September/October 2019
Volume 12, Issue 5

New Regenexx Benefit Available January 1, 2020
Allen County now offers
Regenexx under your
health plan, effective
January 1, 2020.

Remember on Sunday,
Nov. 3, to “fall back”
and set your clocks
back an hour to mark
the end of daylight
saving time.

Regenexx is the leader in
interventional orthopedics,
treating many common
orthopedic injuries
including osteoarthritis;
tendon and ligament
sprains and tears; bulging,
torn, and herniated discs;
rotator cuff and meniscus
tears; carpal tunnel
syndrome; tennis and
golfer’s elbow; and many
more.
Regenexx procedures use
advanced orthobiologics,
including bone marrow

concentrate and blood
platelets, processed in an
on-site lab and injected
using precise imageguidance (ultrasound and
fluoroscopy) into the
precise area of your injury.
Regenexx procedures use
your body’s natural healing
agents that replace 70% of
what was previously only
treated with surgery. This
applies only to elective
orthopedic surgery without
fracture related care and
acute care trauma.
To find out whether
Regenexx is right for you,
call (260) 217-0365 to
speak with an Allen County

Care Coordinator. Learn
more about Regenexx and
your benefits at
https://regenexxbenefits.com/
allen-county. Regenexx is a

covered benefit under your
employer’s health plan.
And don’t forget that the
open enrollment period
continues through
November 12, 2019.
Enroll through Kronos to
maintain coverage in 2020.
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Memorial Coliseum & Allen County Council of Veterans
Organizations Announce Veterans Day Activities
The annual Veterans Day
Parade on Parnell Avenue,
sponsored by the Allen
County Council of Veterans
Organizations, will be held
Saturday, November 9 at
11:00 a.m., with a
ceremony immediately
following the parade at the
Allen County War Memorial
Coliseum..
The parade line up will
start at 10:00 a.m. at the
corner of State Street and
Parnell Avenue. The
parade will start at 11:00
a.m. and travel north on
Parnell Avenue to the

Memorial Coliseum.
Guests attending the
Veterans Day ceremony
will be directed to enter the
Parnell Avenue employee
parking lot entrance at the
west side of the complex.
The ceremony will be held
immediately following the
parade in Memorial Hall.
For more information about
the Veterans Day Parade
and Ceremony, visit the
Allen County Council of
Veterans Organizations
website at
accov.weebly.com, visit

them on Facebook, or
contact Alan Schuette at
schuette82@gmail.com.
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Winter City-County Blood Drive Set for
Jan. 14
The annual County & City
Employees Winter Red
Cross Blood Drive is set for
Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2020,
from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. in
the Omni Room of Citizens
Square.
There is always a need for
blood in the United States.
Accidents, surgeries and
other everyday
occurrences require a
constant supply of
donations. With our help,
the Red Cross can meet
that need!

Individuals who are 17
years of age, meet weight
and height requirements
(110 pounds or more,
depending on their height)
and are in generally good
health may be eligible to
donate blood.

Make a Blood Donation
Appointment in the upper
right corner of the page,
and then enter the sponsor
code citsq.

Donations will be accepted
by appointment only in
order to keep the time
investment to a minimum.
You can make your
appointment yourself
online by going to
redcrossblood.org, click on

call 449-7671 to make your
appointment. Make sure to
provide your name, email
address, date of birth or
Red Cross Donor ID #, and
the time you wish to
donate.

You can also send an
email to
michael.green@allencounty.us or

Election Board Announces Creation of
Jeanne Nicolet Delivering Democracy Award
The Allen County Election
Board recently announced
the creation of the Jeanne
Nicolet Delivering
Democracy Award. The
award will be presented
after every Allen County
election to recognize the
outstanding effort of an
election worker who made
a difference for Allen
County voters.
The award is dedicated to
the life and legacy of
Jeanne Nicolet, who
served as the Allen County
Assistant Director of
Elections and as an
election volunteer and
worker for more than 30
years.

Jeanne passed away in
July of 2019, but she will
always be remembered for
her hard work, loyalty,
integrity, friendship and
absolute dedication to fair
and accurate elections in
Allen County.
The individual who
receives the award will
have demonstrated
exceptional effort and
service while working as an
election worker for the
Allen County Election
Board.
Nominations will be
accepted at the Allen
County Election Board
office and through its
website at

allencountyvoters.info
through November 8.
The winning nominee will
be recognized by the
members of the Allen
County Election Board at
their November 15
meeting.
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“Violins of Hope” Concert Set for Nov. 14 at
Courthouse
“Violins of Hope” is a collection of restored instruments played by Jewish musicians
during the Holocaust. These instruments have survived concentration camps, pogroms
and many long journeys to tell remarkable stories of justice and free expression. Lead
partners The Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne and Fort Wayne Philharmonic have been
partnering with local groups and organizations on a community-wide series of events
centered on these instruments during November. One of these concerts will take place
on Thursday, November 14, at 7:30 p.m. at the Allen County Courthouse.
GENESIS OF VIOLINS OF HOPE
Amnon Weinstein has spent the last two decades locating and restoring violins that were
played by Jewish musicians during the Holocaust. He dedicates this important work to
400 relatives he never knew. These grandparents, uncles, aunts, and cousins stayed
behind in Eastern Europe when Amnon’s parents, Moshe and Golda, immigrated in 1938
to Palestine, where Moshe opened a violin shop. After the war, Moshe learned that his
entire family—400 in all—had been murdered during the Holocaust. The pain of this
discovery led to his first heart attack. Moshe never spoke of his family again. When
young Amnon would ask Golda about their relatives, she would show him a book about
the Holocaust. Pointing to the ghastly photos of the dead, she would say, “This is our
family.” She would break down in tears, unable to explain further.
After growing up to become one of the most respected violinmakers in the world, Amnon
became determined to reclaim his lost heritage. He started locating violins that were
played by Jews in the camps and ghettos, painstakingly piecing them back together so
they could be brought to life again on the concert stage. Although most of the musicians
who originally played the instruments were silenced by the Holocaust, their voices and
spirits live on through the violins that Amnon has lovingly restored. He calls these
instruments Violins of Hope.
THE VIOLINS
For Jews enduring utter despair and unimaginable evil during the Holocaust, music
offered haven and humanity. The strains of a beloved song supplied solace, even if only
for a few moments. The chords also provided a vital reminder that even the most brutal
regime could not rob them of their faith. No matter what, their souls could be free.
In some cases, the ability to play the violin spared Jewish musicians from more grueling
labors or even death. Nearly 50 years ago, Amnon Weinstein heard such a story from a
customer who brought in an instrument for restoration. The customer survived the
Holocaust because his job was to play the violin while Nazi soldiers marched others to
their deaths. When Weinstein opened the violin’s case, he saw ashes. He thought of his
own relatives who had perished, and was overwhelmed. He could not bring himself to
begin the project.
By 1996, Weinstein was ready. He put out a call for violins from the Holocaust that he
would restore in hopes that the instruments would sound again.
Works by Beethoven, Barber, Korngold and others will fill the rotunda at the Allen
County Courthouse on November 14. Guest speaker Michael Rush will weave a
narrative throughout the concert, telling stories about the heroic musicians who inspired
the creation of these Strings of the Holocaust. Tickets are free but must be presented in
order to attend the show. Tickets may be obtained online at fwphil.org.
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Two Chosen to Receive 2019 Vandeveer Impact Awards
During a ceremony Sept.
30, the Allen County Board
of Commissioners
presented the 2019 Linda
and Jerry Vandeveer
Impact Award to Alex
Cornwell, owner and
publisher of the Waynedale
News, and Mariesa Rang,
a lecturer in speechlanguage pathology at
Purdue Fort Wayne.

Alex Cornwell and Mariesa
Rang (foreground) were awarded
the 2019 Linda & Jerry
Vandeveer Impact Award by the
Allen County Board of
Commissioners. Pictured along
with the honorees are (left to right)
Commissioners Nelson Peters,
Richard Beck and Therese
Brown, Jerry Vandeveer, and his
son, Gerald.

Cornwell was cited for his
devotion of hours of
professional and personal
time for projects that have
positively impacted
Waynedale. They include
creation of the Waynedale
visitor’s guide, founding the
Waynedale Business
Chamber and the
Waynedale Improvement
Team, working to bring
sidewalks and trails to the
community, and initiating
the Waynedale corridor

project with the city of Fort
Wayne.
Rang’s project began in
2012 when she realized
that first responders were
receiving no training in how
to communicate effectively
with those who have
complex communication
needs. Homeland Security
noted when the program
first started that it was the
only training of its kind
offered in the United
States. Within one year of
starting her program, Rang
had trained more than 800
Allen County first
responders. Over the
course of the past three
years, 75 training sessions
in 29 departments and
cities in Indiana involving
nearly 2,000 first
responders have been
presented.

Both Cornwell and Rang
received personal plaques
and their names were
included on a permanent
plaque that is kept in the
commissioners’ office.
Both also received $250
checks from Fire-Police
City-County Federal Credit
Union which is handling a
special account
established by an
anonymous donor for
recipients of the award.
The commissioners
announced establishment
of the award in 2016 to be
presented annually to an
individual or individuals
who reside in Allen County
and have lived a life of
service to our community
outside of their regular
profession in the example
and tradition set by the
Vandeveers.

Allen County’s “Billion Dollar Boom” Continues
Allen County officials may
not be surprised that
building permit values
exceeded $1 billion for the
third consecutive year. But
they probably didn’t expect
that mark to be reached so
soon in 2019.

The Allen County
Commissioners, along with
representatives of the commercial
and residential construction
industries, announce that building
permit values have exceeded $1
billion for the third consecutive
year.

According to data from the
County Building
Department, building
permit values for the
county totaled $1.18 billion
as of August 27. It took
nearly all of 2017 to reach
a billion dollars and about
11 months to accomplish
the feat last year.

There have been 4,246
commercial building
permits issued through
August 27 — down by
about 600 from the same
time last year. Yet the
value of this year’s permits
reached $861.4 million —
more than double the value
from a year ago.
On the residential side,
15,138 permits were
issued through August 27
with a value of $324.3
million. That compares
with 13,188 permits with a
value of $292.2 million

from the same period in
2018.
County officials were also
pleased to see that the
number of permits acquired
online continued to grow.
54.5% of permits were
issued online through
August 27, compared to
49.3% last year.
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Composting for the Climate Can be Easy
by Jodi Leamon, Allen County Department of Environmental Management

Sometimes news about climate change can feel overwhelming, but there is something
we can all do at home to make a difference. One of the simplest climate-positive habits
to implement in the average person’s life is to start composting.
Let’s take a quick look at the science:
Organic material includes anything that decomposes like leaves, yard waste, food
scraps, and paper products. Organics that are thrown in the trash end up in the landfill,
where they make up the largest part of the waste stream nationally. Once buried in a
landfill, these types of material decompose without oxygen to release methane gas
which is a major contributor to climate change.
Composting is the decomposition of organic materials in the presence of oxygen. This
process does not produce greenhouse gasses but creates a nutrient-rich product that
can be used to improve soil fertility and grow plants that then help clean and cool our
environment.
Almost anyone can start composting using one of several methods. It can be a
complicated process or one that is hassle-free, depending on how involved you want to
get. The internet has thousands of resources for all kinds of situations including
apartment dwellers.
Items that can be composted are: yard waste, grass and leaves, fresh food scraps, old
leftover food, coffee and tea grounds and filters, paper towels and napkins, cardboard,
paper, pet fur, hair, and much more.
I prefer what I call “lazy composting”; I have a mesh barrel-sized container just outside
my back door where I chuck most of my organic waste and leave it to do its
decomposition thing. Some people prefer to be diligent about balancing carbon
(“brown”)- and nitrogen (“green”)-containing inputs. There are some who use red worms
to accelerate the decomposition of materials, especially in small indoor spaces. There
are very expensive compost bins and thousands of DIY versions that cost almost
nothing.
If you need to outsource your composting, there are some resources available. Yard
waste that’s too bulky for your home bin can be dropped off at the Fort Wayne Biosolids
Facility. We are recently lucky enough to have some businesses just starting up that will
offer pick-up services for your compostable waste, too.
Any organic material kept out of landfills is a step in the right direction toward mitigating
climate change. Taking on this relatively small change in lifestyle can make a big
difference while giving you the satisfaction of knowing you’re doing something to help
the entire planet. ACDEM can help you get started composting or provide more
information on other services available.
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Allen County Civil Service Award Recipient
Larry Weber
Surveyor’s Office
Larry has been with the county 25 years and serves as a hydrologist in the Surveyor’s
office. Larry “has built a reputation as not only a subject matter expert in the field of
drainage, but also as one of the most eager and willing supervisors who truly loves to
mentor new employees and collaborate with other departments. He also goes above
and beyond helping constituents address their concerns, regardless of his own
deadline and stress level.”
The Board of Commissioners announced establishment of the County Civil Service Award employee recognition
program in December of 2015. Nominations are considered for clearly demonstrating exceptional service, noteworthy
commitment or efficient and innovative ideas. All nominations will be reviewed and, if meeting program requirements,
the nominee will be awarded with a certificate and will be personally recognized for their service by the Board of
Commissioners.
If you wish to nominate a fellow employee, please be sure to provide context for the noteworthy event as well as specific
examples or stories. Nomination submission forms can be found on the Intranet (Documents/County Documents/Human
Resources/Civil Service Nomination Form).

Help the Allen County Dept. of Environmental Management identify and recognize the Sustainability Leaders of Allen
County! We're looking for individuals, businesses, and organizations who have implemented sustainability initiatives
and/or made a significant impact on waste reduction, reuse, recycling, and/or composting in Allen County.
Visit our website for more information and to make your 2019 Sustainability Awards nominations. For questions, contact
Jodi Leamon, Sustainability Coordinator at ACDEM, at jodi.leamon@co.allen.in.us.

Page 8

The ACE

Volume 12, Issue 5

The ACE

Volume 12, Issue 5

Page 9

Allen County Extension Service News &
Programs
The Allen County Extension Office will offer the following programs. Pre-registration is
not required unless otherwise noted. All programs are held at the Allen County
Extension Office on the Purdue Fort Wayne campus, 4001 Crescent Avenue, Fort
Wayne.
POPULAR DIETS TODAY: November 13, 7:00 p.m., at Parkview Behavior Health,
1720 Beacon Street
We seek information on healthy eating and end up being bombarded with tons of blogs
and videos on the internet and social media claiming to be the best and magic doorway
into a brand new healthy life. Unfortunately, not all of this information is accurate. Some
of this information can even harm us. This program will provide insight on popular diets,
diet trends and what is happening with our health in regards to nutrition and eating
patterns.
RECOGNIZING SCAMS: December 4, 1:00 p.m.
Scammers are constantly finding new ways to steal your money. You can protect
yourself by knowing what to look out for. Some of the scams we will discuss include:
debt collection; settlement and relief; foreclosure; imposter; mail fraud; mortgage
closing; lottery or prize winnings; wire or money transfers; the “grandparent scam; and
computer repair.
COOKING WITH AN AIR FRYER: January 7, 2020, 1:00 p.m.
One of the newest small kitchen appliances that has us searching the web for the latest
quick and healthy recipes featuring the use of it is the air fryer. Some manufacturers
suggest that utilizing an air fryers can cut the fat content of fried foods by up to 75%.
This presentation will highlight what an air fryer is, how it works, and the “pros and cons”
of the air fryer when it coms to our food.

PURDUE EXTENSION HOLIDAY BLOOMS FUNDRAISER
The Allen County Office of the Purdue Extension Service is holding its annual Holiday
Blooms Fundraiser to help keep Extension connected and growing. Florist-grade
poinsettia plants are available in 6” wrapped pots with 7-12 blooms. Each sell for $15.00
and are available in red, pink and white. Orders with payment must be placed by 12:00
noon on Wednesday, November 20, to the Extension Office. Pick up will be Thursday,
December 5, from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and Friday, December 6, from 8:00 a.m.to 2:00
p.m. at the Purdue Extension Allen County Office, 4001 Crescent Ave, Fort Wayne, on
the PFW campus. Order forms are available on the website,
www.extension.purdue.edu/allen. Any questions, please contact Dawn Scheuman at
260-481-6826 or via e-mail dmscheum@purdue.edu.
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Employee News: The Latest News About You!
New Employees


Sidney Conner, Emily Randol, Mikaela Numbers and Taylor Thompson have been hired as Court Records
Deputies in the Small Claims Division of the Clerk of the Courts office.



Yanet Lopez has begun work as a Court Records Deputy in the Court Records Division of the Clerk of the Courts
office.



Aubury Durnell took over as administrative assistant to Magistrate Steven Godfrey in September.

Awards & Achievements


Allen County Health Department Administrator Mindy Waldron received the McMillen Health Vitality

Award for the Wellness category on Oct. 10.



Allen County Commissioner Therese Brown was honored on Oct. 2 for her service to Indiana County

Government. The Arthur R. Himsel award is the highest award given by the Association of Indiana
Counties.


Allen County Commissioner Therese Brown has agreed to serve on the Indiana Transportation & Infrastructure
Advisory Council of U.S. Senator Mike Braun. Senator Braun serves on the U. S. Senate Environment & Public
Works Committee.



Allen Superior Court Magistrates Carolyn Sue Foley (left) and Sherry A. Hartzler

received Indiana Judicial College certificates at the September 2019 Annual Judicial
Conference. A judicial officer must complete 120 hours of education presented by the Indiana
Office of Court Services to receive this certificate.


Allen Superior Court Magistrate Lori K. Morgan was honored for 24 Years of Service on the bench at the
September 2019 Annual Judicial Conference.



Judge Andrea Trevino of Allen Superior Court has been named by Gov. Holcomb to the Board of Trustees of the
Indiana Criminal Justice Institute. ICJI is the state planning agency for criminal justice, juvenile justice, traffic safety
and victim services.
(more Employee News on Page 12)
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Employee News (continued)
Awards & Achievements


Allen Superior Court Judge Wendy W. Davis has been appointed to a new term on the Indiana Conference for
Legal Education Opportunity (ICLEO) Advisory Committee. The committee, appointed by the Indiana Supreme
Court, works to promote diversity in Indiana’s legal profession through the ICLEO program.



Ashlie Obermeyer, Eric Schannep, and Zach Lamb from the Wayne Township Assessor’s Office have received
their Level III Assessor-Appraiser certifications.

Births


Andrea Farmer and her husband Chris Farmer welcomed Matthew Thomas on Sept. 25. Andrea is a Finance
Deputy in the Finance/Support Division of the Clerk of the Courts office.

Does your department or office have a change in staffing you would like others in County
Government to know about? How about a significant achievement or award? Has there
been a special event that’s taken place in the life of an employee they would like to
share? Then send an email to michael.green@allencounty.us and we’ll put it in The ACE!

Page 13

The ACE

County Happenings

Allen Superior Court and the Great Kids Make Great
Communities initiative hosted the 30th annual Conference
On Youth on Oct. 3 at the Allen County War Memorial
Coliseum. 1,200 educators, youth care workers, foster
parents, faith-based organizations, service providers and
others registered to attend the conference. This year’s
theme was “Empowering You. For Them: Applying Positive
Youth Development Research and Practices.”

Volume 12, Issue 5

If your department is celebrating an accomplishment or doing
something good in the community, send along a picture and
information to the “ACE” for our next edition!

The Dept. of Environmental Management partnered with
the Fort4Fitness team to encourage runners to bring their
own refillable water bottles to race day and recycle any
plastic water bottles. The department also supported the
efforts of Changing Footprints - Allen County which
collected used shoes in any condition at the event to be
donated locally or globally or recycled. Over 300 pairs of
shoes were collected from attendees on race day.

Citizens Square, Grabill and Huntertown were hosts for our fall “County Night Out” meetings during September and October. The
events allow citizens the chance to meet the Commissioners and other elected officials and get information about programs and
services offered by various County departments.

The Allen County War Memorial Coliseum hosted a community
wide security training in October. The training focused on the
current threat landscape, situational awareness, active shooter
preparedness, current security initiatives, and DHS resources.
This venue meets and exceeds the security baseline.

Even a little rain couldn’t stop the Allen County Building
Department from hosting its annual cookout on Oct. 11 for
members of its staff and other county departments. The fare
included hamburgers, brats, chicken, baked beans, potato
salad, and desserts.
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continued from page 12

Allen Superior Court Judge Wendy Davis spoke to students at Wayne
High School about the civil liberties and the Courts on Constitution Day
Sept. 17. 54 judicial officers from around Indiana spoke to over 4,000
students, marking the 1787 signing of the Constitution.

The Allen County Health Department takes public health on the move...no
matter the weather! On Oct. 11 and 14, the department provided health
screenings to the local refugee population in partnership with IU Health
and Catholic Charities of Fort Wayne - South Bend.

The Allen County Board of
Commissioners announced that the
first round of an aggressive project to
convert the county’s gravel roads to
chip-and-seal hard surfaces has
been completed. The 28 miles of
gravel highways which were
converted this summer were chosen
based on factors such as continuity
to other paved roads, the width of the
stone pavement as part of the road,
and a minimum of two houses per
mile on the road. The total cost of this
first round was around $2 million and
the money came from the county’s
Local Income Tax (LIT) funds.

ACDEM joined Indiana's waste
reduction experts at the annual
Association of Indiana Solid Waste
Management Districts' Retreat and
Annual Business Meeting Oct. 1 & 2.

Allen County Homeland Security
held its Hazardous Materials release
exercise during the weekend of
Sept. 30. Prairie Farms Dairy was
the host site for the exercise.

Allen County Department of
Environmental Management’s
Communications and Outreach
Coordinator Aistė Manfredini and Allen
County Partnership for Water Quality’s
Water Quality Education Specialist
Jacquelyn Buck represented Allen
County at the 48th Annual North
American Association for Environmental
Education Conference in Lexington, KY.

Page 15

The ACE

Volume 12, Issue 5

An ounce of prevention is worth a
pound of cure!
We’ve all heard it but few of us implement this. Our health care is a key and our prevention is
priceless. Chronic diseases, such as heart disease, cancer, and diabetes, are responsible for 7 of
every 10 deaths among Americans each year and account for 75% of the nation’s health spending. These chronic diseases can be largely preventable through close partnership with your
healthcare team, or can be detected through appropriate screenings, when treatment works
best.
The best place to get started is an annual check-up with your family doctor. Regular health
exams and tests can help find problems before they start. They also can help find problems early, when your chances for treatment and cure are better. By getting the right health services,
screenings, and treatments, you are taking steps that help your chances for living a longer,
healthier life. Your age, health and family history, lifestyle choices (i.e. what you eat, how active
you are, whether you smoke), and other important factors impact what and how often you
need healthcare.
What’s even better? You can earn points by submitting your preventive care to Get the Point.
Here’s a list of services that you can submit for points. Please not, you can only submit each
test for points once annually even if you have test repeated throughout the year.
PSA for men over 50
women’s reproductive

prostate exam
Vitamin-D lab test

mammogram
Thyroid test

check
A1C

colonoscopy

C-Reactive Protein lab test.

Get the point in 2019 and earn your way to cash rewards!
If you have additional questions regarding this or other programs, please contact Human Resources.

About the ACE
The Allen County Employees’ newsletter
(The ACE) is published every other month
by the Public Information Office.
Inquiries and story ideas may be sent to
The Allen County Commissioners Office,
c/o The ACE, 200 E. Berry St.,
Suite 410, Fort Wayne, IN 46802.
Submissions may also be made to:

We’re on the Web at

michael.green@allencounty.us

www.allencounty.us

Don’t Forget…
County Offices Will Be Closed
on Monday, Nov. 11, in
Observance of Veterans Day

