New Policy for County Car
Rentals Now in Place
A new policy establishing standards for all
County employees to
follow when they are
required to travel by
automobile for work
related purposes went
into effect on April 1.
The policy, approved by
the Board of Commissioners on March 8,
encourages employees to
avoid using their personal vehicles for work
related travel whenever
possible.
“In the event that a
county loaner vehicle is
not available from the

Service Center, departments should rent a
vehicle,” said Bob Bolenbaugh, County purchasing director whose department is responsible
for administering the
program. “In most circumstances, it is more
cost effective for departments to rent a vehicle
than to reimburse employees for use of their
personal vehicle.”
Under the policy’s
guidelines, County employees should rent a
car from Enterprise
Rent-A-Car in the following situations:



When driving is
more cost effective
than airline or rail
travel



When a county
loaner vehicle is not
available



When traveling
more than 75 miles



While at a destination, when it is less
expensive than other modes of transportation such as
taxi, airport limo or
airport shuttle
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Citizens Square Workers to be
Quizzed on Evacuation Plan
To ensure that the
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Log onto the Intranet using your regular ID and password.
(acfwintranet)
Click the Applications tab along the
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Page.
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Citizens Square Evacuation Training Includes Quiz
(Cont’d from Page 1)
The Citizens Square Emergency
Evacuation Plan document can be
accessed and printed by clicking CSQ
Emer Evac Plan in the Applications
tab on the Intranet.
All Citizens Square employees
need to complete this training
and quiz by Friday, May 10.
If you do not have computer access,
please contact Tracy Mitchener in
County Human Resources at extension 3201 to make arrangements to
complete the required training.

“Revealing Our Rivers” Initiative Rescheduled to May 4
Due to high water conditions, the
“Revealing Our Rivers” Initiative
scheduled for Saturday, April 20 will
be held on Saturday, May 4, 8 a.m. –
noon.
The Friends of the Parks of Allen
County invite community volunteers
to do something great and reveal the
beauty of our downtown rivers. Volunteers, age 18 or older, who would
like to help clean up trees, invasive
species, trash and debris left on the
riverbanks are invited to register
with Robin Holley at

robin_holley@comcast.net or 260-4173804. Each participant must sign a
waiver which will be provided during
registration. No experience is necessary. All participants are asked to
wear sturdy shoes and to dress for
the weather.
Registered volunteers should meet at
the Headwaters Parking Lot
(Southeast corner of the Harrison
Street Bridge) at 8 a.m. May 4. Volunteers are encouraged to bring
small hand tools such as tree saws,

bow saws or loppers/pruners to remove vegetation.
Cleaning locations include: Land in
front of the Water Filtration Plant;
Third Street Pump Station; Headwaters Park West; Harrison Street
Bridge leading into Headwaters
Park; Harrison Street Bridge heading east towards Historic Wells St.
Bridge; East Bloomingdale Park; and
West Central around the Main Street
Bridge.

New Car Rental Policy for County Employees
(Cont’d from Page 1)
Allen County is providing this service
through the State of Indiana’s Quantity Purchase Agreement contract
with Enterprise. QPAs benefit the
state and county by enabling the
state to aggregate its purchases to
achieve bulk pricing. QPAs are
awarded via the competitive bid process.
For more information on the policy or

if you have questions, call Bob Bolenbaugh at 449-7567 or send an email
to robert.bolenbaugh@allencounty.us.
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Coliseum Prepares for Expansion Project
Pair of Food Courts to be Built on Arena’s 200 Level
The Allen County War Memorial Coliseum is set to undergo its biggest
expansion project since the 2002 roof
raising, when two food courts are
constructed on the 200 level of the
Arena, during the summer of 2013.
Preliminary construction is expected
to begin May, followed by heavy construction starting in mid-June. The
project will be completed by the start
of the 2013-2014 Fort Wayne Komets
hockey season.

Also included in the project are renovations to restrooms on the 200 level
concourse.
The food courts will allow the Coliseum to offer a greater variety of food
and beverage options to guests and
dramatically enhance the environment on the most heavily used Arena
concourse level.

Health Dept. Announces County’s Favorite Baby Names from 2012
The results are in, and the winners
are… Olivia and Liam.
According to a tally of birth certificates filed with the Fort Wayne-Allen
County Department of Health, Olivia
edged Sophia as the most popular
girl name and Liam topped the list of
most popular boy names in 2012.
While some of the most popular
names in Allen County for both girls

and boys remain largely unchanged
from the previous year, there was
some jockeying for position. In 2012,
Jacob and Lucas tied for 2nd after
being 11th and 14th in 2011. Among
baby girls, Ava dropped from 1st to
6th and Charlotte dropped from 6th
to 14th.

tian, Wyatt, Blake and Easton for
boys.
In 2012, there were a total of 6,762
babies born in Allen County -- 3,471
boys and 3,291 girls -- down slightly
from 6,767 in 2011.

Parents may also consider these upand-coming names: Adelyn, Evelyn,
Brielle and Zoey for girls, and Chris-

Annual Summer Blood Drive Set for June 12
The 13th annual County & City Employees Summer Red Cross Blood
Drive is set for Wednesday, June 12
from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m.
There will be two locations available
for contributing blood: the Garden
Level Omni Room (Suite 045) in Citizens Square and at the Red Cross
mobile unit parked on the Wayne
Street side of the Rousseau Centre.
There is always a need for blood in
the United States. Accidents, surgeries and other everyday occurrences
require a constant supply of donations. With our help, the Red Cross
can meet that need!
Individuals who are 17 years of age,
meet weight and height requirements

(110 pounds or more, depending on
their height) and are in generally
good health may be eligible to donate
blood. Please bring your Red Cross
blood donor card or other form of
positive ID when you come to donate.
Donations at both locations will be
accepted by appointment in order to
keep the time investment to a minimum. Scheduling information will be
provided during the month of May.
For more information about becoming a blood donor, contact County
Public Information Officer Mike
Green by calling 449-7671 or sending
an email to michael.green@allencounty.us.
We encourage you to spend an hour
of your day on June 12 saving a life!

Allen County and City of Ft. Wayne employees roll up their sleeves during last year’s
Summer Blood Drive in the Citizens Square
Omni Room. This year’s drive is scheduled
for June 12 and will be held in the Omni
Room as well as the Red Cross mobile unit
which will be parked on the Wayne Street
side of the Rousseau Centre.

Page 4

The ACE

IT’S TIME TO PLAN FOR SUMMER SPORTS & CAMP AGAIN…
And many require a physical.
The County Employee Health Clinic
provides school/sports/camp physicals free
and with minimal waiting to employees and families
with County health insurance.
Request your required physical form and
call 449-8660 to make an appointment.

Mark your calendar

2nd Annual
Employee Health Fair
July 16, 2013, 7:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Citizens Square,
Garden Level/Omni Room
Health screenings, immunizations, massage therapy & door prizes!

More information to come
Brought to you by the Employee Health Clinic , the Health Dept., & Allen County & City Human
Resources.
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County Officials Send Letter Regarding Income Tax
The Allen County Board of Commissioners and Allen County Council
sent a letter on April 9 to Fort Wayne
Mayor Tom Henry and members of
the Fort Wayne Common Council
regarding a possible increase in the
local option income tax that was
identified as one of several options
for meeting the city's fiscal challenges by the mayor's Fiscal Policy
Group.

and revenues decrease has become
extremely challenging for government entities in our state.

Here is the text of the county officials' letter:

However, as you continue to discuss
the proposals recently submitted by
the mayor’s Fiscal Policy Group, we
as the elected leaders for Allen County wish to remind you that the decisions you make will likely have an
impact on all of our residents. This is
especially true in the case of a proposal to raise the local option income
tax.

"As fellow elected officials, we certainly understand the difficult choices you are facing as you look to deal
with the City of Fort Wayne’s anticipated financial problems in 2014.
Providing the services your constituents want and need while costs rise

Regardless of the amount of the increase, such action would leave many
of our constituents who live in unincorporated portions of Allen County
with little or no representation on
the matter. They would be paying the
same increase as those who live with-

in the city limits of Fort Wayne, yet
would fail to receive all of the benefits and services associated with the
increase.
We respectfully request that you
thoroughly examine all methods for
reducing expenditures and controlling costs before implementation of
any income tax increase. We would
welcome the opportunity to have a
dialogue with you about this matter
before any final decisions are made."

Go to www.nixle.com to register for official Allen County information

Allen County 2012 Annual Report Released
The 2012 Annual Report for Allen
County has been released by the
Board of Commissioners’ Public Information Office.



Highlights of the comprehensive, 18page color report include:

Efforts to streamline the landuse permitting process for largescale developments;



Reports from various County
elected officials and departments
under the direction of the Board
of Commissioners; and



A list of current County elected
officials and department heads.



A breakdown of general fund
revenues and the distribution of
the county general fund budget
in 2012;



A review of efforts to enhance
economic development in Allen
County;



The completion of the Maplecrest
Road extension and a recap of
some of the major projects undertaken by the County Highway
Department;



The dedication of the Edwin J.
Rousseau Centre, formerly the

City-County Building;

The 2012 Annual Report was printed
through the facilities of the Fort
Wayne Community Schools’ print
shop. It will be distributed to public
facilities throughout the community,
including government offices and
branches of the Allen County Public
Library. The report is also available
online at the county’s website –
www.allencounty.us.
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Sol Fest Set for May 4 & 5 at Fox Island Park
Sol Fest -- the annual two-day music
festival in Allen County that celebrates the sun -- is scheduled for May
4 and 5 at Fox Island County Park.
A wide variety of activities is planned
for this year's event, highlighted by
music from some of the most talented
artists in the area. Festival organizers promise something for everyone -from "wired" to "acoustic" -- at the
Main Stage.
Other activities include a beer garden, kids' area, hayrides, food and
hiking opportunities at the park.
Sol Fest began as an anniversary
celebration of 25 years of nature education at Fox Island County Park and
State Nature Preserve and the return of the summer season.
"The most exciting thing about Sol
Fest is that it benefits the kids," said
Jeff Baxter, Allen County Parks Su-

perintendent. "Most of the proceeds
for the festival are designated for
scholarships for schools that can't
afford to visit Allen County Parks on
field trips, kids that can't afford to
attend our day camps and to provide
environmental educational programming to organizations that assist
disadvantaged kids."
Hours for Sol Fest are Noon to 7 p.m.
both days. The Kids' Area is open
from Noon to 5 p.m. both days. Admission is $5 per person. There is no
admission charge for children 11 and
under.
If you would like more information
regarding the festival, contact Ron
Zartman at 449-3186 or
rzartman@allencountyparks.org.
You can also find out more by checking out the Allen County Parks website at www.allencountyparks.org.

Upcoming County Parks Programs & Events
Caving Adventure
Metea County Park, May 11
Bob Dispenza will be leading a trip to
a cave near Springville. We’ll be exploring a wild cave in the area and
going off the beaten path, looking for
cave wildlife and unusual formations.
Mandatory pre-caving class is Friday, May 3, 7:30 p.m. Class fee covers maps & caving instruction.
Cost: $20 Pre-register by: 5/1
To register or for more information:
Email
bdispenza@allencountyparks.org
or call 449-8619.
Mother’s Day Wildflower Hike
Metea County Park Nature Center
May 12, 2:00 p.m.

Give your mother a living bouquet!
We’ll learn about all kinds of native
wildflowers, and talk a little about
animal mothers, on this hike through
the spring woods.

strokes that will help you follow the
course.

Cost: FREE TO MOMS $2.00 everyone else! Pre-register by: 5/8

Email mgobert@allencountyparks.org

Cost: $5.00 Pre-register by: 5/13
To register or for more information:
or call: 449-3777 .

To register or for more information:
Email
bdispenza@allencountyparks.org
or call 449-8619.

Parks Dept. Coupon
Canoeing Basics

Look on the final page of this

Fox Island Bowman Lake Shelter #1

edition of the ACE to find a

May 18, 1:00–3:00 p.m.
Learn how to paddle a canoe and get
to where you aim to go! You will
learn the basics of water safety, parts
of the paddle and canoe, and the

coupon for a One Day Family Pass
to either Fox Island or Metea
County Parks (some restrictions
apply).
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Master Gardener Plant Sale May 18
Purdue Master Gardener volunteers
will once again offer a wide variety of
perennial plants at their plant sale at
the Allen County Extension office on
Saturday, May 18th from 1:00 to 4:00
p.m.

garage across from the Extension
office located on the IPFW campus.
The event will occur rain or shine.
Call the Allen County Extension office at 260-481-6826 for more information.

The plants for the sale are homegrown by Master Gardener volunteers and are also dug from their
gardens or the gardens at the Extension office. This year, native perennials will also be offered, along with
sapling trees from the Fort Wayne
Arborists.
Proceeds from the sale help support
the Display Gardens at the Extension
office and the Purdue Master Gardener program in Allen County. Free
parking is available at the parking

Purdue Extension Office News
Purdue Master Gardener Youth
Program 15 Year Reunion
Planned
The Allen County Master Gardener
Youth program is an award winning
summer educational program offered
by Purdue Cooperative Extension to
young adults ages 8- 18 .
In late June, 2013, we are holding a
15-year reunion for all students who
have taken the program since its
inception in 1998.
Please contact Purdue Horticulture
extension educator Ricky Kemery at
260-481-6826 or e-mail him at
kemeryr@purdue.edu if you have
participated in the Master Gardener
Youth Program and want more information about this upcoming event.
Fruit Tree Workshop
Purdue Horticulture Extension Educator Ricky Kemery will present a

workshop on Growing and Caring for
Fruit Trees at the Allen County Extension office on Saturday April 27 at
10:30 AM.
The workshop will focus on the selection and care of apples, peaches,
pears and plum trees.
RSVP for the workshop by calling the
Allen County extension office at 260481-6826 (option 3).
Accepting Applications for Fall
2013 Master Gardener Volunteer
Program
The Purdue University Master Gardener volunteer program helps gardeners grow by providing them with
intensive training in horticultural
principles. Participants, in turn,
share their knowledge by providing
volunteer leadership and service to
their communities. In 2013, volunteer training sessions will begin on

Sept. 5 and conclude in early November. Training sessions will be conducted at the Allen County Extension
office on Tuesday and Thursday
mornings from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. (weekly classes are separate
teaching sessions, not the same session).
The $125.00 program fee includes
class material and a reference notebook. To learn more about this very
popular volunteer program or to pick
up an application, visit the Allen
County Extension office, 4001 Crescent Avenue, or call 260-481-6826
and press option #3. Additional information and an application can also
be downloaded from
www.extension.purdue.edu/allen
(click on Home Yard and Garden
Volunteer Opportunities).

Page 10

The ACE

Employee News
The Latest News About You!

New Employees


The County Highway Department has the following new employees: Matt Hill started Mar. 25 as a Maintenance
Worker I at the North Barn; Adam Brite started Apr. 15 as a Mechanic at the North Barn; and Jonathon Jones
Started Apr. 2 as a Mechanic at the North Barn.

Promotions


Purdue Extension of Allen County would like to congratulate Vickie J. Hadley, for being appointed County Extension
Director effective Feb. 1. In addition to her normal responsibilities as Health & Human Sciences Extension Educator,
Vickie served as Interim County Extension Director since January of 2012.



Jason Funk, Court Records Deputy III in the Small Claims Division of the Clerk of the Courts Office, was promoted to
Finance Deputy IV in the Finance/Support Division.

Retirements


After 25 years with the Memorial Coliseum, Vice President of Sales & Chief Operating Officer Garnett Miller announced her retirement on April 1.



Jeff Ulmer retired on Mar. 29 after 32 years of service from the Highway Department Sign Shop.

Accomplishments & Awards


In the Wayne Township Assessor’s Office, Jon Albright, Paul Baker and Tyler Hill passed the IAAO 171 exam.
Jon and Paul also passed the IAAO 201 exam.



Joel Carboni, County IT Department, has been named to the Science Central Board of Directors for 2013-14. Joel
was also appointed Marketing and Development Committee chairman.



The Allen County War Memorial Coliseum is No. 10 in the world for concert ticket sales, among similar-sized
venues, on the Venues Today “Top Stop” rankings for the February – March 2013 reporting period.

Weddings


Daisy Follis, Court Records Deputy III – Court Records Division of the Clerk of the Courts office, is getting married on May 18 to Nathan Harnish.

Births


Chief Deputy Auditor Nick Jordan and his wife Lindsey welcomed Vincent Anthony into their family on Feb. 20.
He weighed 8 lbs. and is joining two big sisters and two big brothers at home



Andrew Smethers, Court Records Deputy III in the Records Management Division of the Clerk of the Courts office, and his wife Leah welcomed Reagan on Feb. 14.



Lindsey Unger, Finance Deputy IV in Misdemeanor and Traffic Division of the Clerk’s office, and her husband
Matt welcomed Lilliana Marie on Feb. 18.



County Treasurer Sue Orth is a grandma — again. Her daughter Lizzy gave birth to a baby girl in Toledo, Ohio.
Evelyn was born Apr. 11 weighing 5 lbs, 6 oz. and 19 ¼ inches long.
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If your department is celebrating an accomplishment or
doing something good in the community, send along a
picture and information to the “ACE” for our next edition!

Spring is home repair and fix up time. And that’s also the case at the Allen
County Courthouse. During April and May, two craftsmen are doing repair
work to the scagliola fixtures at the historic Courthouse. Neil Colchin (left)
and Neil Wiffill (right) have combed the entirety of the Courthouse to find and
fix pillars and walls that have been damaged or simply suffered wear and tear
over time. Scagliola is a marble-like material that is made from plaster and
infused with pigments and glue. Through a process of careful working of the
surface, the scagliola is burnished to a high polish. One of the challenges for
Colchin and Wiffill is to keep intact one of the central features of the overall
coordinated color and design scheme of the building, the element that tied the
floors to the ceilings, art glass and murals.

Moeko Nakazaki, a student from Fushiki
Senior High School in Japan, visited Fort
Wayne in March as part of the Sister
Cities Exchange program and stopped by
to meet Commissioner Therese Brown
(right). Kim Yagodinski (left) with the
County Highway Department served as
host to Moeko during her visit to our community.

ACSWD education coordinator Laura
Rhoades prepares to try out the Environmental Wheel before the crowds arrive
for Earth Day 2013 activities at Eagle
Marsh Preservation.

Allen County and Fort Wayne government officials visited with state lawmakers in Indianapolis on Apr. 8 during Day at the Statehouse. Sen. Dennis Kruse (top left) welcomed the group during a morning update on bills
still to be acted upon by the General Assembly. Commissioner Linda
Bloom (top right) has the chance to discuss legislative matters with Rep.
Phil GiaQuinta. During a luncheon session (bottom left), local officials
heard predictions from lawmakers on what’s ahead in the final weeks of
the session. Attendees also had the chance to tour the Capitol Building
(lower right) and watch the House and Senate sessions that day.

Commissioner Nelson Peters (2nd from
left) joins New Haven officials on Apr. 24
as ground is broken for the new $25 million FedEx distribution center.

About The ACE
The Allen County Employees newsletter
(The ACE) is electronically published
every other month by the Allen County
Public Information Office.
Story ideas, pictures and inquiries
may be sent to
The Allen County Commissioners Office,

We’re on the web at
www.allencounty.us

c/o The ACE, 200 E. Berry St.,
Suite 410, Fort Wayne, IN 46802.
Submissions may also be made to
michael.green@allencounty.us

Allen County Info is on
Twitter,

Facebook,

YouTube and
Nixle

