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Health Department Worker Named Allen
County “Employee of the Year”

New Superior Court
Judge Takes Oath
Details on Page 6

The Allen County Board of
Commissioners has
presented its “Employee of
the Year” award for 2017 to
a member of the Allen
County Department of
Health who was
recognized for her
commitment to ensuring
positive outcomes for
children with symptoms of
lead poisoning.
Trina Riecke, who has
worked for the county for
six years, received the
award March 16 during a
special ceremony at
Citizens Square. Along
with the individual award,
her name will be added to
a perpetual plaque

Riecke was nominated by
David Fiess, director of
Vector Control and
Environmental Services,
for her dedication to
resolving a highly complex
case of childhood lead
poisoning.
“Most of the time, the
cases Trina works on
involve children who are
poisoned from the
ingestion of lead dust from
deteriorating lead paint
found in their homes,” said
Fiess.

Trina Riecke (3rd from right) with the
Allen County Department of Health
was named County Employee of the
Year for 2017. Pictured with her
receiving the award are (left to right)
David Fiess, Vector Control director;
Commissioner Therese Brown; Mindy
Waldron, Health Department
Administrator; Dr. Deborah
McMahan, County Health
Commissioner; Commissioner Linda
Bloom; and Commissioner Nelson
Peters.

(continued on page 2)
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Allen Superior Court has
brought technology usually
found at the airport into the
Allen County Courthouse.
Superior Court recently
launched an electronic
court docket display center
on the first floor of the
Courthouse. Located just
inside the main public
entrance, on the north side
of the first floor, the system
displays names, schedule
and courtroom information
on four monitors.

Basic information about the
courts, including maps and
contact/room number
information by topic, will be
scrolled continuously on a
fifth monitor. Docket
information and court
basics for both Allen Circuit
and Superior Courts will be
displayed.
“The experience of coming
into court is complicated
enough without making
citizens search for the
basics,” said Judge
Frances Gull. “We have

worked hard in recent
years to make the courts
more user friendly through
technology. This is one
more way to make the
process more accessible to
everyone.”

(continued on page 2)
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Riecke Recognized as Top Employee for ‘17
(continued from page 1)

The County Civil
Service Award
recipients for the first
quarter of 2018 are
profiled on page 4.

In this particular case,
Riecke worked diligently
with the child’s family and
doctors to discover the
source of the lead. After
ruling out the standard
sources, she advocated for
further testing to determine
the source of the lead in
the child’s body. This
additional testing was
successful in identifying the
source of the lead which

then allowed the child to be
successfully treated and
begin recovering. Riecke’s
continual efforts were key
to finding the cause of the
poisoning and likely
positively impacted the
child’s life forever.
In December 2015, the
Board of Commissioners
started the County Civil
Service Award program to
allow employees to

recognize colleagues who,
in their opinion, go above
and beyond the essential
requirements of their
position. Because of the
program’s success, the
Commissioners
established the “Allen
County Employee of the
Year” program to reward
the employee or
employees who stand out
from the rest each year.

Allen County United Way Campaign Collects $6,582
Allen County is celebrating
a successful United Way
Campaign which
concluded on March 2.
According to the County
Human Resources
Department, a grand total
of $6,582 was donated by
employees. This included
$5,607 through payroll
withdrawal contributions

and one-time donations
and an additional $975
collected through various
events including the annual
United Way bake sale that
was held on February 14.

United Way of Allen
County estimates that
every $1 invested has an
impact of $2.06 in our
community.

United Way bridges the
gap between individuals
and resources, community
organizations and donors.

Docket Display System Implemented (continued from page 1)
The Courthouse docket
displays are similar to
displays implemented at
the Charles “Bud” Meeks
Justice Center in 2012.
Both display systems were
made possible by Court
Improvement Grants from
the Indiana Supreme
Court. The monitors were
developed in partnership

with Infax, a developer of
custom digital display
solutions, Circuit Court and
the Allen County Clerk’s
Office.

historic Courthouse.
Craftsmen went so far as
to hand paint support
columns to match adjacent
century-old marble.

Allen County Building
Maintenance custom-built
an attractive enclosure for
the system to blend the
new technology with the
interior architecture of the

Superior Court intends to
pursue similar docket
displays elsewhere in the
Courthouse as technology
and budget permit.

Page 3

The ACE

Volume 11, Issue 2

“Reduce Your Use: Plastic Straws”
Campaign Kicks Off
Many millions of plastic
straws are used for a just
few minutes and then
thrown away by Americans
every year even though
they are not needed by
most people. Plastic
straws are not recyclable,
often become unsightly
litter, can harm wildlife, and
will never biodegrade.
However, if people think
twice before using a plastic
straw, we can all contribute
to making a big difference
in our local environment
and landfill.

District) would like to
encourage people to say,
“No straw, please” when
ordering drinks and for
restaurants to only supply
them when requested,
using sustainable paper
straws when they are. To
kick off this effort, ACDEM
will be featuring a public
service announcement to
bring the idea of not using
straws to the forefront of
people’s minds in a fun
way. This will be on local
television and social
media.

The Allen County
Department of
Environmental
Management (formerly
Solid Waste Management

Restaurants that would like
to take the pledge to go
straw-less or use paper
straws will be recognized.
A limited number of those

that would like to try paper
straws will be given a
starter box donated by
local producer, Aardvark
Straws. Contact ACDEM
for more information.
Individuals who pledge to
refuse plastic straws will be
given a re-usable stainless
steel straw for those times
when they are preferred
while supplies last. Look
for the video showing how
local wildlife might react to
plastic straws if they could,
then look for our booth at
events this spring and
summer to take the pledge
and make your own video
of the sometimes comical
effects of plastic straw use.

Payroll Forms Now Available in Employee SelfService
Several payroll forms for
Allen County employees
are now available
electronically through the
employee self-service
portal.
According to the County’s
Human Resources
Department, you will find
the W4 Federal Tax
Withholding Form, the WH4 Indiana Tax Withholding
Form and the Direct
Deposit Account Update
Form on the portal. These
forms can be completed

and submitted to payroll
electronically
To access these forms, log
on to self-service (https://
allencounty.kronos.net/wfc/
logon) and hover over the
“Payroll Information” box.
Need a reminder on how to
access employee selfservice? Go on the
intranet to Documents/
County Documents/Human
Resources/Kronos
Employee Self Service.
If there are other
documents or forms you

would like to see within
employee self-service,
send an email to Mary Rian
with Human Resources at
mary.rian@allencounty.us
with any comments or
suggestions.
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Allen County Civil Service Award Recipients
Terra Brown
Allen County Prosecutor’s Office
Tera is an Adult Protective Services Investigator in the Prosecutor's
office. "She has worked tirelessly to help many people, not only in
Allen County, but our entire nine-county region. Terra is known for
not stopping until she has a solution that will guarantee a result.”

Kendra Miklos
Allen County Juvenile Probation Department
Kendra is Quality Assurance and Development Supervisor at ACJC.
“Kendra was promoted to a supervisory position over the Juvenile
Intake and Placement Teams in 2013. Since being promoted, she
has been a dedicated advocate for the youth and families we serve,
as well as her fellow professionals. It is her mission to bring positive
change to the department though her hard work, positive attitude and
willingness to accept and promote change.”

About the program:
The Board of Commissioners announced establishment of the County Civil Service Award employee recognition
program in December 2015. Nominations are considered for clearly demonstrating exceptional service, noteworthy
commitment or efficient and innovative ideas. All nominations will be reviewed and, if meeting program requirements,
the nominee will be awarded with a certificate and will be personally recognized for their service by the Board of
Commissioners.
If you wish to nominate a fellow employee, please be sure to provide context for the noteworthy event as well as
specific examples or stories. Contact Human Resources with any questions or concerns at extension 7217.
Submission forms can be found on the Intranet (Documents/County Documents/Human Resources/Civil Service
Nomination Form).
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Oath Administered to Superior Court Judge Trevino
Andrea R. Trevino was
sworn in as the newest
Judge of the Allen Superior
Court on March 20.
Chief Justice Loretta H.
Rush of the Indiana
Supreme Court
administered Judge
Trevino’s oath of office
during the ceremony in
Courtroom 1 of the Allen
County Courthouse.
Judge Trevino was
appointed by Indiana

Governor Eric Holcomb to
fill the remainder of the
term of Judge Dan Heath,
who retired effective Feb.
28. Her term runs through
2020.
Judge Trevino most
recently served as
magistrate judge in the
Allen County Circuit Court.
Prior to her appointment as
magistrate in 2013, Judge
Trevino was in private
practice. As one of two
Superior Court judges

assigned to the Family
Relations Division, Judge
Trevino will have
responsibility not only for
juvenile and family-related
cases, but also will oversee
the Allen County Juvenile
Center and its staff.
Judge Trevino received a
Bachelor of Science from
Saint Joseph’s College and
her law degree from
Indiana University, Maurer
School of Law.

Circuit Court Names Godfrey New Magistrate
Allen Circuit Court has
announced that Steven O.
Godfrey has been selected
as the new Circuit Court
Magistrate.
“I am very happy to
welcome Mr. Godfrey to
the Circuit Court bench,”
said Circuit Court Judge
Thomas Felts. “His trial
experience as a litigator
and overall legal acumen
makes him uniquely

qualified for this position.
He will be a great addition
to our team.”
Godfrey’s appointment fills
a vacancy created when
Andrea Trevino, who had
been a Magistrate in Allen
Circuit Court, was named a
Judge in the Allen Superior
Court.
Godfrey earned his
undergraduate degree from
Ball State University and

his law degree from
Valparaiso University in
1990. He was admitted to
the Indiana Bar in 1991.
He worked for six years as
a deputy prosecutor in the
Lake County Prosecutor’s
Office and has served as
Chief Counsel in the Allen
County Prosecutor’s Office,
prosecuting major felonies
for the past 19 years.
Godfrey will start his new
position on May 16.

Former Judge Scheibenberger Dies, Aged 69
Former Allen Superior
Court Judge Kenneth
Scheibenberger died April
18. He was 69.

Former Superior Court Judge Kenneth
Scheibenberger, who died April 18, is
pictured with Judge Frances Gull.

Scheibenberger was
appointed to the bench by
Gov. Evan Bayh in 1991,
and served until he lost his
re-election bid in 2010.
Afterward, he served as
administrator of the city’s
program to identify and

close drug houses before
retiring from that position in
2015.
In a post on Twitter, Judge
Frances Gull said
Scheibenberger’s
“contributions to the Court
and to our community were
unique and made an
impact that will be felt in
Allen County for
generations to come. He

fought hard and with great
passion to make the
judicial system a more
impactful servant of the
people of Allen County.
The Drug Court program
he brought to Superior
Court still saves lives and
restores families every
day.”
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Just a reminder…
Please notify the County Benefits Department if your spouse has a
change in medical plan coverage status with his or her employer.
Spouses of County employees who are eligible for group health
coverage under their employer’s plan and work full-time are not
eligible for coverage under the County’s medical plan unless he/she
is covered by the plan of the spouse’s employer. If your spouse’s
eligibility for employer coverage changes throughout the year, be
sure to contact Deb Hudson, Benefits Manager, by phone (X7689) or
email as soon as possible to assure your coverage is correct.

FRANCINE’S FRIENDS MOBILE MAMMOGRAPHY
WHEN: Wednesday, May 23
TIME: 9:00 am - 2:45 pm
LOCATION: Citizens Square
To schedule your appointment, call the Breast Diagnostic Center @
(260) 483-1847 or (800) 727-8439 ext. 26540

DON’T DELAY! MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY- THERE ARE ONLY
20 SPOTS AVAILABLE!
Early diagnosis & detection is the best weapon against breast cancer.
Schedule your screening today!
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Sol Fest Scheduled for May 5 & 6 at Fox Island Park
Sol Fest -- the annual twoday music festival in Allen
County that celebrates the
sun -- is scheduled for May
5 and 6 at Fox Island
County Park.
A wide variety of activities
is planned for this year's
event, highlighted by music
from some of the most
talented artists in the area.
Festival organizers
promise something for
everyone -- from "wired" to
"acoustic" -- at the Main
Stage.
Other activities include a
beer garden, a Kids' Area
open from noon to 5 p.m.
both days, hayrides, food,
and hiking opportunities at
the park.

"The most exciting thing
about Sol Fest is that it
benefits the kids," said Jeff
Baxter, Allen County Parks
Superintendent. "Most of
the proceeds for the
festival are designated for
scholarships for schools
that can't afford to visit
Allen County Parks on field
trips, kids that can't afford
to attend our day camps
and to provide
environmental educational
programming to
organizations that assist
disadvantaged kids. Sol
Fest also allows our
naturalists to travel to
schools, local
organizations, community
centers, youth centers and

youth detention centers."
Hours for Sol Fest are
noon to 7 p.m. both days.
Admission is $5 per person
and children 11 and under
get in free.
If you would like more
information regarding the
festival, contact Ron
Zartman at 449-3180 or
email
rzartman@allencountyparks.org.

You can also find out more
online at
allencountyparks.org/
parks/fox-island/sol-fest2018.

ACCC Community Service Crews Assist Dept. of Health
with Move
Submitted by Phillip Miller, ACCC Public Information Manager

The Fort Wayne-Allen
County Department of
Health was about to
embark upon a renovation
project with their existing
storage garage at their
Medical Annex site on New
Haven Avenue. The
building will become a
2,000 square foot medical
clinic facility. The current
garage had been used for
records storage for the
past eight years. It was full
of hundreds of heavy
boxes full of medical
records and records from
the Department’s other
three buildings. The

records must be retained
for a certain period of time
before destruction, so the
garage was very full. The
Community Corrections
crew partnered with the
Department of Health to
assist the staff to move all
the boxes onto a temporary
holding trailer. The crew
ably moved all the boxes
onto the trailer — up and
down a couple stairs each
trip — and then assisted
the staff in moving the
remaining pieces of
equipment and furniture
into an area for pick-up at a
later date as the

Department readied the
building for demolition.
This is the second time
Community Corrections
crews have been engaged
for similar work at this site.
The Department of Health
was very grateful for the
“heavy lifting” assistance.
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Allen County Extension Service News &
Programs
The Allen County Extension Office will offer the following programs. Pre-registration is
required. All programs are held at the Allen County Extension Office on the Purdue Fort
Wayne campus, 4001 Crescent Avenue, Fort Wayne. For questions, contact Vickie
Hadley at the Allen County Extension Office, 481-6826.
“HEALTHY HOMEMADE TEAS” May 8 7:00 p.m.
Homemaker Nadine Scholz joins Master Gardener Kathy Lee to explore the health
benefits of herbal teas, what plants to grow and how to preserve them. Handouts and
recipes will be provided.
PRESERVING NATURE’S BOUNTY May 21 1:00-2:30 p.m.
Topics include canning, freezing, dehydrating and food storage with Q&A session to
follow. $5 fee to cover printed materials.
ADULT OPEN CLASS AT THE ALLEN COUNTY FAIR JULY 24 – 29
Open Class registration forms are now available to exhibit in this year’s Allen County
Fair. Visit the Extension Homemaker page on the web at www.extension.purdue.edu/
allen to upload your forms or stop by the office. Invite a friend to participate and share
your creative talents! There are a variety of exhibits to choose from. Entry deadline is
July 18. Projects will be displayed in the Home & Family Arts Building during the Allen
County Fair. All projects are released Sunday, July 29, from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.
“FAMILY FAVORITES” COOKBOOK
Back by popular demand! In commemoration of the 100th Anniversary of the Allen
County Extension Homemakers (ACEH), a limited supply of the ever popular “Family
Favorites” cookbook has been reprinted. Created in 1994 by ACEH, the book contains
over 380 pages of time-honored, traditional recipes, passed from generation to
generation. Highly requested, this is sure to be a hit to any collector and makes a
wonderful gift. Copies sell for just $15.00 each (cash or check). Pick up your copy at the
Extension Office.
EXTENSION HOMEMAKER HISTORY BOOKS AVAILABLE
Walk through time as you read about the 100 years of Allen County Extension
Homemakers. “Our History” was written by Marilyn Long of the Willing Workers
Extension Homemaker Club. Purchase a copy for your local library or as a gift to honor
a homemaker in your life. Cost is $12.00 while supplies last.
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County Happenings

If your department is celebrating an accomplishment or doing
something good in the community, send along a picture and
information to the “ACE” for our next edition!

The Building and Planning Departments held their second annual chili
cook-off on Feb. 19. Judges Therese Brown and Nelson Peters chose
building inspector George Smith's pulled pork chili for first place.
Defending champ Keith Billman took People's Choice for his Bubba's
Beans recipe.

New County Magistrate Carolyn Foley
(right) took the oath of office on March
29 at the Allen County Juvenile
Center. She will hear family and
juvenile matters.

Exercise + education = a better practice of
law. Indiana Supreme Court Justice Steven
David teaches a continuing legal education
session AND a cycling class at the Skyline
YMCA on March 12.

Thanks to a partnership with the AWS Foundation announced March 28, four
local venues will be offering "sensory friendly" kits available to individuals and
families attending events. Memorial Coliseum, represented at the announcement
by Exec. VP-GM Randy Brown, is one of the participating venues.

The Allen County Department of Environmental Management was thrilled to be a
part of the Northeast Indiana Local Food Forum on March 12. It was an inspirational
gathering interested in making the most of and wasting nothing of our local foods.

State Rep. Martin Carbaugh (left)
presented retiring Allen County Juvenile
Court Judge Dan Heath with a Circle of
Corydon award from the State of Indiana
at a ceremony on March 2.
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Employee News: The Latest News About You!
New Employees


Wendy Z. Myers accepted a Court Reporter position with the Circuit Court and began full-time on April 23.



April McMasters is the new Compensation Specialist /Generalist in the County Human Resources Department.
April comes to us with over 10 years of HR experience.

New Positions


Nicole L. Burns has taken a court reporter position with the Superior Court under Judge Andrea R. Trevino. She
previously served as a Circuit Court Reporter.

Retirements


Lewis Griffin retired from the Allen County Public Defender’s Office on April 20 after 25 years of service. Lewis
spent a majority of his time representing juveniles at the Allen County Juvenile Center.



The Allen County War Memorial Coliseum celebrated the retirements of Gary Berndt

(40+ years) and Jayne Connor (30+ years) on March 29.

Awards & Achievements


Alyssa Scoles and Timothy Planck from the Allen County Assessor’s Office have earned their Level II AssessorAppraiser Certification.



Tina Gebert and Eric Schannep from the Wayne Township Assessor’s office have received their Level II AssessorAppraiser Certification.



Ashlie Obermeyer from the Wayne Township Assessor’s office received her Level I Assessor-Appraiser
Certification.

Births


Chris Gilbert with the Allen County Assessor’s Office and his wife Audrey welcomed their first child,

daughter Macey Elyse, on April 18.



Brandon Pease with the Wayne Township Assessor’s office and wife Kyleigh welcomed their first child, Nathan
Michael, on April 13.

About the ACE
The Allen County Employees’
newsletter (The ACE) is published
every other month by the Allen County
Public Information Office.
Information. Inquiries and story
ideas may be sent to The Allen
County Commissioners Office,
c/o The ACE, 200 E. Berry St.,
Suite 410, Fort Wayne, IN 46802.
Submissions may also be made to:

We’re on the Web at

michael.green@allencounty.us

www.allencounty.us

to donate blood during the annual

City-County Employees Summer
Blood Drive!!!
Tuesday, June 26, from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. in the Garden Level Omni Room
(Suite 045) in Citizens Square
Watch for sign-up information coming soon!!!
Sponsored by the Allen County Commissioners & the City of Fort Wayne

