National Bike Month to Feature County-City
Challenge
May is National Bike
Month and for the first
time ever, County and City
employees will be going
head-to-head in a Bike
Month challenge.
Using the National Bike
Challenge, County and
City employees will log
their miles during the
month of May. Please
track all your recreational
and commute miles as all
count toward the total for
the competition. At the
end of the month, total
miles for the County and
City will be compared,
and the winning team will
walk away with bragging

rights and a traveling
trophy.
To join the challenge, do
the following:



Create an account on
the National Bike
Challenge website
nationalbikechallenge.org.



Search for “Allen
County Government”
as your workplace



Log the recreational
and commute miles
you ride every day



Invite fellow County
employees to join
and challenge City

employees.
And don’t forget the Bike
to Work Day Breakfast
event on Friday, May 15,
from 6:30 to 8:00 a.m.
Join fellow bicycle
commuters
at
Headwaters West for free
coffee, bagels, and other
treats as well as the
chance to win great prizes
from the Bagel Station,
Pembroke Bakery, Fort
Wayne Outfitters, Summit
City Bikes, Parkview
Trauma Safety Store, Visit
Fort Wayne and Cinema
Center.

The
ordinance
is
applicable to agencies,
elected
officers,
employees, and special

County appointees whose
budgets are reviewed and
approved by the Allen
County Council.
The ethics policy was
established by the Allen
County
Board
of
Commissioners in 2005.
It was designed to
establish boundaries of
conduct
that
are
consistent with the
public's expectation of
high standards from
public employees.

March/April 2015

“Stop the Flu” Ad
Campaign Honored
Details on Page 3

(continued on page 2)

Ethics Commission Offers Help to
Employees with Policy Questions
Members of the Allen
County
Ethics
Commission want to let
County employees know
that they are available to
answer any questions you
may have or offer an
advisory
opinion
regarding the County’s
Ethics and Conflicts of
Interest Ordinance.
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Provisions of the policy
set strict limits and
prohibitions upon a broad
range of activities,
including political activity,
moonlighting, conflicts of
interest and acceptance
of gifts.
Allen County’s Ethics
Policy can be viewed
online at allencounty.us/
ethics-commission.

(continued on page 2)
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Need to Make Changes to Your County Insurance Plan?
A friendly reminder: please
notify the County Benefits
Department if your spouse
has a change in medical plan
coverage status with his or
her employer.
Spouses of County employees
who are eligible for group
health coverage under their
employer’s plan and work full
time are not eligible for
coverage under the County’s
medical plan unless such
spouse is covered by the plan

of the spouse’s employer.
If your spouse’s eligibility for
employer coverage changes
throughout the year, be sure
to contact the Benefits
Department as soon as
possible to assure your
coverage is correct.
Also a reminder that there are
two times you can make
changes to your insurance
plan:
during the open
enrollment period and when

you experience a special
enrollment event. Notify the
County Insurance Department
and complete a new benefit
election form within 30 days
of your status change in order
to make approved changes to
your coverage.
Contact Deb Hudson, Benefits
Manager, by phone at
extension 7689 or by email
debra.hudson@co.allen.in.us
if you have any questions.

Ethics Policy Assistance Available to Employees
The webpage also includes
forms for employees to
disclose receipt of a gift, file a
compliant, and submit a
request for an advisory
opinion from the Ethics
Commission.
The Commission is composed
of five members appointed by
the Board of Commissioners
who serve no more than two
consecutive, four-year

staggered terms. Members
may serve for an additional
four-year term upon consent
of
the
Board
of
Commissioners.
No more
than three Commission
members can be of the same
political party.
The members of the Ethics
C ommiss ion a re L arry
Barnard, attorney; Rena
Black, realtor; Tom Hardin,

attorney; Abraham Schwab,
associate professor in the
Department of Philosophy at
IPFW; and former Allen
Superior Court Judge Philip
Thieme.
Their contact
information is available in the
Board of Commissioners’
office.

May Bike Challenge Involves County, City
Established in 1956, National
Bike Month is a chance to
showcase the many benefits
of bicycling — and encourage
more folks to giving biking a
try. National Bike Month is
sponsored by the League of
American Bicyclists and
celebrated in communities
from coast to coast.

Whether you bike to work or
school; ride to save money or
time; pump those pedals to
preserve your health or the
environment; or simply to
explore your community,
National Bike Month is an
opportunity to celebrate the
unique power of the bicycle
and the many reasons we
ride.

(continued from page 1)

(continued from page 1)

For more information on Bike
Month activities or the
County/City challenge, please
contact Dawn Kennedy at
449-4225 or by email at
dawn.kennedy@co.allen.in.us.
You
can
also visit
www.KickstartFortWayne.com
for events throughout May
celebrating bikes, art, music
and theater.
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“Flu Bug” Campaign Wins Marketing Award
The Fort Wayne-Allen County
Department of Health’s flu
vaccination media campaign
got a gold award at the 2015
Advertising Honors hosted by
the American Advertising
Federation of Fort Wayne.
The goal of the 2014-15 flu
vaccination campaign was to
raise awareness and increase
overall seasonal flu
vaccination coverage rates in
Allen County, with a special
emphasis on at-risk children
and adolescents.
Created by Asher Agency, the
media campaign featured
images of “flu bugs” with
taglines such as “There’s
nothing cute about him” and

“It only looks harmless.” The
ads ran on billboards, transit
and online spaces from
October through December.

best in advertising and
marketing created and
produced by area students
and professionals.

Regular Facebook and Twitter
posts, posters, news releases
and a dedicated website,
www.fighttheflu.org,
supported the awareness
campaign.

To learn more about flu
prevention,
visit
www.fighttheflu.org.

"We were very excited to have
created this successful
campaign for the Department
of Health," said Asher Vice
President Larry Wardlaw.
The campaign won gold in the
sales promotion-cross media
campaign category. The
awards ceremony, which took
place Feb. 21, honored the

Court’s Technology Upgrade Garners National Publicity
A national publication which
serves city and county
government leaders has
taken note of Allen County’s
use of technology to display
up-to-date information for
Misdemeanor and Traffic
Court .
The March 2015 edition of
American City & County
Magazine profiles the docket
display system installed in
2012 at the Bud Meeks
Justice Center in a section
entitled “Safe and Sound.”
The article explains how the
courts’ daily docket is
displayed on three, 40”
monitors with the case name,

courtroom, time, and case
number.
Instructions are
clearly stated at the bottom of
the screens in both English
and Spanish.
The system has significantly
improved access and the
ability to navigate the justice
system in Allen County,
particularly for self represented litigants.
Another portion of the project
was the installation of public
kiosks to check-in for court
and jury duty.
Two state court reform grants
were used to finance the
project.
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Employees’ Charity Group Collecting for Safe Haven Residents
The City-County Charity Group
is in the process of taking up
collections of blankets and
towels along with $5 food gift
cards (Wendy’s, Arby’s,
McDonald’s, etc.) to donate to
residents of Safe Haven.
The charity group, comprised
of Allen County and City of
Fort Wayne government
employees, has spent the
past few months providing
much needed support for
Volunteers of America’s
Veterans Services programs

here in our community. We
profiled the work of the group
in the January/February
edition of the ACE , explaining
that the employees are taking
up monthly collections and
taking special lunches once a
month to Liberty Landing and
the Richard Lugar Safe Haven
for Veterans.

Regional Coordinating
Council, said items can be
dropped off to her at her
office during the month of
May.
You can contact
Michelle for more information
about the group’s work.

Michelle Fulk, one of the
group’s organizers and
administrative assistant with
the Northeastern Indiana

FRANCINE’S FRIENDS
MOBILE MAMMOGRAPHY
WHEN: Thursday, May 14, 2015
TIME: 9:00 a.m.-2:45 p.m.
LOCATION: Citizen Square Parking Lot, Barr & Berry Streets
To schedule your appointment, call the Breast Diagnostic Center @
(260) 483-1847 or (800) 727-8439 ext. 26540.
This mammography service is covered 100% up to the maximum benefit of
$800 under the wellness benefit for all who are covered under any County
health plan. If the wellness benefit is exhausted, the expense will apply to the
deductible and payable at 80% thereafter.
DON’T DELAY! MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!
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Sol Fest This Weekend at Fox Island Park
Sol Fest -- the annual two-day
music festival in Allen County
that celebrates the sun -- is
scheduled for May 2 and 3 at
Fox Island County Park.
Sol Fest began as an
anniversary celebration of 25
years of nature education at
Fox Island County Park and
State Nature Preserve and the
return of the summer season.
A wide variety of activities is
planned for this year's event,
highlighted by music from
some of the most talented
artists in the area. Festival
organizers promise something
for everyone -- from "wired" to

"acoustic" -- at the Main
Stage.
Other activities include a beer
garden, kids' area, hayrides,
food and hiking opportunities
at the park.

Hours for Sol Fest are noon to
7 p.m. both days. If you would
lik e more inf orma tion
regarding the festival, contact
Ron Zartman at 449-3180 or
rzartman@allencountyparks.org.

"Most of the proceeds for the
festival are designated for
scholarships for schools that
can't afford to visit Allen
County Parks on field trips,
kids that can't afford to attend
our day camps and to provide
environmental educational
programming to organizations
that assist disadvantaged
kids," said Jeff Baxter, Allen
County Parks Superintendent.

Allen County 2014 Annual Report Released
The 2014 Annual Report for
Allen County has been
released by the Board of
Commissioners’ Public
Information Office.



A recap of some of the
major
projects
undertaken by the County
Highway Department;



Reports from various
County elected officials
and departments under
the direction of the Board
of Commissioners;



The objectives and goals
of the Board of
Commissioners in 2015;
and



A list of current County
elected officials and
department heads.

Highlights
of
the
comprehensive report
include:





A breakdown of general
fund revenues and the
distribution of the county
general fund budget in
2014;
A review of efforts to
enhance economic
development in Allen
County, including the
success of the County’s
first-ever shovel-ready
development site;

The 2014 Annual Report is
distributed to public facilities
throughout the community,

including government offices
and branches of the Allen
County Public Library. The
report is also available online
at the county’s website –
www.allencounty.us
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LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO DO THIS SUMMER?

Opens on May 9th

Opens on April 18th

Human Resources once again is proud to announce that it is selling Discount
Tickets to Cedar Point and Kings Island!

Cedar Point





Good Any Day tickets are available at $47 for ages 3-61 and 48” or taller.
This ticket is good for a one day admission for one person.
Junior/Senior Good Any Day tickets are available for individuals ages 3-61
and under 48”, or over the age of 62. Good for one day admission for one
person, just $39.99.
Ride and Refresh passes for ages 3-61, 48” or taller. This pass covers one
day admission for one person; along with all you can drink 20 oz. Coca-Cola
beverages, only $49.99!

Kings Island




Adult tickets are good for single day admission of ages 3-61, 48” or taller,
just $35 per person.
Junior/Senior tickets at $31 per person ages 3-61 under 48” or over the
age of 62.
Two Day tickets that are good for admission to any two public operating
days. These tickets are available for only $61!

To
purchase
tickets,
contact
Stephenie
Wooten
at
Stephenie.wooten@co.allen.in.us or visit Allen County Human Resources, Suite
380 in Citizens Square. Only cash or check made payable to Allen County
Treasurer.
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Allen County Extension Office Programs & Events
“Gluten Intolerance” - May 15: Do you or someone you know need to monitor the foods
consumed – especially certain grain product – so as to not feel badly? We will learn why certain
grains may cause symptoms of illness or discomfort. The program will present an overview of the
illness, symptoms, foods to be avoided and foods that are permissible to consume.
Preserving Nature’s Bounty: Home Food Preservation Workshops Available May 12, 1:00-2:30
p.m. and June 18, 7:00-8:30 p.m. Topics include canning, freezing, dehydrating and food storage.
Q&A session to follow. $3 fee to cover printed materials. Pre-Registration Required.
Get Checking—May 20, 1:00-5:00 p.m. and June 16, 5:00-9:00 p.m.: Topics include: introduction
to Get Checking; choosing an account right for you; managing your account; keys to successful
money management; credit. FREE and open to the public (Pre-Registration preferred) at the Allen
County Extension Office, 4001 Crescent Avenue, Fort Wayne. Register by phone or visit the Home
& Money page on the web for a printable registration form. Questions, contact Vickie Hadley,
CFCS, CPFFE at (260) 481-6826 or by email, hadleyv@purdue.edu.
Adult Fashion Show Entries Needed: Participate on a professional or non-professional level by
sewing for yourself or others! Categories include: Family Outfits; Dresses; Coats or Suits;
Separates; My Choice; Sewing for Others/Children, Teens or Adults; Wedding Gowns; Bridesmaid
or Formal; Embellished Garment with Hand or Machine Embroidery. Judging will be: Tuesday, July
14, 4:30 p.m. at the Allen County Extension Office. Public Fashion Show: Tuesday, July 28, 7:00
p.m. at the Allen County Fairgrounds. Entry forms are available at the Extension Office, area fabric
stores or visit the Extension Homemaker page on our web www.extension.purdue.edu/allen.
Entry Deadline: Thursday, July 9.
Adult Open Class at the Allen County Fair—July 28 – August 2: Open Class registrations forms are
now available to exhibit in this year’s Allen County Fair. Visit the Extension Homemaker page on
the web at www.extension.purdue.edu/allen to upload your forms or stop by the office. Invite a
friend to participate and share your creative talents! There are a variety of exhibits to choose
from. Projects will be displayed in the Home & Family Arts Building during the Allen County Fair.
All projects are released Sunday, August 2, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
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Accepting Applications for Fall Master Gardener Program
The Purdue University Master
Gardener volunteer program
helps gardeners grow by
providing them with intensive
training in horticultural
principles. Participants, in
turn, share their knowledge by
providing volunteer leadership
a n d s erv ic e to th eir
communities.
Fall Master Gardener Training
will begin on September 9
and end November 14. These
c la s s es a r e h e ld on

Wednesday and Saturday
mornings from 9:00 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.
The $125.00 program fee
includes class materials and a
reference notebook. To learn
more about this very popular
volunteer program visit the
Allen County Extension Office,
4001 Crescent Avenue, on
the IPFW campus, or call 260
481-6826, option 3.
Additional information and an
application can also be

downloaded from https://
extension.purdue.edu/allen
Click on Garden, Master
Gardeners Allen County.
Adjusted fees and payment
plans are available on an asneeded basis.

Follow Allen County INfo on social media!

Master Gardener Plant Sale Features Butterfly Attracting Perennials
Purdue Master Gardener
volunteers will once again
offer a wide variety of annual
and perennial plants for sale
at the Allen County Extension
Office on Saturday, May 16,
from noon to 3:00 p.m.
The plants for sale are
Established in 1956,
homegrown
by National
Master
Bike Monthvolunteers,
is a chance
to
Gardener
from
showcase
the gardens,
many benefits
their
own
or
of bicycling
— the
andeducational
encourage
divisions
from
more folksGardens
to giving biking
a
Display
at the
try. National
Bike Month
is
Extension
Office.
A wide
sponsored
by the League
of
variety
of perennials,
woody
American Bicyclists
ornamentals,
vegetables and
celebrated
in available.
communities
annuals
will be
Due
from homeowner
coast to coast. demand,
to

butterfly attracting plants will
be featured. Native plants
from Riverview Nursery will
also be available.
Proceeds from the sale help
support the Display Gardens
at the Extension Office and
the Purdue Master Gardener
program in Allen County.
Due to summer construction,
enter the IPFW campus via
the Coliseum Boulevard
en tran c e (C olis eu m &
Anthony). Stay right until you
reach the Extension Office.
Parking is available in the
office lot, with overflow
parking in the southwest lots.

The event will occur rain or
shine. Call the Allen County
Extension Office at 260-4816826 for more information.
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Springtime at Allen County Parks
In case you haven’t noticed, Spring has Sprung. And there’s no place as beautiful during
springtime as our Allen County Parks. Below are some pictures from Fox Island and Metea which
were submitted to the Parks Department’s Facebook page by some visitors. Enjoy!!
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7 Simple Tips to Help Spring Allergies
Out with the “cold,” in with the "achoo!" It’s spring and more than 45 million Americans with
seasonal nasal allergies are expecting – and dreading – runny and congested noses, inflamed
sinuses, relentless sneezing and other symptoms associated with springtime allergies. So
children and adults with seasonal allergies need to plan now. Although there are only so many
things you can do to limit pollen exposure, these simple tips are sure to make a difference with
your allergy symptoms.
1.

Take your air conditioner off recirculate – Contrary to some beliefs, putting your air
conditioner on recirculate just keeps the pollen that’s already in your home trapped and
floating around for days. When the weather gets warm, most of us leave our doors and
windows open. Doing this however let’s more pollen and mold into your home.

2.

Vacuum once or twice a week – Vacuuming helps keep indoor allergens to a minimum. If you
suffer from allergens, wear a dust mask when cleaning. If you have a vacuum filter, make
sure that it is clean and replaced as necessary.

3.

Wear a hat and sunglasses – Pollen irritates your body by coming in through your eyes, ears,
mouth and nose. Sunglasses will limit your eyes exposure to pollen. Keep in mind that wind
can carry pollen as far as 700 miles, so tips like wearing a hat and sunglasses can keep you
from bringing a lot of pollen inside your home.

4.

Wash your Face and Hands – Pollen spores are small, but if you are outside the pores on
your skin are there, whether you can see them or not. That’s why washing your face and
hands when coming inside are so important. It keeps pollen from transferring from your
hands and face into your eyes and mouth. Not to mention washing your hands is great for
sanitary reasons!

5.

Take a shower before bed – If you’re a woman, your hair is your main pollen holder. Even for
men, your hair can catch more pollen that you would like to know. This is an easy way to
track unwanted pollen in to your house and bed.

6.

Pets need baths, too – Your pet is outside in the dirt and grime more than anyone in your
home. This means your small innocent pooch is carrying in pollen, dirt and mold into your
home, bed, couch and anywhere they touch. It’s never been so important to give your pet a
bath as it is in the spring!

7.

Plan your activities later in the day – Trees tend to pollinate first thing in the morning making
pollen counts in the early hours very high. It may be more of a benefit to wait until noon, or
evening hours for outdoor activities when pollen counts are less than half the amount as the
morning.

If you suffer from severe allergy symptoms, speak with your doctor — or contact the County
Employee Health Clinic at 458-3950.

Volume 8, Issue 2

County
Happenings

If your department is celebrating an
accomplishment or doing something good
in the community, send along a picture and
information to the “ACE” for our next
edition!

It was a great day for the
Northeast Indiana Tech Fest ‘15
on Apr. 17 at the McMillen
Community Center.
Congratulations go out to the
two award winners. DeKalb took
home the TechFest Cup and
Bluffton put its school on the
"MAP" with the most active
participation. TechFest is an
annual one-day high school
competition, college & career
fair, designed to get high school
students involved, engaged,
and enthusiastic about the
prospect of careers in STEM
pathways in Northeast Indiana.

Commissioner
Nelson Peters
proclaims Mar. 27
“Nancy Gaspirini
Day” on her
retirement after
30 years with the
League for the
Blind and
Disabled.

This is the future home of the
entrance to the Conference Center
at the Memorial Coliseum. The
project is 50,000 square feet of new
construction, including a 27,155
square foot single room, which can
be divided into five separate spaces.

County employees
were treated to an
open house Apr. 24
at the new
RediMed Clinic in
the Anthony Wayne
Building. Workers
covered by County
health insurance
can use the clinic.

Allen County government officials and department heads visited with state lawmakers in Indianapolis on Mar.
31 during Day at the Statehouse. The visit included an update from county lobbyists on legislation of interest
to the County. During a luncheon session, local officials heard predictions from lawmakers on what to expect
during the final days of the session.
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Employee News
The Latest News About YOU!
New Employees

 Megan Reust joins the Fort Wayne-Allen County Department of Health as Director
of Communications. Meagan was formerly a reporter for WANE-TV. She succeeds John
Silcox, who accepted a position with the Fairfax County, VA Health Department.



The Clerk of the Courts Office is welcoming two new employees. Andrea Bandt is a Finance Deputy
IV in the Finance/Support Division; and Samantha Stoner is a Court Records Deputy III in the
Records Management Division.



Melanie Matteson has been hired as a PSI Assistant in Adult Probation.



Daniel Broyles has joined the staff of the Wayne Township Assessor’s Office as a Real Estate
Appraisal Deputy.



John Caywood joins the Building Department in the new position of Minimum Housing/Property
Maintenance Inspector. John will be the primary contact for complaints about properties,
including the State Unsafe Building Law. He comes to us from Fort Wayne Neighborhood Code
Enforcement, where he served as a supervisor.



Ned Kennerk has been hired by the Building Department as an HVAC Inspector. He comes to us
from Kennerk Mechanical, holds a contractor license and has extensive experience in the heating
and air conditioning field.

Promotions


Brooke Bergstrom has transferred into a Probation Officer/PSI Writer position in Adult Probation.

Awards & Achievements


David Schaab in the County Assessor’s office has passed his Level I and Level II AssessorAppraiser examinations.



Gayle Miller in the Wayne Township Assessor’s office has passed the IAAO 151 certification exam.

Retirements


Allen Superior Court Magistrate Judge Jerry L. Ummel retired on April 21 after 27 years’
experience serving the citizens of Allen County.



Dan Bates retired from his job as HVAC Inspector in the Building Department.

Does your department or office have a change in staffing you’d like others in County Government
to know about? How about a significant achievement or award? Has there been a special event
that’s taken place in the life of an employee they’d like to share? Then send an email to
michael.green@allencounty.us and we’ll put it in The ACE!

About The ACE
The Allen County Employees newsletter is electronically
published every other month by the Allen County Public
Information Office.
Story ideas, pictures and inquiries may be sent to:
The Allen County Commissioners Office, c/o The ACE,
200 E. Berry St., Suite 410, Fort Wayne, IN 46802.
Submissions may also be made to

W E’ RE ON THE WEB!
WWW. ALLENCOUNTY. US

michael.green@allencounty.us

Allen County Info is on
Facebook,
and

Twitter,
YouTube

to donate blood during the 15th
Annual City-County Employees
Summer Blood Drive!!!
Wednesday, June 24, from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. at two locations:
The Garden Level Omni Room (Suite 045) in Citizens
Square
 The Mobile Blood Unit on the Calhoun St. side of the
Rousseau Centre


Watch for sign-up information coming soon!!!
Sponsored by the Allen County Commissioners & the City of Fort Wayne

