10 New Trucks to Help Clear Snow,
Ice from County Roads
New equipment to help
keep the county’s 3,000
lane miles of roads clear
when the snow starts to
fly this winter was unveiled this week by the
Allen County Board of
Commissioners and the
County highway department.
Ten new trucks
equipped with features
designed to remove
snow more quickly and
efficiently were recently
purchased by the department. The trucks
boast increased fuel efficiency of at least 25 percent and comply with
the Federal Clean Air
Act. The new vehicles
have stainless steel beds
that have a 25-year life
span, compared to the

regular steel beds which
last around eight years.
Four of the new trucks
are equipped with 12foot stainless steel wing
plows which can clear
two lanes of a four-lane
highway in one pass.
Also, four new straight
plows were ordered for
these trucks. The
straight plow’s cutting
edge will trip and fold
over if it hits anything,
giving the truck driver
more control of the vehicle and making it safer
for other drivers on the
road.
The highway department also purchased ten
new stainless steel boxes for dispensing antiicing materials. Because the boxes hold a

The County Highway Dept.
now has 10 new trucks purchased to help clear snow
and ice from county roads.

greater capacity of material, downtime for traveling to and from maintenance barns to reload
will be reduced. In addition, a new state-of-theart dispensing and distribution system will help
deice the roads more
quickly and efficiently.
(Continued on page 2)

County Selects Exclusive PPO Network
In 2012, medical claims
for the County increased
almost 17% over 2011
and 44.5% since 2010.
Given our increased
claims over the past two
years and the uncertainty created by health care
reform, the County, like
other employers, must
be creative and aggressive in its efforts to con-

trol health care costs.
After a thorough review
of all options, a decision
was made to move to an
exclusive PPO network.
Effective Jan. 1, 2013
the County will be utilizing Three Rivers Preferred as the exclusive
network provider for our
health insurance program. Selecting TRP as

our exclusive PPO network will produce significant savings for both
the plan and its participants. The savings negotiated by the Commissioners is the primary
reason participant premiums will remain unchanged for the 2013
plan year .
(Continued on page 2)
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Holiday Greetings from the Board of Commissioners
To All of Our Devoted County
Employees:
As the holiday season approaches, we
wanted to take this opportunity to
say “thank you” for your work in
2012.
Needless to say, this was another
challenging year for everybody. But
with each wrinkle came valuable
lessons learned, which will only
make Allen County government
stronger, more efficient and more
effective in the long run.

With many of the toughest decisions
behind us, Allen County is now in a
far stronger position than most of our
peer governments to weather current
and future economic storms while
still delivering the high quality of
service our constituents expect. Together, our current County workforce
has positioned the County well for
future growth and prosperity. Thank
you for that service.
Happy Holidays to you all! Best
wishes for peace and joy at this season, and a New Year of happiness
and prosperity!

Allen County Commissioners (left to
right) Linda Bloom, Nelson Peters and
Therese Brown.

New Snow Removal Equipment Added
(Continued From page 1)
To pay for the equipment, the Allen
County Council approved a $1.6 million no-interest loan from its “rainy
day fund” to the highway department which will be paid off by 2015.
Allen County will use the statewide
travel advisory system to warn motorists about hazardous conditions
on county highways. Travel advisories fall into one of three categories.
Advisory, the lowest level, means
that routine travel or activities may
be restricted in areas because of a

hazardous situation and individuals
should use caution or avoid those
areas.
Watch means that conditions are
threatening to the safety of the public. Only essential travel, such as to
and from work or in emergency situations, is recommended. Businesses,
schools, government agencies and
other organizations should implement their emergency action plans.
Warning, the highest level, means
that travel may be restricted to emer-

gency management workers only.
During a warning, the public is directed to refrain from all travel; comply with necessary emergency
measures; cooperate with public officials and disaster services forces in
executing emergency operations
plans; and obey and comply with directions from properly identified officers. More specific restrictions,
including parking restrictions, may
be included.

TRP Network Chosen as County’s Exclusive PPO
(Continued From page 1)
As of Jan. 1, the preferred network
hospitals in TRP will be Lutheran,
Dupont and St. Joseph Hospitals. Clarian Health Partners, St.
Vincent Health Systems, Cleveland
Clinic and University of Chicago
Medical Center are also TRP innetwork providers. Individuals who
live in Allen, Adams, Dekalb, Kosciusko, Miami, and Wells counties will

automatically be enrolled in the TRP
network. Those residing in another
county will have access to the Lutheran Preferred network.
After Jan. 1, services received at
Parkview Hospital on a nonemergency basis will be paid at the
out of network plan level. Reports
indicate that there should be minimal disruption for physician services

during this transition as most providers are common to all networks.
The TRP network provider list may
be found at
www.threeriversmd.com. Medical
I.D. cards will be distributed to everyone enrolled in a medical plan before Dec. 31.
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FAQs About County Employees’ Raise & Bonus
At its meeting on Oct. 18, the Allen
County Council voted to give an
across-the-board 2 percent raise next
year to most employees and elected
officials along with a 2 percent bonus.
The raise was made possible by a
savings of about $3 million realized
by the Allen County Commissioners'
decision to place all employees under
a single health-care provider.
Here are some frequently asked
questions about the bonus and raise
with answers provided by the office of
the Allen County Auditor:
Question: What is the difference
between the 2% Bonus and the 2%
Raise?
Answer: The 2% Raise is a 2% permanent increase in an employee’s

gross annual salary or wage. The 2%
Bonus is a one-time payment of 2% of
the employee’s current salary and
wage.
Question: Which employees are
eligible for the 2% Raise and/or the
2% Bonus?
Answer: All full-time employees are
eligible for the 2% raise with the exception of employees funded through
grants and employees whose pay is
determined by the State of Indiana.
All Allen County Civilian employees,
who are full-time as of December 15,
2012, are eligible for the 2% bonus.
Question: When will the 2% Raise
and 2% Bonus be paid to employees?

pay date in 2013. Depending on how
long it takes the Auditor’s office to
process the bonus payment, the 2%
Bonus will be a one-time payment
included with either the second or
third pay in 2013.
Question: Will employees have the
option to receive the 2% bonus as
either a one-time (lump sum) payment or have it spread evenly over
the pay dates in 2013?
Answer: No, the 2% Bonus will be
paid as a one-time (lump sum) payment.
If you have any other questions
about the raise or bonus, please contact the Auditor’s office at 449-7241.

Answer: Employees will begin receiving the 2% Raise on their first

Homestead Verification Help Available from Auditor’s Office
Time is running out for approximately 19,000 Allen County homeowners
who risk losing their homestead deduction on their primary residence.
A law passed by the Indiana General
Assembly in 2009 requires all homeowners verify that their homestead
deduction is appropriately in place on
their property at least once before
January 1, 2013.
Each of the past three years the required verification form has been
included in the spring tax statement
sent directly to those homeowners
who have yet to complete the verifi-

cation.
To help homeowners in determining
whether they have complied with this
new requirement, the Allen County
Auditor’s office has developed a
searchable database. If taxpayers
find their property on the list and it
is their primary residence, they
should complete the electronic verification form. Taxpayers can search by
name and address.

Questions can be directed to the Allen County Auditor by phone at 260449-7241 or by email at
acauditor@allencounty.us.

The database can be found by going
to the Allen County Auditor's website
at www.allencountyauditor.us.

County Announces Schedules for Christmas & New Year’s Holidays
All Allen County offices will be closed
on Monday, December 24, and Tuesday, December 25, for the Christmas
holiday. County offices will reopen
for business on Wednesday, December 26 and remain open through
Monday, December 31. However, the

offices of Allen Superior and Circuit
Courts will be closed on the 31st.
On Tuesday, January 1, all Allen
County offices will be closed for the
New Year’s Day holiday. County
offices will resume their regular
schedules on Wednesday, January 2.

The Allen County Board of Commissioners will conduct its final legislative meeting of 2012 on Friday, December 21, at 10:00 a.m. in the Council Courtroom of Citizens Square.
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County Legislative Priorities Outlined to Lawmakers
Allen County government presented
its legislative priorities and platform
for the 2013 session of the Indiana
General Assembly to state lawmakers on Dec. 6.
The priorities were developed by the
Board of Commissioners and Governmental Affairs Director Beth Lock
following discussions with County
Council members and other County
elected officials. At tonight’s presentation, County officials highlighted
these major issues they would like to
have addressed when lawmakers
gather in Indianapolis next year.
Transportation Funding
Allen County supports an end to using fuel tax revenues to fund the
State Police and Bureau of Motor
Vehicles and diverting that money to
cities, counties and the state to build
and maintain highways. The County
also favors gasoline tax indexing
based on the Consumer Price Index
and seeking a method to collect revenue from alternative fuel vehicles.
Emergency 9-1-1 Fees

on all devices which can communicate with 9-1-1, whether through a
user fee or technology tax, to help
fund operating budgets. The County
also favors establishing incentives for
counties to identify 9-1-1 cost-saving
or efficiency measures, such as regionalization of 9-1-1 systems.
Inmate Medical Costs
Allen County supports the repeal of a
state law requiring counties to pay
the costs of treating the pre-existing
medical conditions of county jail inmates. In addition, the County favors establishing a mechanism for
released inmates to reimburse a
county for provided health care.
Criminal Sentencing Reform
Allen County favors an incentive
program to reward counties which
minimize the number of non-violent
felons who are committed to state
correctional facilities. The County
also supports state-funded development of programs at the local level to
aid in reducing and rehabilitating
low-level felony offenders.

State lawmakers from the area listen as
Governmental Affairs Director Beth Lock
(bottom photo) and Allen County elected
officials presented their legislative platform for the 2013 session of the General
Assembly on Dec. 6.

Allen County supports legislation
that allows revenues to be captured

Newly Elected County Officials to be Inaugurated Dec. 28
Lisa Borgmann, Allen County Clerk
of the Courts, has announced that
the inauguration ceremony for newly
elected County officials will be held
on Friday, December 28.
The ceremony will begin at 12 noon
in the Rotunda of the Allen County
Courthouse. It is open to the public.
The County elected officials who will
be taking the oath of office are:



Nelson Peters; County Commissioner



Robert Armstrong, Bill Brown

and Roy Buskirk; County Council



Craig Nelson; Coroner



Al Frisinger; Surveyor



Sue Orth; Treasurer
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Flu Shot Message from County Health Commissioner
Dear Colleagues,
I know this is a busy time of year,
but I am hoping that some of you will
consider making the time to get a flu
shot. The U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention are predicting a particularly early and severe
flu season. The circulating flu viruses identified so far include a strain
that caused severe flu symptoms in
2003 and 2004. We are also seeing
an unusually early rise in the number of cases of flu.
The good news is that the flu vaccine
this year looks to be a good match
with the flu strains that are circulating.
Nothing ruins a holiday for you and
your family like the flu. And while
you might be willing to tough it out,
remember you can spread the virus
to others before you even have any
symptoms. Most of us do not know
the health conditions that our colleagues in the next cubicle might
have, or the immune suppressing
medications they may be taking.

Let’s look out for each other this holiday season.
To make sure anyone who wants a
flu vaccine can get one, we will offer
appointments to County employees
to get a flu shot at our Medical Annex, 4813 New Haven Ave (corner of
New Haven and Meyer Road). We
don’t want to brag, but our nurses
are very good at getting you in and
out of the clinic quickly. And if you
don’t cry, you even get a sticker!
Please call our staff at 449-7514 to
schedule a flu shot appointment (cost
is $12).
Thanks for taking this step to improve your health and the health of
our community.
Sincerely,
Deborah McMahan, MD
Allen County Health Commissioner

Health Dept. Now Accepting Credit/Debit Cards for Permit Payments
Customers of the Fort Wayne-Allen
County Department of Health can
already use credit and debit cards to
pay for medical services and certified
birth and death certificates.
Now, customers can use those same
cards to pay for all environmental
health services including fees for permits, renewals and testing.
The Department of Health has
worked with GovPay to accept this
form of payment for its environmental health services, including operating permits and renewals for food
service, tattooing/body piercing, septic systems and public swimming
pools.

Patrons can still pay by cash or money order. But major credit cards, including Visa®, MasterCard®, Discover® and American Express®, will
also be accepted. For credit card payments, GovPay will charge a convenience fee based on the amount of the
transaction.
The Department of Health’s environmental health programs are primarily located on the third floor of Citizens Square, 200 E. Berry St. The
office is open Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
For more information, call 260-4497561, visit
www.allencountyhealth.com or find
us on Facebook.
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County's Bostick Rd. Bridge Project Garners ARCHIE Award
The Allen County Highway Department's effort to restore and preserve
the historic Bostick Road bridge has
been recognized by ARCH -- the Architecture and Community Heritage
organization of Allen County and
northeast Indiana.
ARCH presented the Highway Department with its 2012 Good Stewardship Award for the ongoing
preservation of an Allen County landmark at its annual ARCHIE Awards
Ceremony on Nov. 16.
The rehabilitation of the single-span
bridge included new steel members,
bridge decking and bridge painting in
order to provide for the preservation
of this historical structure. Following the restoration, the bridge is now
being utilized as a pedestrian way
across the St Mary’s River.

Beaty Construction, Inc. of
Boggstown, Indiana was awarded the
contract for the project by the Indiana Department of Transportation
after submitting a bid of $1.13 million. Funding for the project came
from the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act. Work on the project began in June 2010 with the lifting of the 45-ton steel bridge off the
abutments. When the project was
completed five months later, the
bridge had to be gently dropped back
into place at its original location
along Bostick Road.
ARCH is a not-for-profit organization
that advocates for the protection and
preservation of historically and culturally significant assets and historic
places in Allen County and northeast
Indiana.

The Allen County Highway Department
received the 2012 ARCH Good Stewardship Award for its rehabilitation and
preservation of the historic Bostick Road
bridge.

ACSWD Offers Tips for a ''Greener'' Holiday Season
The average American generates
over four and a-half pounds of trash a
day. But around the holidays, that
amount increases by as much as 25
percent. The Allen County Solid
Waste Management District says
that with just a little thought, you
can simplify your life and create a
greener, healthier holiday season.
Once again this holiday season, the
district is offering its free Christmas
Tree Recycling Program to residents
of Allen County.
This season's program will begin on
December 26, 2012 and will end on
January 18, 2013. Plastic bags, ornaments and tinsel must be removed
from the tree. Wreaths are not accepted.
You can go online to the district’s
website — acwastewatcher.org — for
more information on sites where
trees may be dropped off.

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle



Non-metallic wrapping paper



Send e-cards instead of paper
greeting cards.



Non-metallic gift bags (handles
removed)



Use reusable shopping bags.





Avoid gifts with a lot of packaging; tickets, gift cards, lessons
and memberships create almost
no waste.

Cardboard with clear plastic
windows



Gift boxes



Old calendars (coils removed)



Electronics



Christmas Trees



Buy quality not quantity. Quality means more durable and longer lasting. This doesn’t necessarily translate to more expensive.



Buy gifts made with recycled
content.



What about wrapping gifts in old
maps, posters, newspapers or
magazines?

So, what can be recycled?



Greeting cards, envelopes, gift
cards and tags

Steer away from . . .



Disposable cups and tableware



Styrofoam



Tissue paper



Shiny metallic-coated wrapping
paper and gift bags

For more information and the schedule for recycling hours during the
holidays, visit
www.acwastewatcher.org.
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Maplecrest Extension Completion Celebrated
Elected leaders from Allen County
and the cities of Fort Wayne and
New Haven plus area residents gathered with scissors in hand on Nov. 2
to cut the ceremonial ribbon officially
opening the much anticipated Maplecrest Road Extension.
The celebration — dubbed
“Connecting Communities” — was to
have preceded the opening of the
road to traffic on Oct. 30. But a mixture of sleet, rain and high winds
forced officials to postpone the event
for three days.
“The weather may have forced us to
change our celebration plans,” Commissioner Linda Bloom told the audience, “but it wasn’t going to delay the
motoring public from using this new
road.”
The Maplecrest extension represents
the largest infrastructure project
Allen County government has ever
overseen, extending Maplecrest from
Lake Avenue to Adams Center Road
at Indiana 930 in New Haven. It
features construction of one and a-

half miles of new four-lane roadway
with curb and gutter and four new
bridges. Also included are new storm
sewers and a multi-use trail.
The new highway is expected to help
spur economic growth in the area.
Total economic output from postconstruction private investment is
projected to exceed $715 million over
a period of 11 years, according to a
2008 analysis.
The Maplecrest extension is also expected to provide a safer, more efficient route for motorists.
The connection of area streets and
roads to the new highway will alleviate obstructions caused by two sets of
high-volume rail lines and the
Maumee River. Also, traffic congestion in the area is expected to be reduced.
Approximately $31.4 million has
been spent on the project – well under the engineer’s projected cost of
close to $50 million.

Gov. Daniels, Local Officials Cut Ribbon on New US 24 Fort to Port
Governor Mitch Daniels joined the
Allen County Board of Commissioners and other federal, state and local
officials for a ribbon cutting ceremony Nov. 14 on the US 24 Fort to Port
project between I-469 in New Haven
and the Indiana-Ohio state line.
“There are some active things that
government must do, and the best
example is to develop infrastructure.
Only government can build roads like
US 24, the Hoosier Heartland and all
the rest,” said Daniels. “The generations of young people today are more
likely now to have a job at a business
that locates along or near US 24, the
Hoosier Heartland Corridor or any of
these other arteries that we would

not otherwise have had.”
The $93 million Major Moves project
involved the construction of a new
four-lane, limited access expressway
between New Haven and the Indiana
-Ohio state line.
This project improves access and
safety, and promotes economic development across northeastern Indiana
and northern Ohio. It also provides
direct connections to I-80/I-90, I-75,
and I-69/I-469, which joins SR 25
Hoosier Heartland Corridor, connecting I-69 in Fort Wayne to I-65 in
Lafayette.

Commissioners Therese Brown, Linda
Bloom and Nelson Peters get the autograph of Gov. Mitch Daniels on a piece of
the ribbon cut to open the US 24 "Fort to
Port" highway project on Nov. 14.
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Purdue Extension Service News & Notes
New fees for services effective
Jan. 1



Jan. 1 is the beginning of the new
year and new fees for the Purdue
Extension service. We are keeping
fees as low as possible, but realize all
money generated will be used to cover costs not reflected in the budget –
copy machine leases and maintenance, security system and additional funds to cover mileage and office
supply expenses.

Educational Programs



Soil tests $18.00



Diagnostic Samples $3.00 (InHouse)



Pressure Canner testing $3.00



Publications $ .25/page up to 4
pages; 5-10 pages $1.25; 11-15
pages $1.50; 16-20 pages $1.75;
and 20+ pages $2.00 (Exceptions
include pre-priced materials from
Purdue, outside vendors, and 4-H
materials. These prices are subject to change.)



Residential site visits $10.00
donation

Commercial site visits $25.00
donation.

The Allen County Extension Office
will offer the following programs this
winter and spring. The general public is invited to attend. No registration is required. All programs are
held at the Allen County Extension
Office on the IPFW campus, 4001
Crescent Avenue, Fort Wayne, IN.
For questions, contact Vickie Hadley
at the Allen County Extension Office,
260-481-6826.



Jan. 9 at 1:00 p.m.: "Food Labels
and You"



Feb. 4 at 1:00 p.m.:
"Transitioning You or Your
Loved One to a Nursing Home"



Mar. 12 at 7:00 p.m.: "Living
with Diabetes"



Apr.10 at 7:00 p.m.: "What's ALL
the Medical Mumbo Jumbo?"



May 15 at 7:00 p.m.: "A Look at
the Culture of Mexico"

“Get Checking” Workshops
The Extension Service will continue
to host the -GET CHECKING workshop for the Bank On Fort Wayne
initiative through 2013. This workshop is for clients and families who
have never had checking or savings
accounts at a bank or credit union,
mismanaged accounts at banks and
credits unions so those accounts are
now closed without committing
fraud, or have accounts, but continue to still use predatory lenders.
Workshop dates are Jan. 24, Feb. 11,
Mar. 25, Apr. 22, May 16, and June
19. All workshops will be held at the
Allen County Extension Office and
are free and open to the public. Preregistration is required.
For further information, to register
or to receive a registration form you
may contact Vickie Hadley at the
Allen County Extension Service, at
481-6826 or hadleyv@purdue.edu or
visit the home & money page on the
website at
www.extension.purdue.edu/allen.

Winter City-County Blood Drive Set for Jan. 23
The 4th annual County & City Employees Winter Red Cross Blood
Drive is set for Wednesday, Jan. 23,
2013, from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m.
There will be two locations available
to take donations: the Garden Level
Omni Room (Suite 045) in Citizens
Square and at the Mobile Blood Unit
which will be parked on the Calhoun
Street side of the Rousseau Centre.
There is always a need for blood in
the United States. Accidents, surgeries and other everyday occurrences
require a constant supply of donations. With our help, the Red Cross
can meet that need!

Donations will be accepted by appointment only in order to keep the
time investment to a minimum. You
can schedule your appointment
online by going to redcrossblood.org
and entering sponsor code citsq for
Citizens Square or ccbuild for the
Rousseau Centre. You can also
schedule an appointment or get more
information about becoming a blood
donor through County PIO Mike
Green by calling ext. 7671 or emailing michael.green@allencounty.us.
Individuals who are 17 years of age,
meet weight and height requirements (110 pounds or more, depending on their height) and are in gener-

ally good health may be eligible to
donate blood. Please bring your Red
Cross blood donor card or other form
of positive ID when you come to donate.
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“Comfort Food Café” to Open in Rousseau Centre
If all goes as planned, breakfast and
lunch will soon be served once again
in the Ed Rousseau Centre.
The Board of Commissioners is expected to approve a proposal from
Tammi McKee, owner and operator
of Comfort Food Delivered, to operate
the cafeteria and kitchen in the
building’s basement at its legislative
session on Dec. 21.
“Comfort Food Café” is scheduled to
open on Monday, Jan. 7. Hours of
operation will be from 7 a.m. to 2
p.m. weekdays. Though its primary
clientele is expected to be persons
who work in the Rousseau Centre
and neighboring buildings such as
the County Courthouse, the cafeteria
will be open to the public in general.
The cafeteria area was closed during
the recent renovation work to the
building. After that work was completed, the Commissioners sent out
requests for proposals in consideration of reopening the cafeteria.

Breakfast items on the menu include:



Bacon Bagel– cream cheese,
fresh bacon bits & chopped scallions; $2.40



Classic Breakfast Sandwich– an
English muffin with egg, with
your choice of meat (bacon Or
sausage) and cheese; $2.30



Breakfast Special- 2 eggs, your
choice of meat (bacon or sausage), hash browns and toast;
$3.60



Our Favorite - sausage gravy &
biscuits; $2.60 (add 2 eggs and
hash browns; $4.40)

Freshly cooked meat entrees, including fried or roasted chicken, roasted
pork or beef brisket, will be available
along with two side items for $5.50.
A variety of salads, desserts and ala
carte items will also be available.

Sandwiches include:



Grilled Cheese; $1.60



Gourmet Chicken Salad; $3.65



Grilled Chicken Sandwich; $3.60



Italian Beef; $6.25



Italian Grinder; $4.90

“Elect Rx” Program Now Available
If you are enrolled in a County medical plan, the Elect Rx Personal Importation Program is a new option for
you to save money on certain brand
name mail order prescriptions.
Through this program, you can order
a 90-day supply of eligible brand
medications. Under Plan 1, the plan
would pay 100% of your prescription.
Participants in Plan 3 & 4 receive
100% coverage after the deductible is
met. Due to importation rules, the
cost is not an HSA eligible expense.
To initiate your enrollment…



Call (866) 856-6318 to speak to
an Elect Rx customer service
representative



Contact your physician and request they FAX your eligible

prepare a prescription to (866)
672-8283 for a 90 day supply
with 3 refills.



Shipping takes 10-15 business
days.

Pharmacists are on-call during business hours at (866) 856-6318.
Additional information about the
Elect Rx Program is available on the
intranet (County Documents/Human
Resources/2013 Open Enrollment
Benefits) to see if any of the medications you are currently taking can be
filled through Elect Rx.
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County Happenings

If your department is celebrating an accomplishment or
doing something good in the community, send along a
picture and information to the “ACE” for our next edition!

The Voices of Unity performance at the Allen County
Courthouse on Nov. 21 was
just the thing to kick off the
holidays! The awardwinning ensemble was part
of the “Courthouse, Cocoa &
Carols” event held in conjunction with the annual
Downtown Holiday Lighting
Festival.

Larry Banks (far right) from Public
Access TV receives a proclamation
from the Board of Commissioners on
Nov. 9 recognizing his 10 years of
service to Allen County government.
Larry is the man behind the camera
responsible for recording various
County board meetings and TV programs produced by County government.

Flags at the Allen County Courthouse and other County buildings
were lowered to half-staff following
the Nov. 11 death of Washington
Township volunteer firefighter
Mark A. Haudenschild. He died
after the tanker truck he was driving crashed near the intersection of
Butler and Hillegas Roads while
responding to a grass fire.

Allen County Parks was pleased to be part of the Great Tree Canopy Comeback 2012 on Nov. 3. 15 trees were planted at Metea County Park. Allen
County Parks, Friends of the Parks and other local park departments participate in the annual event to replace trees lost to the Emerald Ash Borer
and storms. (Picture courtesy Friends of the Parks)

Commissioner Nelson Peters (2nd from right)
joined Gov. Mitch Daniels and others Nov. 15 for
a groundbreaking ceremony of an extension to
Sweetwater Sound's corporate headquarters.

Sheriff Ken Fries talked to students and parents
about potential careers in law enforcement at the
Northrop High School PTSA “College & Career
Night” on Nov. 14. County Human Resources
also had a booth at the event.
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Employee News
The Latest News About You!

New Employees


Andrew Smethers joins the Allen County Clerk of the Courts office as a Records Deputy III in the Records Management
Division and David Rodriguez has been hired as a Records Deputy III in the Small Claims Division.

Changing Places


The Department of Planning Services welcomes Amanda Woenker as the new Secretary/Intake front office staff
member. Amanda previously worked at the Fort Wayne-Allen County Department of Health.

Awards & Achievements


From the Wayne Township Assessor’s Office: Kristen Rice passed the IAAO 101 certification exam. Also, Sam
Walker received the IAAO RES (Residential Evaluation Specialist) Professional Designation. Sam also holds the
IAAO AAS (Assessment Administration Specialist) Professional Designation. Altogether he holds 2 of the 15 IAAO
Professional Designations in the State of Indiana, one of only 2 in Indiana to hold multiple Designations.



Nina Newson in the Allen County Assessor’s office achieved her Level III Assessor-Appraiser Certification.

Engagements


Cassandra Harris, an employee in the Court Records Division of the Clerk’s office, became engaged to Elgien
Richardson on Oct. 12.

Births


DPS employee Patrick Rew and his wife Jill welcomed baby Travis into the world on Nov. 15.

Good Deed


Employees from the Clerk of the Courts Office and Superior Court Small Claims Division adopted an Army
troop for Christmas. Members of the troop are serving in Africa and won’t be home for Christmas. Six large boxes
of donations were sent to them to help make the Holidays a little bit brighter.

Moving


The Allen County Office of Homeland Security will be moving from the Public Safety Academy at the end of
the year. The Office will be located in Suite 754 of the Rousseau Centre beginning January 2, 2013. The office’s
new phone number is 449-HOME (4663).

About The ACE
The Allen County Employees newsletter
(The ACE) is electronically published
every other month by the Allen County
Public Information Office.
Story ideas, pictures and inquiries
may be sent to
The Allen County Commissioners Office,

We’re on the web at
www.allencounty.us

c/o The ACE, 200 E. Berry St.,
Suite 410, Fort Wayne, IN 46802.
Submissions may also be made to
michael.green@allencounty.us

Allen County Info is on
Twitter,

Facebook,

YouTube and
Nixle

To All Allen County Employees:
Merry Christmas!
Happy New Year!
And best wishes for a safe and joyous
holiday season!!

