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7th Annual Employee Health & Wellness Fair
Set for July 17

“Tox-Away Tuesdays”
to Begin July 10
Details on Page 8

spouses covered under the
county’s medical plan are
eligible for a free blood
draw. Others may
participate for a fee of $20.
Your County ID badge is
required. Blood draws will
be CASH ONLY. In
addition, you’ll be able to
receive your lab results
through the HRA online
tool. Information on
scheduling a blood draw
and viewing lab results is
available on the County’s
intranet site by going to
County Documents/Human
Resources/Health &
Wellness.

Blood draws will be
available during the fair
and you can schedule an
appointment using the
Health Risk Assessment
online tool to save time and Health screenings —
including blood pressure,
receive priority over walkglucose/cholesterol, bone
ins. Employees and
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The Allen County Human
Resources Department,
along with the Fort WayneAllen County Department
of Health and the County
Employee Health Clinic,
are teaming up again to
present the 6th Annual
Employee Health and
Wellness Fair on July 17.
The event will start at 7:00
a.m. and run to 1:00 p.m.
in the Garden Level of
Citizens Square.

14

density, and vision — will
be available, along with
information on eating
healthier, smoking
cessation resources, and
other topics.

(continued on page 2)

Judge Surbeck Announces Plan to Retire At Year’s
End
Allen Superior Court Judge
John F. Surbeck, Jr., will
retire from the bench
effective at the end of
2018.
He will be concluding a
career in law that that will
have spanned more than
47 years.
“It has been one of my
life’s great privileges to be
a part of the judiciary,
doing a job I love in a
community I love,” Surbeck

said. “Many young lawyers
aspire to a judgeship, and
I’m one of the lucky few
who got the opportunity.
There is no more fulfilling
work than that of delivering
justice fairly and
impartially. I’m grateful for
the chance to have
served.”
Surbeck, who currently
serves as Chief Judge of
the Superior Court, was
appointed to the bench in

1988 and subsequently reelected five times. During
his tenure, Judge Surbeck
was responsible for some
of Superior Court’s most
impactful innovations, from
launch of its Re-Entry
Court program to the
current statewide pilot
program developing
alternatives to money bail
for low-risk arrestees.

(continued on page 2)
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Judge Departing After 30 Years on the Bench
(continued from page 1)

For his leadership, Judge
Surbeck received the 2012
William Rehnquist Award
for Judicial Excellence. The
award was presented at
the United States Supreme
Court by Chief Justice
John Roberts.
“Judge Surbeck’s
contributions to the Allen
County judiciary cannot be
overstated,” said Judge
Frances C. Gull,
Administrative Judge of the

Court’s Criminal Division.
“He has presided over
some of the most difficult
and complex cases the
Allen County courts have
witnessed during his
career. He brings a steady
hand and a calming voice
to circumstances where
both can be the difference
between order and chaos.
Judge Surbeck will be
missed long after he has
left the Courthouse.”

Judge Surbeck’s
replacement will be
appointed by Indiana
Governor Eric Holcomb
from a group of finalists to
be identified by the Allen
County Judicial Nominating
Commission. The timing of
that process will be
announced in the future by
the Governor’s Office.

“4 Dimensions of Health” Fair July 17 (continued from page 1)
TSH (Thyroid) and PSA
(Prostate) testing are also
available. These are
optional tests costing
$15.00
You can earn 10 “Get the
Point” credits simply by
completing your Score
Card. Be sure to drop off
your Score Card to receive
points. You’ll earn another

100 points for a Chem 23
blood draw. Details about
the “Get the Point”
wellness program rewards
can be found on the
intranet under County
Documents/Human
Resources/Health &
Wellness.

hour. Only new names
entered in the past hour
will be eligible for each
hourly prize. Grand prize
drawings, including a Fit
Bit, will be held at the end
of the day.

In addition, there will be a
new prize drawing every

2018 IRS Limit for Family Coverage Changes Again
The IRS has reversed its
decision to reduce the
2018 HSA contribution limit
for families.
The $50 reduction was
thought to be an
overbearing challenge
since it became applicable
in March 2018, instead of
at the beginning of the
year.

The announced change
allows you to contribute up
to $6,900 for a family. If
you received a refund of
$50 to comply with the
March $6,850 deduction
limit, you must repay the
distribution to the HSA and
treat it as the result of a
mistake of fact due to
reasonable cause or use

the $50 to pay for qualified
medical expenses to avoid
taxes and penalties.
Feel free to contact Deb
Hudson, County Benefits
Manager, at extension
7689 with questions.
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Allen County Commissioners Win Award
from Statewide Trails Advocacy Group
The Allen County Board of
Commissioners has
received the Outstanding
Local Government Award
from the Greenways
Foundation of Indiana.
The award was presented
at the organization's annual
luncheon in Carmel on
June 14.
Allen County has been a
great supporter of trail
development for the last
two decades, but recently
increased their support and
dedication to trails. In the
summer of 2017, Fort
Wayne Trails asked if the
commissioners could assist
the county highway
department by creating a
five-year Capital

Improvement Plan for trail
development for Allen
County. The five-year plan
was presented to the board
n the fall of 2017. After a
few months of review, the
commissioners dedicated
increased funding to be
used for right of way
acquisition, design work
and construction in the
2018 budget.
As trail development has
continued in Allen County
more importance is being
placed on key linkages in
unincorporated Allen
County to connect large
populations and other
incorporated cities and
towns. Of great importance
is a focus on the

Pufferbelly Trail in
northwest Allen County,
which is a part of the PokaBache Connector, a
regional connector aimed
to connect Pokagon State
Park in Angola to
Ouabache State Park in
Bluffton.
Allen County's support of
trails is not new, but has
been reinvigorated as
quality of place projects
become more apparent to
creating an attractive
community to grow the
Allen County economy.

“10 Years Ago”: Fairgrounds Building Dedicated to
Former Councilman, Commissioner Jack McComb

“10 Years Ago”: Kay McComb
(left) and Commissioner Linda
Bloom unveil the plaque honoring
Jack McComb at the Allen County
Fairgrounds Administration
Building

Editor’s Note: 10 years
ago, we began publishing
this version of the ACE.
We thought it would be
interesting to take a trip
back in time and see what
was making news back in
2008.
At a ceremony May 21, the
Administration Building of
the Allen County
Fairgrounds was dedicated
in honor of former County
Councilman and
Commissioner Jack D.
McComb.

“I think it’s fair to say we
wouldn’t be here today and
have this wonderful facility
for our county had it not
been for the hard work of
many people – and chief
among them was Jack
McComb,” said
Commissioner Linda
Bloom.
McComb served on the
Allen County Council from
1981 to 1992 and as a
County Commissioner from
1993 until his death in
2000.

A plaque unveiled at the
ceremony recognized
McComb for “his dedicated
service to the citizenry of
Allen County and his work
to establish and support
the Allen County
Fairgrounds.”
Among those attending the
event were members of
McComb’s family,
including his wife Kay,
who helped unveil the
plaque. “Jack really cared
about young people and
that was a big reason he
was so supportive of the
Fairgrounds,” she said.
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Allen County Civil Service Award Recipients
Dawn Rose
Allen County Public Purchasing Department
Dawn is the director of the county’s public purchasing department. "Dawn is an
extraordinary boss in so many ways and she is dedicated to her work and
genuinely cares about her work. We are all extremely happy and blessed with our
jobs and this is all because of Dawn. She shows us on a daily basis how much
she appreciates and respects us.”

Bryan Christie
Allen County War Memorial Coliseum
Bryan is the operations manager at the Allen County War Memorial Coliseum.
Bryan oversees maintenance and operations at the Coliseum, "making sure
everything is perfect for each and every event that is being held. Bryan is the
first to jump in to fulfill the last-minute needs no matter where the request comes
from and he is a vast pillar of knowledge on how to predict and achieve what
events will need even before they ask.”

Deb Hudson
Allen County Human Resources Department
Deb is the benefits manager in the Allen County Human Resources Department.
"Deb has always gone out of her way to help the employees and deserves to be
recognized for her service. One of Deb’s job functions is to assist employees in
the administration of their benefits and she always goes above and beyond
when performing those duties. Deb exemplifies the golden rule — treat others
as you would like to be treated."

About the program:
The Board of Commissioners announced establishment of the County Civil Service Award employee recognition program in
December 2015. Nominations are considered for clearly demonstrating exceptional service, noteworthy commitment or efficient and
innovative ideas. All nominations will be reviewed and, if meeting program requirements, the nominee will be awarded with a
certificate and will be personally recognized for their service by the Board of Commissioners.
If you wish to nominate a fellow employee, please be sure to provide context for the noteworthy event as well as specific examples or
stories. Contact Human Resources with any questions or concerns at extension 7217. Submission forms can be found on the
Intranet (Documents/County Documents/Human Resources/Civil Service Nomination Form).
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Health Dept. Urges You to Eliminate Mosquito
Breeding Sites
The Fort Wayne-Allen
County Department of
Health has begun its
annual mosquito control
program.
For humans and domestic
animals, mosquitos are a
nuisance as well as a
serious health hazard.
Mosquitoes are capable of
transmitting various
diseases, including West
Nile virus (WNv), LaCrosse
Encephalitis (LAC), St.
Louis Encephalitis (SLE)
and Eastern Equine
Encephalitis (EEE).
Most people who become
ill from these diseases will
have mild symptoms such
as headache, fever,

dizziness and fatigue, but
severe neurological
symptoms, coma and even
death may occur. If you
are bitten by a mosquito
and experience any of the
symptoms described
above, you should contact
a health care provider.
The Department of
Health’s mosquito control
program involves treating
and eliminating potential
breeding sites and placing
traps to collect and test
mosquitoes for disease.
Residents can do their part
to control mosquito
breeding by emptying
flower pots and other
containers, replacing water

in birdbaths, cleaning out
clogged gutters and
eliminating other sources
of standing water on their
property. Un-rimmed tires
should be covered or taken
to tire businesses for
recycling.
Another way to prevent
mosquitoes from breeding
is by cleaning out
swimming pools or putting
a tight cover on them.
Residents should also
check the lids of trash and
recycling containers.
Ensure the lid tightly fits
the container.

Health Dept. Awarded More Grant Money to Provide
Education, Distribute Naloxone
The Fort Wayne-Allen
County Department of
Health has received a
second grant from the
Indiana State Department
of Health (ISDH) that will
allow the department to
distribute even more
naloxone kits to community
agencies in an effort to
help prevent fatal opioid
overdoses

Lighthouse, Monroeville
EMS, and the Allen County
Syringe Services Program.
The naloxone kits contain
naloxone hydrochloride, a
non-narcotic medication
that reverses the lifethreatening respiratory
failure that is usually the
cause of overdose deaths.
Naloxone is also known by
the trade name Narcan.

The Department of Health
will be training and
distributing nearly 850
naloxone kits to the Fort
Wayne Police Department,
Parkview Police
Department, Allen County
Sheriff’s Department, The

“It’s so important for our
first responders and
community organizations to
be equipped with this lifesaving medication,” said
Allen County Health
Commissioner Dr. Deborah
McMahan, “It’s important

for them to have easy
access to this and be
trained on how to
administer it. After all, it
saves lives.”
Anyone in need of
naloxone can request it
from a registered entity
using a statewide standing
order signed on September
5, 2017 by Jennifer D.H.
Walthall, MD, MPH,
Director of FSSA, after Dr.
Jerome Adams, former
Indiana State Health
Commissioner, took his
new position as United
States Surgeon General.
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“Tox-Away Day" to Become a Weekly Event
The Allen County
Department of
Environmental
Management will launch a
weekly Household
Hazardous Waste drop-off
program at their
refurbished facility located
at 2260 Carroll Road
starting July 10. The new
drop-off program will be
open to the public every
Tuesday from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. Minimal fees and
material limits will apply.
For many years, the Allen
County Solid Waste
Management District
offered an annual ToxAway Day in September as
the only opportunity for
residents to properly

dispose of household
hazardous materials. This
year has brought a name
change, program
expansion, and new
affiliation.
Tox-Away Day has been a
popular program over the
years and ACDEM
recognizes there is a
greater need for a weekly
HHW drop-off program.
ACDEM is proud to
address this public need to
residents and small
businesses in Allen
County.

acwastewatcher.org/
household-hazardouswaste/facility. County
departments are also
encouraged to contact
ACDEM to learn how the
new program could benefit
their operations.
A downloadable map to
ACDEM's Household
Hazardous Waste Facility
along with items accepted
can be found online by
clicking here.

For more information,
residents and small
businesses can call
ACDEM at (260) 449-7878
or visit

Community Recycling Drop-off Site at Sam’s
Club Temporarily Closed
The Allen County
Department of
Environmental
Management’s community
recycling drop-off site at
Sam’s Club on Lima Road
will be temporarily closed
as the store's parking lot
undergoes resurfacing.
The project is expected to
take two to three weeks to
complete,

appreciate the efforts of
those who use this site to
drop off recycling. Please
accept our apologies for
this inconvenience.

Residents who usually
recycle at the Lima Road
site should take their
recyclable items to an
alternative community drop
-off location in Allen
County, listed below. We



Stellhorn Village (4522
Maplecrest Road)



United Refuse (5000
Smith Road)



Kroger’s Southgate
Plaza (281 Petit Ave.)

Residents can call ACDEM
at 260-449-7878 or follow
ACDEM on Facebook for
updates on the resurfacing
project at Sam’s Club.
Alternative Locations:



Leo-Cedarville (14701
Schwartz Road)



Monroeville (110 1/2
South St.)*

Hours:- Monday &
Saturday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.Tuesday & Wednesday, 12
-4 p.m.- Thursday & Friday,
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.- Sundays:
Closed
*Monroeville’s location is
open Monday-Sunday, 8
a.m. to 6 p.m.
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Allen County Extension Service News &
Programs
The Allen County Extension Office will offer the following programs. Pre-registration is
required. All programs are held at the Allen County Extension Office on the Purdue Fort
Wayne campus, 4001 Crescent Avenue, Fort Wayne. For questions, contact Vickie
Hadley at the Allen County Extension Office, 481-6826.
“WHERE DOES YOUR MONEY GO?” July 9 & August 6 6:00 p.m.
Learn how to identify spending leaks and budget your money better.
PRESERVING NATURE’S BOUNTY July 19 & August 8 7:00 p.m.
Topics include canning, freezing, dehydrating and food storage with Q&A session to
follow. $5 fee to cover printed materials.
ADULT OPEN CLASS AT THE ALLEN COUNTY FAIR JULY 24 – 29
Open Class registration forms are now available to exhibit in this year’s Allen County
Fair. Visit the Extension Homemaker page on the web at www.extension.purdue.edu/
allen to upload your forms or stop by the office. Invite a friend to participate and share
your creative talents! There are a variety of exhibits to choose from. Entry deadline is
July 18. Projects will be displayed in the Home & Family Arts Building during the Allen
County Fair. All projects are released Sunday, July 29, from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.
“FAMILY FAVORITES” COOKBOOK
Back by popular demand! In commemoration of the 100th Anniversary of the Allen
County Extension Homemakers (ACEH), a limited supply of the ever popular “Family
Favorites” cookbook has been reprinted. Created in 1994 by ACEH, the book contains
over 380 pages of time-honored, traditional recipes, passed from generation to
generation. Highly requested, this is sure to be a hit to any collector and makes a
wonderful gift. Copies sell for just $15.00 each (cash or check). Pick up your copy at the
Extension Office.
EXTENSION HOMEMAKER HISTORY BOOKS AVAILABLE
Walk through time as you read about the 100 years of Allen County Extension
Homemakers. “Our History” was written by Marilyn Long of the Willing Workers
Extension Homemaker Club. Purchase a copy for your local library or as a gift to honor
a homemaker in your life. Cost is $12.00 while supplies last.
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If your department is celebrating an accomplishment or doing
something good in the community, send along a picture and
information to the “ACE” for our next edition!

A ribbon cutting ceremony June 13 heralded the opening of a new bridge
and trail section on West Hamilton Road in southwest Allen County. Also
at the ceremony, Fort Wayne Trails presented a $100,000 check to the
Board of Commissioners from their fundraising efforts.

Allen Superior Court Judge Fran Gull joined
with others to honor the court's 45th Drug
Court graduating class on June 18 in the
Allen County Courthouse. 36 participants
graduated.

Walmart officially opened its new milk processing facility on West Pleasant Center Road in Allen County on June 13. Indiana
Governor Eric Holcomb and Commissioner Therese Brown were among those who spoke at the ribbon cutting ceremony.

The Allen County Prosecutor’s Office celebrated Administrative Professionals Day
on April 25 with an ice cream machine and sundae bar for their hardest working
employees.

Staff from the Allen County Dept. of
Environmental Management were at the
BF Goodrich Environmental Health and
Safety Fair June 14, educating the
employees about waste reduction and
recycling in Allen County.
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continued from page 12

There was lots to see and do at the annual Sol Fest Days celebration
May 5 & 6 at Fox Island Park. Most of the proceeds from the festival are
designated for scholarships for schools that can’t afford to visit Allen
County Parks on field trips and kids who can’t afford to attend day camps.

The Fort Wayne/Allen County Joint Permitting
Coalition was honored at a permitting
recognition reception April 18 hosted by the
Northeast Indiana Regional Partnership and
the HPG Network.

The annual Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Ceremony was held May 11 at the Law Enforcement/Firefighters Memorial of
Allen County. Among those speaking was Commissioner Nelson Peters.

A big Thank You to all who donated during our Summer Blood Drive June 26. We were able to collect a total of 52 units of blood
which will assist as many as 156 patients in our area. All of you are heroes to patients in need and you should be very proud of
your contribution. None of us ever know when those blood products will be used for ourselves or for someone we love. Thanks
again – and be on the lookout for information regarding our Winter Blood Drive in January!
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Employee News: The Latest News About You!
Retirements


Edward Harris is retiring from Allen County Community Corrections on July 6. Ed has served ACCC since 1985 in
a variety of ways. He has worked as a Surveillance Officer, the Home Detention Coordinator, and in his current
position of Assistant Director, a position he has held for the last 22 years.



Becky Butler, administrative assistant in the Auditor’s office, will be retiring on July 31.

On the Road


Magistrate Steven O. Godfrey and Administrative Assistant Cassandra Richardson joined nearly 600 participants
at the annual Child Support Conference in French Lick during the first week of June.

Births


Taylor Kovach and her husband Jason welcomed Reed Batson Kovach on May 5. Taylor works in the Central
Services Division as a Court Records Deputy III.

About the ACE
The Allen County Employees’
newsletter (The ACE) is published
every other month by the Allen County
Public Information Office.
Information. Inquiries and story
ideas may be sent to The Allen
County Commissioners Office,
c/o The ACE, 200 E. Berry St.,
Suite 410, Fort Wayne, IN 46802.
Submissions may also be made to:

We’re on the Web at

michael.green@allencounty.us

www.allencounty.us

Don’t Forget…
County Offices Will Be
Closed on Wednesday July
4th for the Independence
Day Holiday!!!

