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ACDEM Launches New Campaign to Reduce
Plastics: BYOU(tensils) by Jodi Leamon, ACDEM Business Tech. Coordinator

The Benefits of Rain
Gardens
Details on Page 8

Many people have heard
that single-use plastic has
become a major
environmental problem.
There is just so much of it,
mostly not able to be
recycled, that it is building
up in the environment all
over the world. 40 percent
of plastic is used once —
for just minutes — and
then thrown away. It often
becomes litter on land and
in bodies of water, and
never biodegrades. Plastic
only breaks down into
smaller pieces of plastic
that continue to pollute
literally forever.
The Allen County
Department of

The intention is that
millions of people making a
choice to change a small
part of their daily habits
adds up to create big
changes. If you start with a
straw, you will start to look
at other items you use and
continue to find more ways
to cut out single-use
plastic.

The item we have chosen
to draw attention to this
year is disposable utensils.
When you get carryout,
delivery, go to a casual
dining spot, hit the food
trucks, or have a party
typically you get plastic
utensils. The truth is, they
really don’t work well and
they are not worth the
environmental damage
they cause for a few
moments of use.

(continued on page 2)
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Environmental
Management asked
residents last year to stop
using plastic straws
because they are
something most people
don’t really need to use
and it is pretty easy to do
without or switch to a
reusable alternative.

14

Allen County
Commissioners and Fort
Wayne Mayor Tom Henry
issued a joint proclamation
designating April 14-20 as
Public Safety
Telecommunicators Week
during a ceremony on April
10 at Citizens Square.
National Public Safety
Telecommunicators Week
is sponsored by the
Association of PublicSafety Communications
Officials International to
honor the thousands of
men and women who

respond to emergency
calls, dispatch emergency
professionals and
equipment, and render life
saving assistance to the
citizens of the United
States.
On hand were officials and
employees of the
Consolidated
Communications
Partnership — the joint
emergency dispatching unit
for Fort Wayne and Allen
County.

(continued on page 2)

Allen County Commissioner Richard
Beck and Fort Wayne Mayor Tom
Henry presented a joint proclamation
designating April 14-20 as Public
Safety Telecommunicators Week to
David Bubb, executive director of the
Consolidated Communications
Partnership, during a ceremony at
Citizens Square.
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BYOU(tensils) Campaign Underway
(continued from page 1)

Our motto this year is
“Convenience can be
toxic.” Both in the
manufacture and disposal
of plastic utensils, there is
a toxic consequence. So
we ask you: Request no
utensils when ordering, use
reusables for gatherings,
and B.Y.O.Utensils!
Bring your own utensil with
you if you might be eating
somewhere that serves

disposables. It’s as easy
as grabbing a fork out of
the drawer or as fancy as
carrying a silk pouch with
titanium chopsticks inside.
There are lots of options
for your choice of BYO
Utensil, but ACDEM will be
giving away recycled
durable reusable plastic
sporfs (that’s a spoon,
knife, and fork, pictured on
the left) while supplies last.

If you would like to pledge
to reduce your single-use
plastic and BYO, pick one
up in our office or at events
throughout the spring and
summer.

Health Department Awarded Grant for Naloxone Kits & Training
The Allen County
Department of Health has
received another grant
from the Indiana State
Department of Health to
distribute more naloxone
kits to community agencies
in an effort to help prevent
fatal opioid overdoses.
The Allen County
Department of Health will
be distributing more than
800 naloxone kits to

community partners
including the Allen County
Syringe Services Program,
Allen County Community
Corrections, Southwest
Allen County Fire District
and the Woodburn Police
Department. The
Department will also
provide training on its use.
Naloxone is approved by
the Food and Drug
Administration and has

been used for more than
40 years by emergency
medical services personnel
to reverse opioid overdose
and revive people who
might have died without
treatment. Although it is
only effective at reversing
overdoses of opioid drugs
like heroin or prescription
painkillers, it is not harmful
if administered to someone
who has not taken opioids.

CCP Employees Recognized by Local Officials
(continued from page 1)

They were joined by
representatives from law
enforcement, fire protection
services and emergency
medical services.
“The importance of
recognizing and
celebrating the hard work
of these dedicated
professionals is
immeasurable,” said

Commissioner Richard
Beck. “The issuance of
this proclamation gives us
a chance to honor the men
and women of the CCP for
the work that they do
everyday to protect the
citizens of Fort Wayne and
Allen County.”
“We appreciate our local
officials standing behind

the commitment and
devotion these men and
women provide to ensure
the safety and security of
our citizens,” added David
Bubb, executive director of
the Consolidated
Communications
Partnership.

Page 3

The ACE

Volume 12, Issue 2

Health Dept. Offers Free Radon Test Kits While
Supplies Last


Radon can’t be seen,
smelled or tasted, but it
could be present at
dangerous levels in your
home.
The Allen County
Department of Health is
urging residents to reduce
their risk of lung cancer by
having their homes tested.
Testing is simple and free
test kits are available at the
following locations in Allen
County only while supplies
last:


Allen County
Department of Health,
200 E. Berry St., Suite
360; Monday-Friday, 8
a.m.-4:30 p.m.



Vector Control &
Environmental
Services, 2242 Carroll
Road; Monday-Friday,
8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
(Closed from 12-1 p.m.
for lunch)
Grabill Town Hall,
13717 1st St.; MondayThursday, 9:30 a.m.-4
p.m.



Leo-Cedarville Town
Hall, 13909 Pony
Express Run; MondayFriday, 7:30 a.m.-2:30
p.m.



Monroeville Utility
Department, 101 S
Water St.



New Haven Utility
Payment Office, City
Hall, 815 E Lincoln
Hwy.; Monday-Friday,
8 a.m.-4 p.m.



Woodburn City Hall,
22735 Main St.;
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.1 p.m.

Kits can also be purchased
at local hardware and
home improvement stores
for around $30, or a
qualified radon
professional can be hired
to test homes.
For more information on
radon, visit
www.allencountyhealth.com

or www.epa.gov/radon.

Save Time and Money – Visit the
Employee Health Clinic
Feeling a little under the weather? Need your preventive exam? The Redimed Allen County Employee

Clinic is a good place for you to visit for your office visits. The clinic will save you time and money.
The clinic is available to you and your dependents if you are enrolled in the Counties health plan. You
can save on prescriptions, labs and exams.
The clinic is open Monday – Friday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Saturday & Sunday, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. It is
recommended that you call (260-458-3950) and schedule an appointment. Walk-ins are accepted.
If you have additional questions regarding this or other programs, please contact Human Resources.
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Allen County Civil Service Award Recipients
Tracy Gaunt
Information Technology Department
Tracy has been with the county nine years as a project manager in
the Information Technology department. She was nominated for
helping the Auditor’s office with two major projects involving the IRS
and Social Security Administration. "Tracy always cheerfully and
willingly offers help with any IT related task. She is a true asset to
Allen County government."

Frankie Gagnon
Treasurer’s Office
Frankie is a collections accountant in the Treasurer’s office and has
been with the county for 20 years. "Frankie not only services each
taxpayer courteously but takes the time to make sure each patron is
informed about what they need to know and what other departments
they need to visit next. Frankie’s innovative ideas are very job
specific to the work she does and she is always looking for ways to
help streamline her garnishment work and in finding resources that
help her better serve the public."

Jeff Moore
Youth Services Center
Jeff has been with the county 22 years and is a transportation officer
at Youth Services Center. “Jeff regularly takes the initiative to go
above and beyond his job description and he is always looking for
more tasks to complete. For example, he mows the properties grass,
comes in early to set up breakfast when the cooks are unavailable
and works weekends and holidays to help with staffing concerns.”
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Swearing-in Ceremonies Held for New Court Appointed
Special Advocates
It’s been a special couple
of months for Allen
Superior Court’s Family
Relations Division. A total
of 23 new Court Appointed
Special Advocates were
sworn in during
ceremonies held in March
and April at the Allen
County Courthouse
Rotunda.
The two new classes of
CASA volunteers recently
completed a six-week, 30hour training program.
These individuals have a
heart for children in our
community and want to
make sure that abused and
neglected children do not
get lost in the court system.

These volunteers will join a
team of more than 100
advocates who provide a
voice for children involved
in child abuse and neglect
cases by advocating for
their best interests and
making recommendations
to the court regarding
placement of children and
services to assist both
children and parents.
Allen County CASA
currently advocates for the
best interests of more than
400 abused and neglected
children in Allen County.
Allen County CASA is
affiliated with the Indiana
State Office of GAL/CASA,
which is part of the Indiana

Supreme Court, Division of
State Court Administration.
Allen County CASA is
certified by the State Office
and complies with the
Indiana Supreme Court
Program Standards and
Code of Ethics for GAL/
CASA programs. Allen
County CASA is also a
member of the National
Court Appointed Special
Advocates Association.
Anyone interested in
becoming an advocate for
children should contact
Nancy Springer, CASA
Director, at (260) 4497190.

The ACE

Volume 12, Issue 2

Page 7

Page 8

The ACE

Volume 12, Issue 2

April Showers Bring May Flowers: Reduce Stormwater
Runoff by Jacquelyn Buck, Allen County Partnership for Water Quality
This April, the Allen County Partnership for Water Quality is challenging residents to
help slow down stormwater runoff by creating solutions to let rainwater stay put, instead
of rushing down storm drains.
There are numerous ways to achieve this goal, but for the month of April, we are going
to be focused on rain gardens. Rain gardens are a depressed area in one’s landscape
that collects rainwater from impervious surfaces like roofs, sidewalks, or driveways
allowing this water time to be absorbed into the ground or used by plants.
These spaces can be created with relative ease in your yard! They help beautify your
lawn while also reducing garden maintenance. We suggest that you use native plants
and grasses when developing your garden. These plants will not only be more resistant
to our local weather, but they also serve as great habitats for birds and butterflies.
Many people fear that these gardens will create habitat for mosquitos and other
unwanted pests due to the misconception that rain gardens involve long-term standing
water. However, if your garden is constructed correctly, you should actually see a
decrease in mosquitos, other unwanted pests, and standing water!
Rain gardens help to prevent flooding downstream, filter out pollutants that the water
picked up, and recharge local groundwater making them a great way to help improve
water quality in your area! For more information, visit www.catchingrainfw.org.
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Allen County Extension Service News &
Programs
The Allen County Extension Office will offer the following programs. Pre-registration is
preferred. All programs are held at the Allen County Extension Office on the Purdue
Fort Wayne campus, 4001 Crescent Avenue, Fort Wayne. For questions, contact Vickie
Hadley at the Allen County Extension Office, 481-6826.
“COOKING WITH HERBS” May 8 7:00 p.m.
Herbs have been used in cooking for years. Learn which herbs compliment each other
and enhance the flavor of food. Storage is critical to save the flavor. Herbs can be used
to flavor foods when salt and sugar have to be reduced.
PRESERVING NATURE’S BOUNTY May 20, 1:00-2:30 p.m. and June 12, 7:00-8:30
p.m.
Topics include canning, freezing, dehydrating and food storage with Q&A session to
follow. $5 fee to cover printed materials.
ADULT OPEN CLASS AT THE ALLEN COUNTY FAIR JULY 23 – 28
Open Class registration forms are now available to exhibit in this year’s Allen County
Fair. Visit the Extension Homemaker page on the web at www.extension.purdue.edu/
allen to upload your forms or stop by the office. Invite a friend to participate and share
your creative talents! There are a variety of exhibits to choose from. Entry deadline is
July 17. Projects will be displayed in the Home & Family Arts Building during the Allen
County Fair. All projects are released Sunday, July 28, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
“FAMILY FAVORITES” COOKBOOK
In commemoration of the 100th Anniversary of the Allen County Extension Homemakers
(ACEH), a limited supply of the ever popular “Family Favorites” cookbook has been
reprinted. Created in 1994 by ACEH, the book contains over 380 pages of time-honored,
traditional recipes, passed from generation to generation. Highly requested, this is sure
to be a hit to any collector and makes a wonderful gift. Copies sell for just $15.00 each
(cash or check). Pick up your copy at the Extension Office.
EXTENSION HOMEMAKER HISTORY BOOKS AVAILABLE
Walk through time as you read about the 100 years of Allen County Extension
Homemakers. “Our History” was written by Marilyn Long of the Willing Workers
Extension Homemaker Club. Purchase a copy for your local library or as a gift to honor
a homemaker in your life. Cost is $12.00 while supplies last. Pick up your copy at the
Extension Office.
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County Happenings

If your department is celebrating an accomplishment or doing
something good in the community, send along a picture and
information to the “ACE” for our next edition!

Commissioner Nelson Peters joined officials with the town of
Monroeville and the Monroeville Park Board for a groundbreaking
ceremony on March 25 to celebrate the official start of the Monroeville
Community Park Improvements Project.

Lori Mayers with Allen County
Homeland Security joined
meteorologists from WANE-TV and
local Ham Radio operators to
configure weather alert radios at the
Fort Wayne Southgate Kroger on Apr.
8.

The Fort Wayne Philharmonic Orchestra
provided a special performance over the
lunch hour on Apr. 12 at the Allen County
Courthouse (photo provided by John
McGauley).

On Feb. 27, DPS held a Soup-Chili Cook-off to benefit United Way, organized by
department ambassador Nate Schall (right). Employees voted among the
assortment of 6 delicious soups and chilis by donating change into a cup in front
of each crock pot. The winner of the first-ever Golden Ladle was Patrick Rew’s
3-Sausage Soup with $16.44. As of March 1, DPS has pledged $2,248 in United
Way donations

Over 5 TONS of household
hazardous waste products were
collected at the first Tox-Away
Saturday event on Apr. 6. Learn
more about Tox-Away Days by
contacting the Allen Co. Dept.
of Environmental Management..

On Apr. 21, four Allen Superior Court Judges were
part of a panel discussion with the Women Lawyers
Section of the Allen County Bar Association that also
included Indiana Supreme Court Chief Justice Loretta
Rush. From left to right: Judge Andrea Trevino, Judge
Jennifer DeGroote, Chief Justice Loretta Rush, Judge
Nancy Boyer and Judge Wendy Davis.
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Employee News: The Latest News About You!
New Employees


Jeanne Musselman, Julee Bouchie and Samantha Baker join the Clerk of the Courts office as Court Records
Deputies III in the Small Claims Division.



Also joining the Clerk of the Courts staff are Bianca Relue and Elizabeth Firestine who are Court Records
Deputies III in the Records Management Division.



The Dept. of Public Purchase welcomes its new Finance Administrator, Krista Voors, and new mechanics Bob
Weddell and Seth Stuckey.
 On March 20, five new Juvenile Probation Officers were sworn in by Judge
Andrea Trevino at the Allen County Juvenile Center. The newly sworn officers
are: Kyle Carey, Assistant Director of Education for Allen County Learning
Academy; Nicholas Diagostino, DAP officer; Paige Frisch, Day/Evening
Reporting Program (DERP); San-jai James, Day/Evening Reporting Program
(DERP); and James Tabb, DAP officer.



New additions to the staff at the Allen County Juvenile Center are Kimberly Schall, Registered Nurse; Courtney
Steele, Check & Connect Mentor; Jessica Wyley, Check & Connect Mentor; Emily McFadden, Check & Connect
Mentor; and Kimberly Rochford, Check & Connect Mentor.

Promotions


Receiving promotions at the Clerk of the Courts are Jason Funk, Finance Asst. Manager; Jena Arriaga, Finance
Deputy IV; and Theresa Glasgow, Court Records Deputy IV – Criminal Division.



Recent staff promotions at the Allen County Juvenile Center include Nicole Ferguson, promoted to PREA
Coordinator; Brian Do, promoted to Full Time Security Officer Bailiff; and Mary Keller, promoted to Check &
Connect Program Coordinator.

Awards & Achievements


Zach Lamb, Ashlie Obermeyer and Jason Furge from the Wayne Township Assessor’s Office have passed the
USPAP Ethics & Standards exam.

Does your department or office have a change in staffing you
would like others in County Government to know about? How
about a significant achievement or award? Has there been a
special event that’s taken place in the life of an employee they
would like to share? Then send an email to
michael.green@allencounty.us and we’ll put it in The ACE!

About the ACE
The Allen County Employees’
newsletter (The ACE) is published
every other month by the Allen County
Public Information Office.
Information. Inquiries and story
ideas may be sent to The Allen
County Commissioners Office,
c/o The ACE, 200 E. Berry St.,
Suite 410, Fort Wayne, IN 46802.
Submissions may also be made to:

We’re on the Web at

michael.green@allencounty.us

www.allencounty.us

to donate blood during the annual

City-County Employees Summer
Blood Drive!!!
June 25 from 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. in the Garden Level Omni Room
(Suite 045) in Citizens Square
Watch for sign-up information coming soon!!!
Sponsored by the Allen County Commissioners & the City of Fort Wayne

