Workplace Safety Practices
Encouraged Following Thefts
County officials are encouraging employees to
follow some common
sense safety habits in
the workplace after a
couple of employees recently reported the theft
of items from their
desks.
The separate incidents
were reported during
the last two months —
one at Citizens Square
and the other at the
Rousseau Centre. Last
month, an employee’s
wallet was stolen from
her purse which was
sitting in a desk drawer

in her office at Citizens
Square. At the time of
the theft, the employee
was meeting with a colleague just a few feet
away from her office.
“While office theft is not
a common occurrence,
we should use this as an
opportunity to improve
our own personal workplace safety and theft
prevention practices,”
said Charity Murphy,
Risk Manager for County government.
Murphy provided a list
of workplace safety
practices that she en-



Keep your purse,
wallet, keys, or other valuable items
with you at all
times, or locked in a
drawer or closet
even if you will be
out of your office or
workspace for just a
few minutes. When
appropriate, lock
your office door
when you will be
out of the office for
a prolonged period
of time.

The event will run from
7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in
the Garden Level of Citizens Square.

Health screenings, including
blood pressure, glucose/cholesterol,
bone density, oral
cancer and hearing
exam. Employees
& spouses covered
under the county’s
medical plan are
eligible for a free
blood draw. Others
may participate for
a fee of $13.50.
(County ID badge

Season of Change at
Coliseum
Details on Page 9

(Continued on page 2)

Activities will include:



May/June 2013

courages employees to
follow.

Employee Health & Wellness Fair Set for
July 16
The Allen County and
City of Fort Wayne Human Resources Departments, the Fort WayneAllen County Department of Health and the
County Employee
Health Clinic are teaming up to present the
2nd Annual Employee
Health and Wellness
Fair on July 16.
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required). Complete your on-line
Health Risk Assessment in advance for
the most accurate
reporting.
(Continued on Page 2)
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Allen County Wins 2013 Excellence in GIS Award
The development and implementation of an election-related mapping
website has earned Allen County a
statewide honor.

ers are able to search the site by
name, address or precinct number.
The website address is
www.acimap.us/aceb.

The County’s iMap team received the
Excellence in Geographic Information Systems Award for 2013 from
the Indiana Geographic Information
Council at the group’s annual conference in Muncie last month.

For its work on the project, the Election Board received the 2011 “Stars
and Stripes Award” for outstanding
community partnership from the
Election Center, a nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting, preserving and improving democracy.

The website, created for the Allen
County Election Board, uses GIS
software that allows citizens to locate
polling sites, view sample ballots and
see lists of current elected officials for
local, state and federal offices. Vot-

This marks the second time in three
years that Allen County’s iMap team
has won the Excellence in GIS
award. The team was recognized in
2010 for its creation of the County’s

Public Access Tax Information
(PATI) web page.
According to the IGIC website,
award-winning organizations are
those who push the envelope through
their innovative development of a
unique GIS service or application,
producing a new benefit stream for
GIS users. Their projects exemplify
how GIS is being implemented, managed and expanded to improve services for Indiana's citizens. They also
show elected officials, agency heads
and community leaders the importance of investing in GIS.

City-County Employee Health Fair July 16
(Cont’d from Page 1)


Vaccinations, including shingles, pertussis (whooping cough)
and pneumonia.



Prizes. There will be a new
prize drawing every hour. Nonwinners will be placed in a drawing for a Kindle Fire at the end
of the day.



Rewards. Earn 2 “Get the
Point” credits simply by partici-

pating in at least one screening
activity, such as a blood pressure
check, or getting a vaccination.
Earn another 4 points for a
Chem 23 blood draw.
Vaccines and blood draws will be
CASH ONLY. A receipt will be provided to submit for insurance reimbursement. The County health plan
covers these vaccines under the Wellness Benefit.

There will be a limited number of
shingles vaccines available. Reserve
your shingles vaccine by emailing
Linda.Sanpietro@co.allen.in.us.
Visit the Health Fair site on the
County’s intranet at County Documents/Human Resources/Health &
Wellness for additional information
about the vaccinations and health
fair.

Workplace Safety Tips Stressed Following Thefts
(Cont’d from Page 1)


All County employees should
wear their ID badge in a visible
location. Employees should check
the identity of any strangers who
are in your office by asking who
they are visiting and whether
you can help them find that person. Do not allow visitors to be
alone in your office space and be
sure to provide them with an
escort at all times.



Be discreet. Don’t advertise your
social life or vacation plans to
individuals visiting or calling.



If working alone late at night, let
someone know where you are
and how long you intend to stay.
Create a buddy system for walking to parking lots or public
transportation, or ask security to
escort you.



Promptly notify the building

manager, security, or the Risk
Manager of any poorly lit corridors or stairways, or other safety
-related building or grounds concerns.



Make sure to report broken
doors, windows, or locks immediately. Safety-related deficiencies
cannot be corrected unless the
proper parties are notified.
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Hepatitis A Case at Local Restaurant Keeps FW-AC Health
Department Busy
June proved to be an especially busy
month for the Fort Wayne-Allen
County Department of Health after
learning that a food worker at the
800 Degrees Three Fires restaurant
on Illinois Road tested positive for
the hepatitis A virus.
After receiving laboratory confirmation of the case, the Health Department immediately issued an alert
and advised patrons who ate or
drank food from the restaurant between May 19 and May 26 and who
had not already been vaccinated for
hepatitis A to get the vaccination as a
precautionary measure.
As part of the effort, the Health Department provided 1,100 hepatitis A
vaccinations at special drive-thru
clinics over the June 1 & 2 weekend
at the Southwest Allen County

Schools Transportation Center. Because of the high volume of people
who were vaccinated, the Health Department ran out of the vaccine and
had to order more vaccine for those
who still needed the shot.
The Health Department also set up a
special phone line which people could
call and get information about hepatitis A and the vaccine.
Only one worker at the restaurant
tested positive for the virus and none
of the other employees had hepatitis
A symptoms. Managers at 800 Degrees worked closely and cooperatively with both local and state health
officials during the investigation.

The Fort Wayne-Allen County Department
of Health set up a drive-thru clinic at the
Southwest Allen County Schools Transportation Center to provide hepatitis A vaccinations during the weekend of June 1 & 2.

Staying Safe During Flash Floods
As we learned yet again during the
weekend of June 1, flooding can develop over the course of a few weeks
— or happen at a moments notice. In
fact, flooding is the most common
natural disaster in the United States.
In the past several years, about 60
percent of all declared disasters involved flooding, according to the Federal Emergency Management Agency.
To help you stay safe, the Indiana
Department of Homeland Security
offers these tips on what to do during
a flash flood:



Get to higher ground.



Evacuate your house if flooding
is possible.



Know your town and make sure
you know alternate escape routes
in case one is blocked.



Take pets with you if you evacuate. However, many shelters
usually do NOT allow pets inside
due to sanitary conditions so
plan accordingly.



Do NOT try and drive through
water. As little as 2 feet can
cause most cars to float, and as
little as a few inches of moving
water can wash most cars away
with the current.





Don't try and drive through
rushing water over a roadway; it
is very dangerous and can easily
sweep your car away.
Do NOT try to cross moving water on foot. As little as a few
inches can knock you off your
feet.

Flash flooding strikes southbound Clinton
St. in downtown Ft. Wayne on June 1.



Watch TV or listen to the radio
to find out what actions to take
next.
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IT’S TIME TO PLAN FOR SUMMER SPORTS & CAMP
AGAIN…
And many require a physical.
The County Employee Health Clinic
provides school/sports/camp physicals free
and with minimal waiting to employees and families
with County health insurance.
Request your required physical form and
call 449-8660 to make an appointment.
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Allen County Recycling Award Nominations Being
Accepted
The Allen County Solid Waste Management District believes one way to
encourage waste reduction and recycling is to acknowledge, support and
honor those businesses and organizations that set a good example for others. Each year, the District presents
its Excellence in Recycling Awards to
recognize the organizations in Allen
County that make an effort to reduce,
recycle, and reuse in their workplace.

efforts to develop & implement programs to divert waste from landfills
in one of the following ways:



Significantly reduce the amount
of solid waste generated by their
facilities;



Developed methods of reusing
resources;



Implemented recycling programs.

Nominations for this year’s awards
are now being accepted. The
“Closing the Loop Award” recognizes
organizations that “Close the Loop”
in one of the following ways:

Go online to acwastewatcher.org for
more information about the nomination process and to download an application form.



Purchase & use products made
with recycled content;

Completed applications can be
mailed to:



Create & manufacture recycled
content products.

The “3R (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle)
Award” recognizes organizations’

or emailed to info@acWasteWatcher.org.
Completed applications must be received by July 31. Winners will be
announced at the 21st Annual Excellence in Recycling Awards Luncheon
in August.

ACSWMD
“Award Nomination”
One E. Main Street, Suite 701
Fort Wayne, IN 46802

CCP Looks to Respond Quicker to 9-1-1 Calls Involving Missing &
Exploited Children
In a proactive effort to respond faster
to emergency 9-1-1 calls that involve
missing and sexually exploited children, the Consolidated Communications Partnership of Allen County
and Fort Wayne (CCP) has become a
9-1-1 Call Center Partner with the
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC).

profile events that have a devastating impact on the victim’s family and
our community,” said Timothy Lee,
CCP executive director. “Now, our 91-1 call center has in place the policies and training to help ensure every missing and sexually exploited
child is given the best chance to be
found alive and unharmed.”

As first responders to missing and
sexually exploited children calls, the
CCP’s 80 call takers and managers
recently completed over 300 hours of
training that equipped them with
best practices on handling each
unique case properly and immediately. The CCP has also incorporated
these best practices in its policies and
training material.

The 9-1-1 Call Center Partner program instructs call takers on procedures for handling calls that deal
with nonfamily and family abductions; lost, injured or otherwise missing children; runaway or thrownaway children; child sexual exploitation; child sexual abuse or exploitation by a family or nonfamily member; child pornography; child sexual
molestation; child victims of prostitution; and online enticement of children for sexual acts.

“Calls about missing and sexually
exploited children can become high

Every year 800,000 children go missing in the United States. That’s more
than 2,000 children per day. Last
year in Allen County, the 9-1-1 center
received 35 calls regarding missing
children and 892 that dealt with juvenile runaways. In addition, there
were 240 child molestation calls and
63 calls reporting child sexual assault.
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Skin Cancer
Overview
Skin cancer is the abnormal growth of skin cells. While it occurs most often on skin exposed to the sun, it can also occur on areas of your
skin not ordinarily exposed to sunlight. There are three major types of skin cancer - basal cell carcinoma, squamous cell carcinoma and
melanoma. Basal cell and squamous cell cancers are most often found in areas exposed to the sun, such as the head, neck, and arms,
but they also can occur elsewhere. They are very common but are also usually very treatable. Melanoma is much less common than
basal cell and squamous cell skin cancers, but it is far more dangerous. Like basal cell and squamous cell cancers, melanoma is almost
always curable in its early stages. But it is much more likely than basal or squamous cell cancer to spread to other parts of the body if not
caught early.
Tanning outside and in tanning booths are both causally related to skin cancer. Ultraviolet radiation (UVR) is a proven human carcinogen. Just one indoor tanning session increases users' chances of developing melanoma by 20 percent, and each additional session during the same year boosts the risk almost another two percent. Among people ages 18 to 29 that have ever used a tanning bed and were
diagnosed with melanoma, 76 percent of those melanoma cases were attributable to tanning bed use. People who first use a tanning
bed before age 35 increase their risk for melanoma by 75 percent.
On an average day in the United States, more than 1 million people tan in tanning salons and in 2010, the indoor tanning industry's revenue is estimated to be $2.6 billion
Impact
A 2011 study by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention revealed that melanoma deaths cost the U.S. $3.5 billion dollars
each year for lost productivity. Male deaths accounted for $2.4 billion of lost productivity (a mean of $441,903 per man), and deaths
among women accounted for $1.2 billion (a mean of $401,046 per woman).
In addition, the investigation discovered that individuals who died of the disease between the years 2000 and 2006 died two decades
prematurely in comparison to 17 years from other cancers.
According to the National Cancer Institute, the estimated total direct cost associated with the treatment of melanoma in 2010 was $2.36
billion in the United States.
What You Can Do



Remember that just a few serious sunburns can increase your child's risk of skin cancer later in life. Kids don't have to be at the
pool, beach, or on vacation to get too much sun.



Use sunscreen with at least SPF 15 and UVA and UVB protection every time your child goes outside. Keep newborns out of the
sun. Sunscreens should be used on babies over the age of six months.






Have your child wear a hat and sunglasses for optimal protection.
No tanning booths.
Examine your skin head-to-toe every month.
See your physician every year for a professional skin exam.
Fast Facts is a collaboration of the Fort Wayne-Allen County Department of Health and
United Way of Allen County 2-1-1
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Allen County Fair Set for July 23-28
There will be no shortage of family
fun and entertainment at this year’s
Allen County Fair July 23-28 at the
County Fairgrounds, 2726 Carroll
Road.
General admission is $5.00 per person. Children 5 and under are admitted free. Some special events will
have an added fee. You can purchase
a Weekly Pass (booklet of 5 passes)
for $20. Parking is free outside the
gate and a shuttle will operate Tuesday through Saturday from noon until 10 p.m.

will include musical entertainment,
midway rides, food vendors, commercial exhibits, and 4-H animal shows.
Sunday, July 28, is a FREE DAY
with no charge for General Admission.
The Allen County Fair is a great opportunity to visit with old friends and
make new memories. For a complete
schedule, go online to
www.allencountyfairfw.org

The event showcases projects completed by 1,100 Purdue Extension
Service 4-H Youth program participants. In addition, daily activities

Upcoming Allen County Extension Service Programs
Preserving Nature’s Bounty – Home Food Preservation Workshop – July 9, 7:00-8:30 p.m. & Aug. 6, 1:00-2:30
p.m.
Canning – Freezing – Dehydrating & Food Storage topics will be covered. $3 fee to cover printed materials. PreRegistration Required.
ServSafe Food Handlers Exam ONLY– July 16 @ 9:30 a.m.
Pre-Registration Required
Adult Open Class at the Allen County Fair – July 23-28, Home & Family Arts Bldg., Fairgrounds
Display your handmade home hobby items. Many categories to choose from. $1.00 per exhibit (no limit). PreRegistration Required – Registration Forms & Rules Available on the Extension Website & at the Office.
Get Checking Workshops
The Purdue Cooperative Extension Service in Allen County continues to host the GET CHECKING workshop for the
Bank On Fort Wayne initiative. This workshop is for clients and families who have never had checking or savings accounts at a bank or credit union, mismanaged accounts at banks and credits unions so those accounts are now closed
without committing fraud, or have accounts, but continue to still use predatory lenders. Workshop dates are July 17, 1
-5 p.m.; August 5, 5:50-9:30 p.m.; September 11, 5:30-9:30 p.m.; October 21, 1-5 p.m.; November 12, 5:30-9:30
p.m.; and December 12, 1-5 p.m. All workshops will be held at the Allen County Extension Office and are free and
open to the public. Preregistration is required. For further information, to register or to receive a registration form you
may contact Vickie Hadley at the Allen County Extension Service, at 260-481-6826 or hadleyv@purdue.edu or visit the
home & money page on the website at www.extension.purdue.edu/allen or visit the office at 4001 Crescent Avenue, Fort
Wayne, IN on the IPFW campus.
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ARE YOU READY FOR SOME SUMMER FUN??
Human Resources is happy to announce summer fun Employee Discount Tickets
at Cedar Point, Kings Island and Indiana Beach!
Cedar Point – Good Any Day Tickets – Ages 3-61, 48” tall & taller. One day admission into Cedar Point for one person. $42.00 each, opening May 11, 2013.
Kings Island - Ages 3-61, 48” tall & taller. One day admission into Kings Island for
one person. $30.99 each, opening April 27, 2013.
Indiana Beach - Funday Tickets access to 40 rides, water park, Sandy Beach,
Splash Bash, Water Slides, Action River and Big Flush. $25.00 each, opening May
11, 2013.
To purchase any of the tickets please e-mail linda.sanpietro@co.allen.in.us. Cash
or check made payable to Allen County Treasurer. If you need additional information, please contact the individual fun park at their website.
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Another Busy Summer At Memorial Coliseum
From Nathan Dennison, Coordinator of Marketing & Media Services
Each summer, the staff of the Allen
County War Memorial Coliseum
takes time to complete renovation,
upgrade and maintenance projects to
make sure that the facility stays on
the cutting edge of great guest experience and remains the valued community treasure that it is. The summer of 2013 is no different. A major
construction project and two significant equipment upgrades highlight
this summer’s work.

will allow us to provide a much
greater variety and quality of food
and beverage services to our guests
attending events in the Arena.” said
ARAMARK General Manager, Andrew Vandeweghe. “Food and beverage is such an important part of the
guest experience and this project will
help us improve that experience dramatically.”

The construction project is the expansion and renovation of the 200 level
concourse of the Arena, which will
add food courts on the east and west
sides and upgraded restroom facilities. The two equipment upgrades
are the renovation of the hockey
dasher boards system and the refurbishment of our basketball court.

Additionally, each side will include
several high-top bistro tables for
guests to enjoy their selections. The
spaces will feature 18’ feet ceilings
and floor-to-ceiling glass outer walls,
offering dramatic views at night and
natural light during the daytime.
The width of the concourse will be
expanded from approximately 25 feet
today, to nearly 100 feet wide by the
completion of the work in October.

The expansion and renovation of the
200 level concourse of the Arena, is a
$3.96 million dollar project, the most
extensive work to be performed on
the Arena since the 2002 “raising of
the roof” undertaking. Both long
sides of the 200 level concourse will
be expanded with food courts being
built on top of the existing 100 level,
ground floor entrance vestibules. On
each side, approximately 10,000
square feet of space will be added,
which includes a food court. Both
sides together will add at least 7 new
points-of-sale with draft beer and
credit cards accepted at each location.

The restroom renovations will upgrade a total of six existing spaces
this year. The remainder of the restrooms on the 200 level will be upgraded in 2014. This year, the restrooms in the middle of the long
sides of the concourse will be split
into separate male and female facilities. Additionally, the four restrooms
(two male, two female) on the south
end of the concourse will also be upgraded with this year’s work. All renovated restrooms will include LED
lighting, as well as, touchless sinks,
soap and towel dispensers. The restroom renovation will be a dramatic
improvement to the current facilities.

On the west side facing Parnell Avenue, the food concept will be the Appleseed Burger Co., offering premium
burgers and French fries, along with
other made-to-order specialties. On
the east side facing Coliseum Boulevard, two concepts will be added:
SLICE’D will feature fresh-made
pizza and meatball subs and Wok
This Wayne will feature Asian inspired cuisine.

Construction has already started on
this project and will be wrapped up
prior to October 1 for the start of the
2013-2014 event season.

“The additional concession stands

The first equipment upgrade is an
improved dasher board and glass
system for the Komets and other
hockey events. Athletica will be
providing us their state-of-the-art
Crystaplex system, which will feature spans of glass twice as wide as
before, along the sides. This will al-

low for a cleaner, less obstructed
view of the action for our guests sitting close to the ice. Crystaplex hockey boards and glass systems are in
use at 24 of 30 National Hockey
League arenas.
The second equipment upgrade is the
refurbishment of our basketball floor.
The entire lane will now be “Mad
Ants” red, along with the same contemporary court design that was
adopted several years ago. The court
is being refurbished at the Robbins
Sports Surfaces facility in Cincinnati,
Ohio before being trucked back to
Fort Wayne for the start of the basketball season.
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Employee News
The Latest News About You!

New Employees


Amanda Siler and Kristal Gutmann are both new Court Records Deputy III’s in the Small Claims Division of the Clerk
of the Courts office.



Mary Rian joins County Human Resources as the new Compensation Specialist. Mary was most recently employed in the Sheriff’s Department where she was part-time in the Bureau of Identification Department.

Anniversaries


Dee Neff will be celebrating her 35th anniversary with the county on June 30. Dee was with the Wayne Township
Assessor’s office from 1978 to 2007. he is currently employed in the County Assessor’s office as a GIS Technician.

Retiring


Joel Hoffman is retiring on June 28 from the Highway Department after 25 years of service.



Mary Wiegand is retiring on June 28 after 37 ½ years of continuous service to Allen County Government -- 19
years with Youth Services Center and 18 ½ years with Circuit Court as the Assistant Chief Probation Officer.

Leaving


Joel Carboni is leaving the County IT Department on July 19. Joel is leaving to devote more time to sustainability in the project management organization he founded and will be working with the United Nations Global Compact.

Accomplishments & Awards


The Allen County War Memorial Coliseum was No. 8 in the world for concert ticket sales, among similar-sized
venues, on the Venues Today “Top Stop” rankings for the March – April 2013 reporting period. The ranking, released in the May 2013 issue of Venues Today, was based on concert and event grosses from March 16 through
April 15, as reported to the industry leading publication.

Does your department or office have a change in staffing you’d
like others in County Government to know about? How about a
significant achievement or award? Has there been a special
event that’s taken place in the life of an employee they’d like to
share? Then send an email to michael.green@allencounty.us
and we’ll put it in The ACE!
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County Happenings

If your department is celebrating an accomplishment or
doing something good in the community, send along a
picture and information to the “ACE” for our next edition!

A special event was held at Citizens Square June 4 to celebrate the first year of the City-County Community partnership with Big
Brothers Big Sisters. 1st grade matches from Maplewood joined their Big Brothers and Sisters for lunch and a tour of their offices.
The goal of the program is to foster positive relationships that will lead to educational success and enhanced social skills. Among
the County employees participating were (left to right) Auditor Tera Klutz, Amy Hesting with the Health Department, and Elizabeth Linsky with Allen County Community Corrections.

42 people were presented with awards for their contributions to safety and
outstanding service during the Allen County Sheriff Department's Law
Day ceremony on May 14. Sheriff Ken Fries (right) presented the Civilian
Life Saving Award to 12-year-old Tony Buuck, who helped rescue his 8year-old sister Samantha from the family's pond in March.

Allen County elected officials and
department heads met with state
lawmakers on June 4 at Memorial
Coliseum for the County’s Legislative
Breakfast. The meeting included a
recap of how the County’s platform
fared during the recently completed
session of the General Assembly.

County Commissioner Linda
Bloom presented a special proclamation during the annual Police
Officers Memorial Day ceremony
on May 10 at the Law Enforcement-Firefighters Memorial of
Allen County on Wells Street.

60 Army Reserve Soldiers assigned to the
384th MP Battalion were welcomed home
at Memorial Coliseum June 26. The unit
deployed August 22, 2012 to Afghanistan
and spent the past year working with the
Afghan National Army.

The 13th annual City-County Summer
Blood Drive took place on June 12 at the
Citizens Square Omni Room and in the
Ed Rousseau Centre. A total of 46 productive units of blood were donated.

About The ACE
The Allen County Employees newsletter
(The ACE) is electronically published
every other month by the Allen County
Public Information Office.
Story ideas, pictures and inquiries
may be sent to
The Allen County Commissioners Office,

We’re on the web at
www.allencounty.us

c/o The ACE, 200 E. Berry St.,
Suite 410, Fort Wayne, IN 46802.
Submissions may also be made to
michael.green@allencounty.us

Allen County Info is on
Twitter,

Facebook,

YouTube and
Nixle

Don’t Forget…
County Offices Will Be Closed on Thursday, July
4th, for the Independence Day Holiday!!!

