
donation, and the help of the other volunteers, we were able to collect
53 units of blood. We hope that we will see you again at our Summer
Blood Drive scheduled for June 16.

Members of the Allen County Sheriff’s Department joined with officers
from other local law enforcement agencies for this photo, taken by John
McGauley, which is part of a billboard campaign started by Jerry
Vandeveer to show “Appreciation 365” for our police.

The Allen County Commissioners were
pleased to welcome to their Jan. 24
legislative session the trophy which will be
presented to the champions of the Fort
Wayne Regional of the NCAA Women's
Division I Basketball Tournament. The
games will be played at the Allen County
War Memorial Coliseum on March 28 & 30.

Allen County Commissioners participated in the
groundbreaking for SDI La Farga’s expansion in
New Haven on Feb. 10. The $16 million project
will increase production by adding a second
furnace used to melt recycled copper.

A big Thank You to everyone who stopped by the Human Resources/United Way Bake Sale on Feb. 14 and donated. The
grand total from your contributions was $1319.60! Also congratulations to Arlene Deluna for winning the Komets Hockey
Tickets which were part of a drawing during the sale.
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And You Thought Christmas was Over...
On December 18, the Treasurer’s, Recorder’s and Auditor’s Offices had a Holiday Contest to determine which could decorate their
area the best as well as wearing the best holiday sweater! Three judges selected the following winners for both categories and
everyone did a phenomenal job!
Ugly Christmas Sweater Winners:
3rd Place:

Chandra Reichert

2nd Place:

Ashley Pratt – Christmas Tree Hat

1st Place:

To Lit to Quit

Runner Up:

Jennifer Gregory

Area Decoration Winners:
3rd Place:

Back Wall/Row of the Auditor’s Office with special note to the melting snowman and the beautiful snowflakes

2nd Place:

Cozy Christmas before the Fire

1st Place:

Nicole’s House of Many Colors

Honorable Mentions: The Knight Before Christmas, Mexican Christmas, The Gingerbread Lane, Treasurer’s Nutcracker, Renata’s
Office, White Christmas
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Employee News: The Latest News About You!
New Employees


The Wayne Township Assessor’s Office welcome’s their newest team member, Kayla Overbay.



Liz Firestine has joined Allen Circuit Court as the IV-D Administrative Assistant.



New employees in the Clerk of the Courts office are Becky Molargik, Court Records Deputy III in the Court
Records/ Family Division; Valentina Husidic, Court Records Deputy III in the Small Claims Division; and Kathryn
Yagodinski, Court Records Deputy III in the Small Claims Division.

Promotions


Taylor Kovach was promoted to a Court Records Deputy IV – Felony position in the Court Records Division in the
Clerk of the Courts office.

New Positions & Transfers


Laura Relue has accepted the position of Civil Court Reporter with Allen Circuit Court.



Aubury Durnell has accepted the position of Family Division Administrative Assistant with Allen Circuit Court.



Samantha Baker has transferred to Records Management Division in the Clerk of the Courts office.

Leaving Us


Wendy Myers left the Allen Circuit Court to pursue other ventures.

Accomplishments & Awards


Jason Furge with the Wayne Township Assessor’s Office completed his Level III Assessor-Appraiser certification.



DPS Principal Planner Sarah Jones received her American Institute of Certified Planners certification in Nov 2019.



Tyler Wasson from the County Assessor’s Office has received his Level II Assessor-Appraiser Certification. Jill
Grueb and Timothy Planck, also from the County Assessor’s Office, received their Level III Assessor-Appraiser
Certification.



The Allen County War Memorial Coliseum has been named a “Prime Site” by Facilities & Event Management
Magazine for the 19th consecutive year. “Pollstar,” a leading concert industry publication, has also ranked the
Memorial Coliseum as No. 146 in the world and No. 85 in the United States on its 2019 Year To Date Top 200
Arena Venues for Worldwide Ticket Sales report with 103,064 concert tickets sold between November 22, 2018 and
November 20, 2019.

Condolences


We send our sincere condolences to Beth Lock in the Board of Commissioners’ Office following the passing of her
mother-in-law, Linda A. Lock, on February 21.

About the ACE
The Allen County Employees’
newsletter (The ACE) is published
every other month by the Allen County
Public Information Office.
Information. Inquiries and story
ideas may be sent to The Allen
County Commissioners Office,
c/o The ACE, 200 E. Berry St.,
Suite 410, Fort Wayne, IN 46802.
Submissions may also be made to:

We’re on the Web at

michael.green@allencounty.us

www.allencounty.us

Daylight Saving Time
Returns March 8
Remember to set your clocks ahead
one hour the night before!

