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Commissioners Recognize Long-time County
Employees

Remember on Sunday,
Nov. 4, to “fall back”
and set your clocks
back to mark the end of
daylight saving time.

A total of 45 employees
received praise from the
commissioners, along with
a certificate and a special
coin recognizing their
service (pictured on the
right), during special
ceremonies on September
14 and 28.
“You wouldn’t stick around
if you didn’t like what you
did. You decided you
really like working for the
Allen County family,” said
Commissioner Therese
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Brown. “For that, we felt it
only appropriate to take
this opportunity to
recognize you today.”
“You’ve shown that this is a
place of commitment, a
place where you’ve chosen
to stake your lot in life,
where you’ve chosen to
help people, to make this a
better community and to
make all our lives better,”
Commissioner Nelson
Peters told the honorees.
“This is a good place to
work and I think we offer a
lot,” added Commissioner
Linda Bloom. “We’re
happy to have all of you.”
A full list of the employees
recognized can be found
on page 3.

Memorial Coliseum & Allen County Council of Veterans
Organizations Announce Veterans Day Activities
The annual Veterans Day
Parade on Parnell Avenue,
sponsored by the Allen
County Council of Veterans
Organizations, will be held
Saturday, November 10 at
11:00 a.m., with a
ceremony immediately
following the parade.
The parade line up will
start at 10:00 a.m. at the
corner of State Street and
Parnell Avenue. The
parade will start at 11:00
a.m. and travel north on

Parnell Avenue to the
Memorial Coliseum.

commemorating the end of
WWI.

Guests attending the
Veterans Day ceremony
will be directed to enter the
Parnell Avenue employee
parking lot entrance at the
west side of the complex.
The ceremony will be held
immediately following the
parade in Memorial Hall.

For more information about
the Veterans Day Parade
and Ceremony, visit the
Allen County Council of
Veterans Organizations
website at
accov.weebly.com, visit
them on Facebook or
contact Alan Schuette at
schuette82@gmail.com.

This year’s event will be
referred to as Armistice
Day Parade,
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Winter City-County Blood Drive Set for Jan. 22
The annual County & City
Employees Winter Red
Cross Blood Drive is set for
Tuesday, Jan. 22, 2019,
from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. in
the Omni Room of Citizens
Square.
There is always a need for
blood in the United States.
Accidents, surgeries and
other everyday
occurrences require a
constant supply of
donations. With our help,
the Red Cross can meet
that need!

Individuals who are 17
years of age, meet weight
and height requirements
(110 pounds or more,
depending on their height)
and are in generally good
health may be eligible to
donate blood.

Make a Blood Donation
Appointment in the upper
right corner of the page,
and then enter the sponsor
code citsq.

Donations will be accepted
by appointment only in
order to keep the time
investment to a minimum.
You can make your
appointment yourself
online by going to
redcrossblood.org, click on

call 449-7671 to make your
appointment. Make sure to
provide your name, email
address, date of birth or
Red Cross Donor ID #, and
the time you wish to
donate.

You can also send an
email to
michael.green@allencounty.us or
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Ceremonies Honor Those With 35-plus Years Employment
(Continued from Page 1)

Here are the employees who were recognized
September 14 and 28 and their years of
service:


Deanna Neff, 40 years



Jerry Dorsett, 45 years



Michael Stiffarm, 38 years



Edgar Ridenour, 44 years



Thomas Dosen, 41 years



Douglas Specht, 36 years



Tim Gaham, 37 years



Steven Inman, 43 years



William Hartman, 43 years



Daniel Allen, 43 years



Dianne Meadows, 41 years



Julieann Shepherd, 38 years



Roberta Keith, 45 years



Gerald Farrell, 35 years



Randy Morrison, 35 years



Therese Brown, 40 years



Linda Bloom, 40 years



Annette Macy, 36 years



Bryan Christie, 45 years



Daniel Avery, 38 years



Deanna Neff, 40 years



Donald Bobay, 37 years



Donald Swanson, 39 years



Gary Beam, 36 years



Gregory Bobay, 41 years



Gregory Lake, 35 years



Guy Griffith, 38 years



Jane Brewer, 38 years



Jeffrey Leffers, 39 years



Jeffrey Sorg, 38 years



John Moore, 40 years



Karen Richards, 38 years



Kathryn Thornson, 36 years



Kay Sprunger, 49 years



Leisa Elser-Patrick, 39 years



Mary Giant, 39 years



Paul Hollabuagh, 37 years



Philemon Steigerwald, 38 years



Randall Hammond, 35 years



Rosemary O’Connor, 35 years



Sarah Castillo, 35 years



Stacey O’Day, 35 years



Tracey Maraviov, 37 years



Warren Coonrod, 41 years



William Fishering, 41 years
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Bob Blanton Named 2018 Indiana CASA Volunteer of the Year
Allen County CASA
Volunteer Robert (Bob)
Blanton has been named
2018 Indiana CASA
Volunteer of the Year. He
received the award on
September 15 during the
Annual GAL/CASA
Conference held in Fort
Wayne for the first time.
Blanton has been a
volunteer for the Allen
County CASA Program for
10 years. Bob is dedicated
to the mission of the CASA
program and has an
attitude of compassion
toward both children and
parents.
Magistrate Lori Morgan

wrote, “There is not one
person among those who
regularly appear in court
who does not admire and
respect him because of his
tireless advocacy and
dedication on behalf of our
county’s children.” Judge
Charles Pratt writes, “Bob
is always willing to give his
independent assessment
of the case and is not
swayed by any perceived
position of the court or the
Department of Child
Services.
Bob is always willing to
step up and help when
needed and has assisted in
training and mentoring new

volunteers. When Bob is
thanked for the hard work
he does, his response is
usually, “Well, you’re
welcome BUT this isn’t
about me…it’s about the
kids, and we ultimately
have the same goal…to
make sure they are safe
and have the best life they
can.”
Allen County CASA (Court
Appointed Special
Advocates) looks out for
the best interests of
abused and neglected
children in Allen County.

ACJC’s Dr. Krouse Wins McMillen Health
Vitality Award
Allen County Juvenile
Center’s Director of
Diagnostics Dr. Klinton
Krouse won the McMillen
Health Vitality Award for
the Prevention category.
The nominees and winners
were recognized at the
awards luncheon at
Parkview Mirro Center on
October 10.
The Vitality Awards honor
businesses and individuals
dedicated to creating a
vital, healthy community in
northeast Indiana and
northwest Ohio.
Businesses, professionals
and volunteers working in
the areas of healthcare,
health education, wellness
and prevention will be

recognized for their efforts
to make an impact in our
community.
Dr. Krouse was initially
nominated and then
officially recognized for his
efforts in developing and
implementing the first
known en masse suicide
prevention training protocol
for child-involved
employees at ACJC.
In spring of 2018, Dr.
Krouse developed a
proposed training protocol
to educate and coordinate
the use of the Columbia
Suicide Severity Rating
Scale as the screening tool
utilized by ACJC. In April of
2018, Judge Andrea
Trevino directed youth-

involved staff at ACJC and
Juvenile Probation to begin
the training, and through
June of 2018, over 135
staff members have been
trained. The use of this tool
has assisted staff in
identifying and referring for
treatment several youth
who may not have been
identified by standard
screening procedures.
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New Benefit Enhancement: Free Diabetic Supplies
Studies show that people
with diabetes who regularly
complete recommended
exams and receive
coaching from Certified
Diabetes Educators feel
better, are happier and
experience a better quality
of life.
If you or your dependents
are enrolled in the County’s
Health Plan and have been
diagnosed with diabetes,
you could qualify for a free
healthcare beneﬁt called
the “Living Connected”
program from CCS
Medical.

following supplies and
services at NO COST to
the members, with a $0
copay.



Live, ongoing
personalized health
coaching from Certiﬁed
Diabetes Educators



State-of-the-Art
Cellular Glucose Meter





Diabetes Supplies:
Test Strips, Lancing
Device, Lancets, etc.

Online portal and
smartphone application
where you can access
and share your results



24/7/365 toll-free
access to live nursing
support



Assistance and
Support:



Free home delivery of
supplies as you need
them, with no out-ofpocket expense



CCS Medical is committed
to helping you manage
your diabetes on your
terms, in a way that ﬁts
your lifestyle.

Alerts and coaching
from a registered nurse
when your readings
are out of range

For more information and
to get started, call 1 (800)
966-2046.

All “Living Connected”
participants will receive a
Welcome Kit with the

Quality of Work Surveys Completed, Undergoing Review
A big “Thank You” goes out
to all employees who
participated in the Quality
of Work Life Survey
(QOWLS) sent out in
August. The results of this
survey are essential to the
development of a Countywide strategic plan and we
had an overall participation
rate that exceeded 40%.
You may be wondering,
“What’s next?” The
QOWLS team is currently
compiling and analyzing
the results of this survey.
Once this is complete, the
results of the survey will be
sent to you. Additionally,
the team will be scheduling
a time to meet with your
department to celebrate

your department’s
strengths and to discuss
and identify improvement
opportunities, as well as
create goals that will
contribute towards Allen
County’s strategic plan.



Homeland Security



Veteran’s Affairs



Environmental
Management



Maintenance

The departments which
had 100% participation
were Election Board,
Human Resources, Parks
Department and
Recorder’s Office.



Voter Registration



Treasurer



Youth Services Center

Also, these departments
had participation rates of
more than 75%:


Auditor’s Office



Commissioner’s Office



Information
Technology
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Sniff Out Savings on Vet Bills with
Pet Insurance
Nationwide® pet insurance is now available to you as a voluntary benefit!
Get nose-to-tail coverage

We offer coverage for your pet's injuries, illnesses and preventive care. Plus, you're free to use any vet,
anywhere. Plans are available for dogs, cats, birds and exotic pets.
Rest easy with 24/7 veterinary help

All Nationwide pet insurance members receive free, 24/7 access to vethelpline® ($150 value) for guidance on
any pet health concern. This service is available exclusively from Nationwide.
Learn more

As a Board of Commissioners of the County of Allen employee, you're eligible for preferred pricing on coverage
for your pets.* Visit http://www.petinsurance.com/allencounty or call 877-738-7874 for more information or to
get a no-obligation quote.
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Bob Wearley Chosen for 2018 Vandeveer Impact Award
For his efforts to preserve
Smith Air Field and help
persons dealing with drug
addiction, Robert “Bob”
Wearley was presented
with the 2018 Linda & Jerry
Vandeveer Impact Award
by the Allen County
Commissioners.

Robert "Bob" Wearley (center)
receives the 2018 Linda & Jerry
Vandeveer Impact Award
plaque from Jerry Vandeveer and
a $250 check from Sarah Rippe,
business development manager
with Fire-Police City-County
Federal Credit Union

The September 25
ceremony was held at the
airfield’s Hangar 2, which
Wearley hopes some day
to have transformed into a
national air mail museum.
He is currently working with
Congressman Jim Banks
and Senators Joe Donnelly
and Todd Young to obtain
funding for a feasibility
study.
“Bob is a community
advocate who has worked
tirelessly to keep Smith

Field open,” Commissioner
Nelson Peters said. “He
has also assisted in
strengthening the Allen
County Jail ministry and
continues to fight for those
who have succumbed to
drug addiction.”
Wearley, an Allen County
native, retired from the Air
Force after 17 years as a
lieutenant colonel. His
aviation career included a
nine-year stint as chief pilot
for Howard Hughes and he
has piloted 747’s for two
different airlines. Wearley
also served on the Fort
Wayne-Allen County
Airport Authority’s board of
directors and spent five
years as marketing director
for Fort Wayne
International Airport. In

addition, Wearley serves
as president of the Allen
County Jail Chaplaincy and
is a board member of Faith
Based Mentoring
Ministries.
Wearley received a
personal plaque and his
name was included on a
permanent plaque kept in
the commissioners’ office.
He also received a $250
check from Fire-Police City
-County Federal Credit
Union which is handling a
special account
established by an
anonymous donor for
recipients of the award.
Wearley said he will donate
the money to the jail
chaplaincy program and
the national air mail
museum project.

County, City Recognize Disability Employment Awareness Month
The Fort Wayne-Allen
County Disability Advisory
Council is proud to stand
united with the City of Fort
Wayne and the Allen
County Government
leaders to announce our
joint participation in
Disability Employment
Awareness Month, which
takes place annually in
October.
The Disability Employment
Awareness Month is
designed to educate
people about disability
employment issues and to
celebrate the many and
varied contributions of
American workers with

disabilities. This year’s
theme is “America’s
Workforce: Empowering
All.”
In December of 2017, the
Fort Wayne-Allen County
Disability Advisory Council
was established. Its
mission is “to assist in
providing equal access for
people with disabilities to
employment, services,
programs, and activities
offered in the City and
County. Some of the
Council’s responsibilities
include serving as an
information resource for
City and County elected
officials and administrators

regarding needs and
conditions of people with
disabilities, identifying
barriers to full community
participation, and
recommending corrective
actions.”
Through observing and
celebrating National
Disability Employment
Awareness Month, the Fort
Wayne-Allen County
Disability Advisory Council
hopes to raise public
awareness of disabled
persons and to emphasize
that persons with a wide
range of abilities contribute
to an active and vibrant
employment environment.
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Allen County Extension Service News &
Programs
The Allen County Extension Office will offer the following programs. Pre-registration is
not required unless otherwise noted. All programs are held at the Allen County
Extension Office on the Purdue Fort Wayne campus, 4001 Crescent Avenue, Fort
Wayne. For questions, contact Vickie Hadley at the Allen County Extension Office, 4816826.
MANAGING STRESS FOR THE HOLIDAYS: November 7, 7:00 p.m.
All of us experience stress of one kind or another. It seems to be an inevitable part of
life. Some stresses may be large and some may be small, but we all have stresses in
our lives. Even happy events can be challenging. This program teaches you ways to turn
your stresses into growth and your challenges into blessings.
GET CHECKING WORKSHOP: November 13, 5:00-9:00 p.m.
Want to open a checking or savings account? This workshop includes the following
topics: Introduction to Get Checking; Choosing an Account Right for You; Managing
Your Account; Keys to Successful Money Management; Credit. Pre-Registration is
encouraged. Stop by the office to pick up a registration form or visit the Family page on
the web for more information. Questions, contact Vickie Hadley at (260) 481-6826 or by
email, hadleyv@purdue.edu.

DOWNSIZING YOUR FINANCIAL MAZE: December 6, 1:00 p.m.
Bank statements, credit card bills, canceled checks and other documents can be useful
for tax purposes, as proof of a transaction or payment, or for other financial reasons. But
how long should you keep them? Do you have boxes and bags of old papers and
receipts? This program will help you decide what, how long, where and how to keep
your records and Downsize Your Financial Maze.

PURDUE EXTENSION HOLIDAY BLOOMS FUNDRAISER
The Allen County Office of the Purdue Extension Service is holding its annual Holiday
Blooms Fundraiser to help keep Extension connected and growing. Florist grade
poinsettia plants in 6” wrapped pots with 7-12 blooms will be available for $15.00 each in
Red, Pink and White. Orders with payment must be placed by 12:00 noon on
Wednesday, November 21, to the Extension Office. Pick up will be Wednesday,
December 5, from 3:00 p.m. to 6 p.m. and Thursday, December 6, from 8:00 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. at the Purdue Extension Allen County Office, 4001 Crescent Ave, Fort Wayne,
on the PFW campus. Order forms are available on the Extension Office’s website
www.extension.purdue.edu/allen. Any questions, please call Vickie J. Hadley, CFCS,
CPFFE at 260-481-6826 or e-mail hadleyv@purdue.edu.
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Employee News: The Latest News About You!
New Employees


Allen County Juvenile Center announces these new hires: Sarah Frank, Part Time Check & Connect Mentor; Susan
Dunno, Teacher; Sanjai-Simone James, Juvenile Probation Officer; Caprisha Bonner, Wayne Sherbahn, Daniel
Beckman, Christopher Langston, Avery Veazey, Zachary Terrell and Idontea Richardson, Youth Care Workers;
Maria Lopez, Mental Health Counselor; Tamara Files, Part Time Registered Nurse; Marilyn Boney, Part Time
Check & Connect Mentor



Nathan Schall has been hired as an Associate Planner for Permits and Enforcement in DPS. His start date was
Sep 24, which was also his birthday. A Fort Wayne native, he had been employed as a planner in Hendricks
County.



The County Assessor’s Office welcomes Jake Bukiri to the team as a Residential Appraisal Deputy.



The Allen County Department of Health announces Megan Hubartt is assuming the duties of Communications
Director.

Promotions


George Smith has taken the Assistant Building Commissioner position this month. George has

been with the Building Department as an electrical inspector for eight years. He is a licensed
Master Electrician and holds a commercial contractor’s license as well.


ACJC announces the following transfers/promotions: Paige Frisch, Part Time Check & Connect Mentor to Probation
Officer; Caprice Ramirez, Probation Officer to Probation Supervisor; Joel Miller, Probation Officer to Probation
Officer -Intake; Nicole Elward, Probation Officer to Probation Officer -Intake; Greg Peters, Probation SupervisorOperational Division to Assistant Chief Probation Officer; James Tabb, Central Dispatch Coordinator to Probation
Officer; Brad Fordham, Temporary Court Reporter to Full Time Court Reporter; Cody Williamson, Youth Care
Worker to Youth Care Specialist; Chad Christen, Probation Field Officer (South) to Probation SupervisorOperational Division; Samantha Carr, Central Dispatch Coordinator to Administrative Assistant-Field Services;
Cameron Stephens, Youth Care Worker to Central Dispatch Coordinator; April Owens, Probation Officer -Intake to
Probation Field Officer (South).



Melissa Marracino was promoted to Property Tax Deputy in the Auditor’s Office effective October 1.



Sarah Draffen was promoted to Senior Financial Accountant in the Auditor’s Office effective October 15.

Moving Over


Jill Williamson leaves the Auditor’s Office to become the new Controller in the Commissioners’ Office.
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Employee News (continued)
Retirement


Jeff Parnin retired September 28 after 12 years in the Auditor’s Office.

Awards & Achievements


The Allen County War Memorial Coliseum has been named a “Prime Site” by Facilities & Event Management
Magazine for the 18th consecutive year.



The Indiana Supreme Court announced its selections for the state judiciary committees and all three judicial officers
from the Allen County Juvenile Center landed assignments. Judge Andrea Trevino was appointed to the Juvenile
Justice Improvement Committee which works in the area of juvenile justice. Magistrate Carolyn Foley was
appointed to the Probation Committee which works on probation officer standards and procedures, drafts forms for
criminal courts that handle probation matters, and reviews recent legislation affecting probation. And Magistrate
Daniel Pappas was appointed and serves on the Juvenile Benchbook Committee made up of judges and
magistrates with juvenile jurisdiction.



Allen County Assessor Stacey O’Day has been elected President of the Association of Indiana Counties Board of
Directors and will begin her term in 2019. The AIC is a nonprofit organization established in 1957 for the betterment
of county government.

Training


On September 28, three Probation Officers from the Allen County Juvenile Center —

Erin Chapla, Caprice Ramirez and Jamie Butler — graduated from the Department of
Correction’s Leadership Academy. The Leadership Academy, put on by the DOC’s Training
Division, is designed to foster and build relationships between the DOC, community
corrections programs, Probation Departments, and other divisions that come into contact
with the DOC. Pictured are Assistant Chief PO Greg Peters with graduates Jamie Butler,
Caprice Ramirez, Erin Chapla, and PO/Team Leader Amy Wolfrum.


Magistrate John D. Kitch, III attended Fourth Amendment Comprehensive Search and Seizure Training for Trial
Judges in Denver from September 24-27.

Wedding


Megan Jacobowitz with the Clerk of the Courts married Blake Coffman on October 13.

Births


Stacy Kaeser with the Prosecutor’s Office and her husband Fred are the proud

parents of Hunter and Hazel, born July 11.
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On Oct. 4, nearly 1,400 youth care workers and family
specialists gathered for the 29th Annual Conference On
Youth. The conference is organized by Allen Superior
Court's Great Kids Make Great Communities initiative. The
theme of the conference was "Trauma and Addictions:
Making Sense and Offering Hope." The keynote speaker
was Sam Quinones, author of “Dreamland: The True Tale of
America’s Opiate Epidemic.”

Volume 11, Issue 5

If your department is celebrating an accomplishment or doing
something good in the community, send along a picture and
information to the “ACE” for our next edition!

Retiring Allen Superior Court Criminal Division Judge
John F. Surbeck, Jr., recently received the Sagamore of
the Wabash from Gov. Holcomb recognizing his
contributions to the community and to the Indiana
judiciary. In the same presentation, his wife, Jane,
received the Circle of Corydon award recognizing her
service to the community.

Harlan, Arcola and Monroeville were hosts for our “County Night Out” meetings during September and October. The events allow
citizens the chance to meet the Commissioners and other elected officials and get information about programs and services
offered by various County departments. Thanks to all county government departments and elected officials who participated.

The Allen County Juvenile Center recently held a graduation
ceremony for students who obtained their High School
Equivalency Diplomas. The ceremony was for juveniles who
passed the test and earned the diplomas while in secure
detention and/or some form of probation.

In what’s becoming an annual tradition, the Allen County
Building Department hosted a cookout on the Barr Street Plaza
Oct. 3 for members of its staff and other county departments.
The fare included hamburgers, brats, chicken, baked beans,
potato salad, and desserts.
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continued from page 12

Allen Superior Court Judges David Avery (left) and Wendy Davis (right)
were among 48 judges who visited with nearly 3,000 students across
Indiana on Sept. 18 as part of the statewide observations of Constitution
Day. Judge Avery spoke to 90 students at Woodlan Elementary School
while Judge Davis visited with middle school students at Canterbury.

Commissioner Nelson Peters joined
Gov. Holcomb and other dignitaries
Oct. 3 as ground was broken for
Sweetwater Sound’s $76.4 million
expansion on its 163-acre campus.

Tori Bell with the Allen County Building Department swings the first
hammer as the department's remodeling project began Sept. 10. The
department's front desk will be temporarily located in Suite 185 of Citizens
Square. If all goes well, the project should be completed by the end of the
year.

ACDEM was thrilled to see hundreds
of people participate in the first-ever
Fort Wayne Veg ‘n Brew Fest!
Dozens of people pledged to say
“No straw, please” & were rewarded
with a stainless steel straw.

ACDEM recently took a field trip to
Indianapolis to learn from businesses
and organizations who encourage
food recovery initiatives and offer
composting services in Indiana.
Thanks to Indiana Recycling
Coalition, Earth Mama Compost and
GreenCycle of Indiana for offering
their time and insight.

Kim Bowman, executive director of
DPS, received the Patriot Award on
Sept. 19. The award honors employers
who recognize the values, skills and
leadership service National Guard
members bring to the workplace. Kim
was nominated by Maj. Sarah Jones, a
principal planner for DPS and member
of the 122nd Fighter Wing unit of the
Indiana Air National Guard.

About the ACE
The Allen County Employees’
newsletter (The ACE) is published
every other month by the Allen County
Public Information Office.
Information. Inquiries and story
ideas may be sent to The Allen
County Commissioners Office,
c/o The ACE, 200 E. Berry St.,
Suite 410, Fort Wayne, IN 46802.
Submissions may also be made to:

We’re on the Web at

michael.green@allencounty.us

www.allencounty.us

Don’t Forget…
County Offices Will Be Closed on
Monday, Nov. 12, in Observance
of Veterans Day

