Employees Urged to Use InNetwork Health Care Providers
Recently, Parkview
Health sent a letter to
Allen County employees
who were recently enrolled in the Signature
Care PPO network. The
letter encourages employees to continue to
use Parkview Health
rather than utilizing the
County’s exclusive
Three Rivers Preferred
network and, as a result, they will basically
reduce the out-ofnetwork penalties that
would be the partici-

pant’s responsibility for
going out-of-network.
Although this sounds
attractive, it means that
Allen County (the Plan)
will be paying full cost
for services rendered
with those providers at
little to no network discount. This will definitely increase Allen
County’s claim expenses.
Your out of pocket expenses would also be
greater when you use an
out of network provider

because you will not
receive true in-network
discounting for your
care.
For 2013, the County
was able to avoid increasing insurance premiums, maintain plan
coverage, and increase
employee’s salaries
based on savings from
the deep discounts from
the single network arrangement with Three
Rivers Preferred.

Working with representatives from the City and
County, BB-BS is
launching a new pilot
program to have mentors from local government become School
Buddies with first and
second grade students
at Maplewood and

Southwick Elementary
schools.
Participation is very
simple. The City and
County mentors will
meet and talk with their
students once a week
during the lunch hour.
In an effort to remove as
many obstacles as possible, BBBS will be
providing transportation one day per week to
each school. Ongoing
training and support
will be provided by
BBBS.

January/February 2013

Major Milestone for
FamilyWize
Details on Page 3

(Continued on page 2)

Big Brothers-Big Sisters Launching
“School Buddies” Program
Big Brothers Big Sisters
of Northeast Indiana
(BBBS) has an exciting
opportunity for employees of Allen County and
the City of Fort Wayne.
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The goal is to foster positive relationships that
will lead to educational
success and enhanced
social skills. Studies
show that such mentoring makes a huge difference in a child’s life as
well as the volunteer.
(Continued on page 2)

Inside this issue:
Coliseum’s Double
Dose of Good News

3

Fast Facts About
Prediabetes

4

Honor for Highway
Dept. Worker

5

Communications
Advice

6

Judge Sims Stepping
Down

7

Extension Office
News

8

Employee News

10

County Happenings

11

Page 2

The ACE

Commissioners, Council Reorganize for New Year
The Allen County Board of Commissioners elected new officers for 2013
at its January 4 meeting.
During the board’s first legislative
session of the new year, Therese
Brown was elected to serve as president. Brown is serving her first term
as commissioner from the second
district. She served as the board’s
secretary last year.

the board’s secretary.
The Allen County Council also elected new officers during its reorganization meeting on January 3.
Darren Vogt, who represents the
Council’s third district, was chosen to
serve as president for 2013. Roy
Buskirk, one of three at-large members, was elected vice-president.

Nelson Peters, commissioner from
the first district and immediate past
president, was elected vice president
for the new year.
Linda Bloom, commissioner from the
third district, was chosen to serve as

“School Buddies” Program Recruiting Volunteers
(Cont’d from Page 1)
BB-BS is looking to recruit 50 to 100
City and County employees and
would like to begin this program as
soon as possible.
If anyone is interested in participating in this new program, print and
complete the volunteer application
form which can be found on the
County/City Intranet site and return
it to Janette Jacquay in County Human Resources, Citizens Square, 200

E. Berry Street, Suite 380,. A representative from Big Brothers Big Sisters will be contacting you to schedule a one-one interview and a background investigation.

County Encourages Use of In-Network Providers
(Cont’d from Page 1)
To contain costs, your best option is
to receive care from an in-network
provider. As many physicians are
members of both the Parkview and
Three Rivers Preferred network, we
encourage you to use in-network providers whenever possible.
If you have questions about using
network providers, please contact
Deb Hudson, County Insurance Man-

ager, at 449-7689, or Pro-Claim Plus
at 436-9495.
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Allen County FamilyWize Hits $1 Million in Savings
A simple card distributed in Allen
County over the past five and a half
years has saved local residents over
$1 million on prescription drugs.
The major accomplishment for the
local FamilyWize prescription drug
discount card program was announced on January 9 by United Way
of Allen County and the Allen County
Commissioners’ office.
From the program’s introduction in
Allen County through November of
last year, the cards have been used
more than 61,000 times, adding up to
$1,021,227 in savings. The average
savings is about 31 percent.
United Way of Allen County began
offering the program to residents in
March of 2007 through its member
agencies. In April 2008, the Allen
County Commissioners’ office teamed
up with United Way to help publicize
the program and distribute cards in
the community.
“$1 million in savings is significant.
When one out of every four people

has trouble buying their medicine,
we’re looking for every way possible
to make sure every person in our
community gets the free help provided by these cards,” said Commissioner Therese Brown.
FamilyWize cards are primarily for
people with no health insurance or
prescription coverage. However, they
can also be used when people have to
buy medicine not covered by their
health insurance, Medicaid, Medicare or VA benefits. There are no
income qualifications or eligibility
requirements to use the card. Users
take the card to their pharmacy and
ask for the discount.
In a new development for 2013, the
YMCA of Greater Fort Wayne has
agreed to help distribute FamilyWize
cards through its four Allen County
facilities and its Childcare Services
Branch. The cards are also available
at the Associated Churches of Fort
Wayne’s 28 food banks as well as a
variety of local partner agencies, municipal and county agencies and de-

Commissioners Linda Bloom, Therese
Brown and Nelson Peters join United Way of
Allen County President Todd Stephenson on
Jan. 9 to celebrate over $1 million in savings
for the local FamilyWize prescription drug
discount card program.

partments. In addition, you can print
a card, look up drug prices and find a
list of participating pharmacies by
going to www.familywize.org.

Coliseum Ranked ''Top Spot,'' ''Prime Site'' by Industry Publications
The Allen County War Memorial Coliseum has garnered special recognition from two magazines that cover
the entertainment venue industry.
The Memorial Coliseum is No. 4 in
the world for concert ticket sales,
among similar-sized venues, on the
Venues Today “Top Stop” rankings
for the December 2012 – January
2013 reporting period.
The ranking, released in the February 2013 issue of Venues Today, was
based on concert and event grosses
from December 16 through January
15, as reported to the industry leading publication.
The Memorial Coliseum had three
different events appear on the VT

Hot Tickets list for the same reporting period: Harlem Globetrotters on
December 30 at No. 13; the Indoor
Midget Car Races, December 28 &
29, at No. 11; and the sold out Zac
Brown Band concert on January 11
coming in at No. 6.
The rankings are among similar
sized venues, seating between 10,001
and 15,000 people.
The Memorial Coliseum has also
been named a “Prime Site” by Facilities Magazine for the twelfth consecutive year.
Facilities Magazine, one of the top
publications in the industry, salutes
the finest venues in North America
with its “Prime Site Award.” Mem-

bers of the selection committee are
industry executives who are directly
involved in site selection, including
promoters, booking agents and event
planners.
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Prediabetes
Overview
While most people are familiar with diabetes, many have not heard of a condition called prediabetes. This is when a person's blood sugar levels are higher than normal but not high enough to be considered type 2 diabetes.
Unfortunately, this is an increasingly common health issue with the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) estimating
that 79 million Americans have prediabetes, but only 7% of people with prediabetes are aware of their condition. They further estimate
that one in three adults aged 20 years and older and half of all Americans aged 65 years and older have prediabetes. That would mean
that over 21,000 seniors in Allen County have prediabetes!
Who is at Risk







People who are 45 years of age or older
People who are overweight
People who have a parent, brother or sister with diabetes
People whose family background is African American, Hispanic/Latino, American Indian, Asian American or Pacific Islander

Woman who developed diabetes while pregnant (gestational diabetes), or gave birth to a baby weighing 9 pounds or more
People who are physically active less than three times a week
Impact
County-level CDC estimates of diagnosed diabetes among adults 20 years of age or older in Allen County, using an age-adjusted percentage, show an increasing trend of diagnosed diabetes from 7% in 2004 to 10% in 2009. This rate is higher than the state rate of 9%.
In addition, Allen County currently has a higher mortality rate for diabetes than Indiana. Nationally, the mortality rate for diabetes is 22.5.
Indiana is ranked 27th in the United States for number of deaths due to diabetes. Allen County has a higher age-adjusted mortality rate
for diabetes than Indiana.
Costs
The national cost of diabetes in the U.S. in 2007 exceeded $174 billion. This estimate included $116 billion in excess medical expenditures attributed to diabetes, as well as $58 billion in reduced national productivity. People with diagnosed diabetes, on average, have
medical expenditures that are approximately 2.3 times higher than the expenditures would be in the absence of diabetes. Approximately
$1 in $10 health care dollars is attributed to diabetes. Indirect costs include increased factors such as absenteeism, reduced productivity,
and lost productive capacity due to early mortality .
What You Can Do:



Diabetes (and prediabetes) can be prevented by a few lifestyle changes including modest weight loss (5% to 7% of body weight)
and regular physical activity (at least 150 minutes each week of physical activity, such as brisk walking). A dietician, lifestyle coach or
fitness trainer can all be helpful in identifying and implementing changes that can work within your busy lifestyle.



Parents need to limit their children's screen time to no more than 2 hours per day and encourage regular physical activity.

Fast Facts is a collaboration of the Fort Wayne-Allen County Department of Health and
United Way of Allen County 2-1-1
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Highway Dept. Employee Named “Firefighter of the Year”
Courtesy the “New Haven Bulletin”
On December, 3, local firefighters were named “Firefighter of the Year” by
their respective station. From Station 2 located on Paulding Road in Adams
Township, Captain Rick Kaylor was chosen by his peers as Firefighter of the
Year. According to Assistant Fire Chief Gary Marquardt of Station 2 on presenting Captain Kaylor with this award, “Rick is the biggest thorn in my side,
and I wouldn’t trade him for anything.” Marquardt and Kaylor have both
worked at Station 2 together for over 30 years. This is the second Firefighter
of the Year award for Kaylor.
Name: Rick Kaylor
Title: Captain
Residency: Born in New Haven and has lived in Adams Township for 30
years.
Family: Kaylor is married to Patricia and has an adult daughter, Christina.
Years Served as a Firefighter: 30 years (since 1982).

Capt. Rick Kaylor

How Did You Become Interested in Being a Firefighter ?: Kaylor saw a
sign outside the fire station while driving by one day and decided to sign up.
He’s been a firefighter ever since.
Favorite Thing About Being A Firefighter: Kaylor says it is very fulfilling for him to serve the community as a firefighter.
Employment: Kaylor works full-time at the Allen County Department of
Transportation. He has been employed there for 34 years.

Go to www.nixle.com to register for official Allen County information

Winter Blood Drive Collects 62 Units from County &
City Workers
Employees of Allen County and the
City of Fort Wayne have given the
Red Cross the ability to provide lifesaving blood to as many as 186 people in our community.
The Winter County & City Employees Blood Drive took place on January 23 with government employees
donating a total of 62 productive
units of blood. As many as three people can be helped with the components contained in just one single
unit of blood.
This was the fourth year that employees have participated in the winter drive, sponsored by the Allen
County Board of Commissioners and
the City of Fort Wayne. Blood was
collected in the Citizens Square Om-

ni Room and at a Red Cross mobile
blood unit located outside the Ed
Rousseau Centre.
For seven employees, this was their
first time donating blood.
The Summer County/City employees’
blood drive is scheduled to take place
at the same locations on Wednesday,
June 12.
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Communications Tip: “Perception = Results” Formula
Submitted by Pamela Gilley, Trainer, Van Daele & Associates, Inc.
Our perceptions are formed by three
things: the event + our interpretation
of it + our reaction to it. When all
three of these come together in our
communications, they determine the
results that we get.
Event + Interpretation + Reaction
= Results
If you’re not getting the results you
want, try reframing one or more of
the three parts that are making up
your perceptions. To reframe begin
by asking and answering some of
these questions:

Interpretation.





Reaction.



Event.










Ask yourself what are the facts
about what happened?
Do you have all the facts or is
something missing?
Are all of these really facts, or
have you confused some of your
assumptions as facts?

Ask yourself what are you choosing to believe about the event?
What assumptions are you making?
What is your story or preconceived ideas about the people
involved in the event or the circumstances of the issue?

Once you’ve processed those questions, ask yourself how you might
change even just one part of your
perception to get a better result.

Notice and observe your feelings,
your thoughts, your emotions
and behaviors.
How are they impacting the communication?
Notice, too, how you are physically feeling. Is your heart racing? Are you feeling anxious with
a knot in your stomach? Are your
shoulders tight? Are you clenching your jaw or frowning? Are
you smiling and feeling joy?

Follow Allen County INfo on social media!

Voter Registration Expands Office Hours
With the new year comes new, expanded office hours for the Allen
County Voter Registration Office.
As of February 1, the Voter Registration Office is now accepting walk-in
traffic and telephone calls from 9:00
a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday. Previously, the office had
been closed to the public on Mondays.
The Voter Registration Office is located at One West Superior Street,
Suite 111, in downtown Fort Wayne,
Indiana.

As a reminder, Indiana residents
with a valid Indiana driver’s license
or Indiana state-issued identification
card may submit voter registrations
online at any time at
www.indianavoters.com.
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Allen Courts Upgrades Jury Technology for Citizen Jurors
The Allen Superior Court has upgraded Allen County’s jury system by
installing what is believed to be the
country’s first interactive mobile
messaging application utilizing
“Natural Language Processing” (NLP).

confirmation/cancellation alerts, the
technology enables the jury system
server to receive questions in the
form of text or email messages from a
potential juror in “everyday language,” evaluate the meaning and
provide an accurate response..

NLP is the ability of software systems to recognize and interpret the
meaning of human text and speech.
This application is a texting and
email feature called “mJuror” and is
designed to be fully integrated with
the current interactive voice response
(IVR) and web based jury management modules. This interactive texting/email feature is believed to be
the first in the nation for jury management software.

Jurors can receive diverse reporting
information by texting or emailing
inquiries such as, “where do I park?”,
“when do I report?”, “how do I get
there?” etc. They can even request
weather reports, traffic conditions
and link to Google Maps to allow
GPS navigation from their current
location to their reporting site.

In the Courts’ ongoing efforts to develop and install enhanced public
access to the jury system, it is introducing this advanced texting and
email capability for use with any
smart phone device. In addition to
sending standard juror reporting

The Courts’ jury management software vendor since year 2002, Judicial
Systems, Inc., invited the local
Courts to collaborate on the final
development and beta testing of this
new application. As a result, this
jury system upgrade has been installed at no cost to Allen County.
Official launch date was December 6,
2012.

Allen Superior Court Judge Sims Announces Plans to Retire
The Honorable Judge Stephen M.
Sims has announced his retirement,
effective Friday, April 26.
Judge Sims has served the citizens of
Allen County since 1983 as the Prosecutor of Allen County (1983-1994),
Hearing Officer/Magistrate of the
Allen Circuit Court (1995-1996), and
Judge of the Allen Superior Court,
Family Relations Division (1997 to
present).
Judge Sims has served on various
boards at local, state, and national
organizations throughout his public
service career, including most recently those impacting children involved
in delinquency and family matters.

“I want to expresses my heart-felt
appreciation to my family, my colleagues on the Bench and at Bar, my
staff at the Allen County Juvenile
Center, and to the community at
large, who I’ve been privileged to
serve,” Judge Sims said.

Judge Stephen A. Sims
(Courtesy News-Sentinel)
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Get Ready for Spring with Help from the Allen County-Purdue Extension
Office
Fort Wayne Home & Garden
Show
"Pathways to a Healthy Garden" will
be the theme of the Master Gardener
seminars offered at the 2013 Fort
Wayne Home and Garden Show held
at the Memorial Coliseum from February 28 - March 3.
Purdue Master Gardeners and other
area experts will offer their tips and
tricks regarding gardening basics at
the Master Gardener Stage each day
at the show. Learn about composting,
vegetable gardening, growing flowers, tree care and selection, growing
fruit trees, sustainable landscapes,
and canning and preserving food.
HGTV's network star Erica Glasener
will be offering seminars also at the
stage. In addition, Purdue Master
Gardeners will also be available to
answer garden questions at their
Purdue booth located in the garden
hall. Purchase seeds of unusual flowers and vegetables at the booth and
help support the Master Gardener

volunteer program!



Monday, April 8 - Garden Potpourri with a Focus on Vegetables - Shawnee Library Branch 7:00 p.m.



Monday, April 22 - Tree Triage Aboite Library Branch - 7:00
p.m.



Monday, April 29 - Tree Triage Dupont Library Branch - 7:00
p.m.

For more information, contact the
Allen County Extension office at 260
- 481- 6826 (option 3).
Gardening Seminars offered at
Area Library Branches
Purdue Horticulture Extension Educator Ricky Kemery will present several "Horticulture on the Road" seminars" at several library branches this
spring. The seminars will focus on
tree planting, care, and selection,
basic lawn care, and general gardening - including the sustainable vegetable garden. Ricky writes bi-weekly
feature articles for the Fort Wayne
Journal Gazette, and also has appeared on numerous radio programs and joins Rick Wolfe's "House Calls"
radio program on WOWO during the
summer months.
Seminar Topics and Locations:



Tuesday, April 2 - Basic Lawn
Care -- Georgetown Library
Branch - 6:30 p.m.

Fruit Tree Workshop
Purdue Horticulture Extension Educator Ricky Kemery will present a
workshop on Growing and Caring for
Fruit Trees at the Allen County Extension office on Saturday April 27 at
10:30 a.m.
The workshop will focus on the selection and care of apples, peaches,
pears and plum trees.
RSVP for the workshop by calling the
Allen County extension office at 260481-6826 (option 3).

Allen County 4-H Plant Sale Fundraiser
Allen County 4-H Clubs, Inc. is sponsoring a Plant Sale Fundraiser.
Each 4-inch potted geranium will
cost $1.00. Colors offered this year
include Red, Salmon, White, Pink
and Fuchsia. Hanging baskets available are Boston Fern, Purple Wave
Petunia, Pink Wave Petunia, Geranium Baskets in Red or Salmon, and
New Guinea Impatiens Baskets in
Red or Salmon. All hanging baskets
are $13.00 for a 10” basket.
Orders must be placed and paid for
by March 29 or while supplies last.
Pick up location will be the Allen
County Fairgrounds, 2726 Carroll
Road in the Lions Club Building.

Pick up will be THURSDAY, May 9,
5-8 pm or Friday, May 10 from 9 a.m.
-12 Noon.
No refunds for orders not picked up.
Orders not picked up will be available for resale.
For order forms and for additional
information call the Purdue Extension Office, Allen County at 481-6826
or visit our website at
www.extension.purdue.edu/allen to
download an order form.
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Employee News
The Latest News About You!

New Employees


Charity Murphy has joined the County Human Resources Department as the new Risk Manager/Attorney. She
comes to us from the Fort Wayne firm of Murphy Ice & Koeneman where she worked primarily in general insurance, medical malpractice and personal injury law.



The County Clerk of the Courts Office welcomes Margaret Maher as a Records Deputy III in the Small Claims
Division.



Brad Witte joins the Allen County Office of Homeland Security as the Planning Coordinator. Brad was formerly
emergency preparedness director for the Fort Wayne-Allen County Department of Health.

Promotion


Ana Parra was promoted to a Courts Record Deputy IV in the Court Records Division of the County Clerk of the
Courts Office.

Leaving


Eric Smith is leaving the County Assessor’s Office after nine years of service to work in the private sector.

Retirements


Capt. Ronald Rayl with the Allen County Sheriff’s Department retired on Feb. 22.

Accomplishments & Awards


In the Wayne Township Assessor’s Office, Sharene Haywood achieved the Level II Indiana Assessor-Appraiser
certification; Eric Baca passed the IAAO 171 course; Kristen Rice passed the IAAO 171 course and the IAAO
102 course; and Barbara Cooper passed the IAAO 102 course. In addition, the office obtained its 100th certification on Jan. 14.

Engagements


Anne Hosler, Records Deputy III in the Central Services Division, is engaged to Joseph Webster with a wedding
date of Oct. 26, 2013.



Sonia Rodriguez, Records Deputy III in the Central Services Division, and Jason Salas are having a Nuptial
Blessing on March 16, 2013.

Weddings


Cassandra Harris, Court Records Deputy III in the Court Records Division, married Elgien Richardson on Jan.
25.

Births


Michele Sanfilippo, Court Records Deputy IV in the Court Records Division, welcomed her grandson Forrest
Shaun on Jan. 23.
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County Happenings

Allen County Health Commissioner Dr.
Deborah McMahan joined Attorney
General Greg Zoeller at a news conference on Feb. 6 to support efforts to curb
prescription drug abuse. A new proposal, SB 246, would allow the Medical
Licensing Board to authorize immediate inspections by the Attorney General’s office to investigate likely instances of overprescribing.

Commissioner Therese Brown lines up
her putt while County IT Director Ed
Steenman looks on (top picture) at the
2nd annual Groundhog Open on Feb
7. We can only speculate as to Commissioner Nelson Peters’ target
(bottom photo). The event raised
more than $10,000 that will be used to
beautify downtown Fort Wayne.
(Thanks Chris Cloud for the pictures)
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If your department is celebrating an accomplishment or
doing something good in the community, send along a
picture and information to the “ACE” for our next edition!

Commissioner Therese Brown and organizers of
One Billion Rising Fort Wayne listen as Commissioner Nelson Peters reads from a proclamation designating Feb. 14 as "One Billion Rising Day" in Allen
County (top left). Then Commissioners Brown and
Linda Bloom joined hundreds of others who attended
the event at Parkview Field on the 14th. “One Billion Rising” was designed to help support local programs and agencies which were created to help women and girls who’ve been victims of violence. (Thanks
to Lori Keys for some of the pictures)

The Allen County “Cold Squad” was
among the participants in “Polar Plunge
2013” on Feb. 16 at Parkview Field. Participants showed their support for sports
training and athletic competition for
more than 11,000 Special Olympics Indiana athletes by jumping in a cold body of
water that was set up at the ballpark.
The “Cold Squad” team captain was Jacob Lemish, an Allen County Civilian
Confinement Officer. Other Members of
the team were ACPD Officer Andrew
Brenneke from Civil; Civilian Corporal
Clinton Hake from Confinement; Daniel
Farrell, Joseph Runyon, Todd Schweyer,
& Kayle Schlemmer, all Civilian Confinement Officers; Tasha Lee, & Alexandra &
Jesus Trevino. The County Cold Squad
raised $885 dollars for the Special Olympics this year, with a total of $19,644
being raised so far in 2013 Polar Plunge.
(Hat tip to Melissa Samples for the pictures)
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S-T-R-E-T-C-H Your Dollars
Beginning March 1st prescription medications given at the
Employee Health Clinic for HSA patients will cost only $2.00!
Contact the Clinic for an appointment at 449-8660
Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday
8 am – 11 am & 12 – 5 pm
Wednesday
9 am – 1 pm & 2 pm – 6 pm

These services are available at your Clinic:
o Smoking cessation, weight loss
o Illness - sore throat, sinus infections, earache, cold/flu
o Minor sprains/strains
o Allergies, Poison Ivy, Rashes
o Free wellness/preventive visits for ALL health plans
- Physicals for preschool, sports, daycare, camps, etc.
- Health Risk Assessments – includes blood work,
questionnaire, and physician consult
- Women’s health (Lab fees are billable)

About The ACE
The Allen County Employees newsletter
(The ACE) is electronically published
every other month by the Allen County
Public Information Office.
Story ideas, pictures and inquiries
may be sent to
The Allen County Commissioners Office,

We’re on the web at
www.allencounty.us

c/o The ACE, 200 E. Berry St.,
Suite 410, Fort Wayne, IN 46802.
Submissions may also be made to
michael.green@allencounty.us

Allen County Info is on
Twitter,

Facebook,

YouTube and
Nixle

...on March 10 when
Daylight Saving Time
returns!

