First Employee Health & Wellness
Fair Set for July 25
The Allen County and
City of Fort Wayne Human Resources Departments, the Fort WayneAllen County Department of Health and the
County Employee
Health Clinic are teaming up to present the
first ever “Be Healthy,
Be Happy” Employee
Health and Wellness
Fair on July 25.
The event will run from
7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in
the Garden Level of Citizens Square.
Activities will include:





Health screenings, including
blood pressure, glucose/cholesterol,
bone density, oral
cancer and hearing
exam. Employees
covered under the
county’s medical
plan are eligible for
a free blood draw.
Others may participate for a fee of
$13.50. (County or
City ID badge required).
Vaccinations, including shingles,
pertussis (whooping

Jacquay brings over 17
years of experience in
the human resources
field into her new role.
Since 2004, she has
served as the HR Manager.

“Through the years,
Janette has proven to be
a very capable leader
and we’re very happy
she has accepted this
great responsibility,”
said Commissioner Nelson Peters. “We believe
her skills and background will help us
make the department
even more efficient and
effective.”
Jacquay succeeds Cathy
Serrano, who left the

May/June 2012

cough) and pneumonia.



Prizes. There will
be a new prize
drawing every hour.
Non-winners will be
placed in a drawing
for a grand prize at
the end of the day.



Rewards. Earn 2
“Get the Point”
credits simply by
participating in at
least one screening
activity, such as a
blood pressure
check, or getting a
vaccination.

Take a Hike!
Details on Page 7

(Continued on page 2)

Jacquay Named New County Human
Resources Director
The Allen County Board
of Commissioners has
announced the appointment of Janette Jacquay
as the new director of
the County’s Human
Resources Department.
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Janette Jacquay

position in April to become executive director
of the Fort Wayne Metropolitan Human Relations Commission.
(Continued on Page 2)
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Assessor’s Office to Offer New Online Property Search Service
The Allen County Assessor’s Office,
GIS Department, and Atos Origin
have worked together to develop a
new online service that will allow
taxpayers and other interested parties to search for and view the sales
that were used to trend their property for the respective assessment date.
The service is called “COMPS’ —
Comparable Online Multiple Property Search — and is set to debut the
week of July 9. It can be found by
going to the Assessor’s homepage on
the County’s website at
www.allencounty.us.
With the COMPS service, every sale

that was used in the ratio study can
be displayed on a neighborhood by
neighborhood basis so that taxpayers
know exactly how their annual adjustment factor was calculated.
It also gives taxpayers the ability to
search for sales that were not used in
the annual ratio study. They can
view such items as foreclosures, short
sales and sheriff sales. This allows
the taxpayer to see the balance of
valid, arms-length transactions versus invalid sales in their neighborhood.

benefits, including transparency.
“Every sale that took place in the
county can be viewed,” O’Day said,
“not only those that were used in the
ratio study, but also sales that were
deemed invalid by the county.”
O’Day also noted that taxpayers can
save a trip to the office or a phone
call to find out what sales were used
to determine their value. “A simple
search for their property provides
their neighborhood or market area,
and the exact sales used to determine their assessed value,” she said.

Stacey O’Day, Allen County Assessor,
believes COMPS will provide many

City-County Employee Health Fair July 25
(Cont’d from Page 1)
Vaccines and blood draws will be
CASH ONLY. A receipt will be provided to submit for insurance reimbursement. The County health plan
covers these vaccines under the Wellness Benefit.

For more information on the Employee Health & Wellness Fair, contact
Deb Hudson in the County HR Department at 449-7689.

There will be a limited number of
shingles vaccines available. Reserve
your shingles vaccine by emailing
Linda.Sanpietro@co.allen.in.us.

New County HR Director & Assistant Named
(Cont’d from Page 1)
In addition, Tracy Mitchener was
appointed to the position of Assistant
Human Resources Director (formerly
Human Resources Manager).
Mitchener has over ten years of experience working for organizations including Parkview Health and TriHealth in Cincinnati. She has been
serving County HR as Compensation

Specialist for the past 16 months.
The County Human Resources Department oversees the promotion of
employment opportunities within the
County and the job application and
hiring process, implementing and
monitoring the salaries of employees
as established by County Council,
and administering County personnel

policies as established by the County
Commissioners. The department
also assists County elected officials
and department heads with the administration of benefits provided to
employees.
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Memorial Coliseum Rises To No. 4 in The World on Venues
Today “Top Stop” List
The Allen County War Memorial Coliseum rose to No. 4 in the world for
concert ticket sales, among similarsized venues, on the Venues Today
“Top Stop” rankings for the April –
May 2012 reporting period.
The ranking, released in the June
2012 issue of Venues Today, was
based on concert and event grosses
from April 16 through May 15, as
reported to the industry leading publication.

12, helped propel the Coliseum to
this lofty ranking. The two shows
had a combined attendance of nearly
23,000 people.
The other facilities in the top 5, in
the same size range, for the April –
May list were: No. 1 Vector Arena in
Auckland, New Zealand; No. 2 First
Mariner Arena in Baltimore; No. 3
Atlantic City, New Jersey, Boardwalk Hall; and No. 5 John Labatt
Centre in London, Ontario.

The Coliseum’s previous “Top Stop”
ranking was No. 12 in the world for
the February – March 2012 reporting
period.
Two sold out concerts, Elton John on
April 21 and Jason Aldean on May

The sold-out Jason Aldean Concert on May
12 helped move the Allen County War Memorial Coliseum into 4th place in the world
for concert ticket sales on the most recent
Venues Today “Top Stop” rankings. (Photo
courtesy the Allen County War Memorial
Coliseum).

Go to www.nixle.com to register for official Allen County information

N-S Column Notes County Government Openness
From Mike Green, Allen County Public Information Officer
It’s nice to get a few “roses” instead of
“thorns” from the media, especially
when they’re earned!

lationships with them that welcome dialogue and accountability from both sides.

If you didn’t see it, I would like to call
your attention to the June 2 column
of News-Sentinel editor Kerry Hubartt titled “Public entities build
trust by being transparent to the
media.”

It is through that kind of reporting, when a journalist can pick
up the phone or stop by an office
to talk directly to someone in government, that the media can go
beyond the “officialspeak” of
news conferences and press releases. In this way reporters can
ask more detailed questions, get
background information and attempt to offer a broader perspective to news stories than just the
guarded and positive publicrelations prose presented by press
secretaries.

In particular, I would like to point
out these portions of the column:
“… it is refreshing for our reporters to deal with Allen County government officials, for example,
who freely give us access to ask
questions and seek information
in relation to their policies and
procedures. Reporters are able to
develop their sources by meeting
with them face to face during
their weekly rounds, creating re-

It’s unfortunate that some other
organizations we report on are
not as transparent as Allen Coun-

ty government.”
The atmosphere of openness and direct contact with reporters is one
we’ve advocated in County government for some time now. All of us in
County government should take
great pride in this acknowledgement!
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New System to Send Emergency Alerts to Cell Phones
An additional tool for officials to alert
and warn Allen County citizens
about severe weather and other
emergencies will become available
this month.
The Commercial Mobile Alert System
is a new public safety system that
allows customers who own an enabled mobile device to receive geographically-targeted, text-like messages alerting them of imminent
threats to safety in their area. The
new technology ensures that emergency alerts will not get stuck in
highly congested user areas, which
can happen with standard mobile
voice and texting services.
“This new system provides an additional opportunity for Allen County
residents to receive life-saving information needed to get out of harm’s
way when a threat exists,” said Bernie Beier, the director of the Allen
County Emergency Management

Agency.
CMAS enables government officials
to target emergency alerts to specific
geographic areas through cell towers,
which push the information to dedicated receivers in CMAS-enabled
mobile devices. Customers of participating carriers are automatically
signed up for the free service.

CMAS complements the existing
Emergency Alert System (EAS)
which is implemented by the FCC
and FEMA at the federal level
through broadcasters and other media service providers.
More information about CMAS can
be found online at www.fema.gov/
emergency/ipaws/cmas.

“If an alert is received, citizens
should follow the instructions and
seek additional information from
radio, television, NOAA Weather
Radio, and other official sources for
emergency information,” Beier said.
Some phones may require only software upgrades to receive alerts. In
other cases a subscriber may need to
purchase a new CMAS-capable device. Consumers should check with
their wireless carrier regarding the
availability of CMAS-capable handsets.

Heat: A Major Killer
From the National Weather Service
Heat is the number one weatherrelated killer in the United States,
resulting in hundreds of fatalities
each year. In fact, on average, excessive heat claims more lives each year
than floods, lightning, tornadoes and
hurricanes combined.





Child Heat Wave Safety Tips







Make sure your child's safety
seat and safety belt buckles
aren't too hot before securing
your child in a safety restraint
system, especially when your car
has been parked in the heat.
Never leave your child unattended in a vehicle, even with the
windows down.
Teach children not to play in, on,

teins that increase metabolic
heat production also increase
water loss.

or around cars.
Always lock car doors and
trunks--even at home--and keep
keys out of children's reach.



Drink plenty of water, nonalcoholic and decaffeinated fluids.



Do not drink alcoholic beverages
and limit caffeinated beverages.



Slow down. Reduce, eliminate or
reschedule strenuous activities
until the coolest time of the day.

During excessive heat periods,
spend more time in airconditioned places.



Dress for summer. Wear lightweight, light-colored clothing to
reflect heat and sunlight.

Don't get too much sun. Sunburn
reduces your body's ability to
dissipate heat.



Do not take salt tablets unless
specified by a physician.

Always make sure all children
have left the car when you reach
your destination. Don't leave
sleeping infants in the car ever!

Adult Heat Wave Safety Tips







Put less fuel on your inner fires.
Foods, like meat and other pro-
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Allen County Recycling Award Nominations Being
Accepted
The Allen County Solid Waste Management District believes one way to
encourage waste reduction and recycling is to acknowledge, support and
honor those businesses and organizations that set a good example for others. Each year, the District presents
its Excellence in Recycling Awards to
recognize the organizations in Allen
County that make an effort to reduce,
recycle, and reuse in their workplace.

efforts to develop & implement programs to divert waste from landfills
in one of the following ways:



Significantly reduce the amount
of solid waste generated by their
facilities;



Developed methods of reusing
resources;



Implemented recycling programs.

Nominations for this year’s awards
are now being accepted. The
“Closing the Loop Award” recognizes
organizations that “Close the Loop”
in one of the following ways:

Go online to acwastewatcher.org for
more information about the nomination process and to download an application form.



Purchase & use products made
with recycled content;

Completed applications can be
mailed to:



Create & manufacture recycled
content products.

The “3R (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle)
Award” recognizes organizations’

or emailed to info@acWasteWatcher.org.
Completed applications must be received by July 13. Winners will be
announced at the 20th Annual Excellence in Recycling Awards Luncheon
in August.

ACSWMD
“Award Nomination”
One E. Main Street, Suite 701
Fort Wayne, IN 46802

County Veterans Service Office Tops ''Million Dollar Club''
34 counties in Indiana were able to
recover more than one million dollars
in benefits for their veterans last
year. And at the top of the “Million
Dollar Club” list was the Allen County Veterans Service Office.
According to figures compiled by the
American Legion Services Department in Indianapolis, Allen County
veterans or their survivors received a
total of $14.1 million in benefits last
year thanks to the combined efforts
of Veterans Services Officer George
Jarboe and the American Legion.
Jarboe said the money was used to
cover items such as low-income pension programs, service-related compensation, and education and insurance benefits. The $14.1 million was
in addition to health care benefits
obtained for county veterans. The

figure represents an increase of $3.5
million received in 2010, according to
Jarboe.
Last year, the Allen County VSO
handled 721 appointments for new
claims dealing with matters such as
compensation, pension, waivers and
appeals. The office also processed
483 claims for veterans’ burial benefits and 270 applications for disabled
veterans’ property tax abatements.
Jarboe said over the past several
years his office has seen an increase
in claim work for older veterans, especially those who are living in longterm care facilities. In addition, he
said more compensation claims are
being filed by veterans returning
from recent duty for issues such as
post traumatic stress disorder.

For more information on the services
provided by the Allen County VSO,
you can contact Jarboe at 449-7861 or
by email at
george.jarboe@allencounty.us. The
office is located in Room 106 of the
Rousseau Centre (formerly CityCounty Building) at One East Main
Street.
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Medication Drop Box Moved to Rousseau Centre
Persons with unused or expired medications in the home can now bring
them to the Rousseau Centre
(formerly City-County Building) and
dispose of them safely.
A free medication disposal drop box
has now been placed in the first floor
lobby of the building at One East
Main Street. The box had been located in the Creighton Street headquarters of the Fort Wayne Police Department. It was moved when the police
department relocated to the Rousseau Centre.

Allen County TRIAD. By utilizing
this program and properly disposing
of medications, seniors and children
are kept safe in the home and the
medications are kept out of the county’s water supply. TRIAD is a partnership of law enforcement, senior
citizens and community groups.

The drop box is only for the disposal
of pills. The medication should be in
its original bottle or package. No
liquids or syringes can be accepted.
The drop box service is provided by

Allen County INfo has gone mobile! Download the free
YouTown app for your iOS or Android-powered device!

County Employee’s Daughter Force Behind “Taylor’s Dream”
The mother of Taylor Reuille — the
Woodburn teenager whose drive and
determination made “Taylor’s
Dream: Boundless Playground” a
reality — says the accolades that her
daughter continues to receive for her
work are overwhelming.
“I’m so excited and proud for her,”
said Casey Booher, contract and billing clerk in the Allen County Purchasing Department. “It’s all been
pretty amazing.”
The two-acre playground at Kreager
Park includes three pods designated
for certain age groups, plus a central
splash pad. The playground was
designed by area children to offer
amenities that can be used by people
of all abilities.
Taylor presented the concept to city

leaders some five years ago and was
instrumental in helping raise the
initial funding for the project.
Most recently, she was presented
with a resolution from the Indiana
General Assembly for her efforts,
along with a Good Citizenship award
from the Daughters of the American
Revolution.
“She doesn’t think she deserves anything except the satisfaction of just
helping others,” Casey said of her
daughter. “She’s a pretty neat kid
and all of this has been amazing for
her.”
And what does the future hold for
Taylor? How about leading the City
of Fort Wayne?
“Ever since she was invited to visit
the mayor’s office in Citizens Square,

Taylor Reuille (left), the driving force behind
“Taylor’s Dream: Boundless Playground,” is
pictured with her mom, County Purchasing
employee Casey Booher, after receiving
special recognition from the Indiana General
Assembly. (Photo courtesy KPC Media)

she’s talked of maybe running for
mayor one day,” Casey said.
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Allen County Trailblazers Program Returns
The Allen County Trailblazers Program is back for its second year.
Cooperating agencies have assembled
a list of 15 trails at various sites,
each about one mile in length. Hikers
who complete 10 of the listed trails
will receive an award.
Forms can be downloaded online or
picked up at agency offices after completing a short sign-up form so the
number of participants can be
tracked. The Trailblazers form will
have space for the date hiked along
with participant contact information.
The back of the form will have directions to the parks areas where the
trails are located. These trails will
change on a rotating basis over several years.
The program reward is a brass medallion that can be mounted on a
hiking stick. A sticker to attach to
the walking stick has the logos of all
participating agencies and be includ-

ed. Sticks will be available at cost for
$3. Increased funding from sponsors
will allow more people to participate,
and possibly add more to the award.
Awards may be picked up at Metea
or Fox Island County Park Nature
Centers, the New Haven Parks office
and the Fort Wayne Parks office.
This program will run from September 1 to November 30, with last
awards given out by January 30,
2013.
The program’s Facebook page is Allen County Trailblazers. “Like” this
and find additional information here.
The website is
www.allencountytrailblazers.org
where you can go to register, donate
to help out and get the latest news.
You can also call 449-8619 or email
metea@allencountyparks.org to learn
more.

Marco’s Pizza Metea Free Day
Metea County Park
Tuesday, August 14, 9:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M.
Come out and enjoy Metea County Park for FREE!
We realize you East Allen County school children had to go back to school today so make it easy on your parents. Bring
a swimsuit or hiking shoes and come out to Metea for FREE! Marco’s Pizza is helping us sponsor this day by donating
15% of their sales to the park!!! Order a pizza from Marco’s Pizza in Leo/Cedarville and we’ll go pick it up for you and
bring it back so you can enjoy a peaceful FREE evening at our place.
Look for more information on this fun day and evening at our website and at your local Marco’s Pizza.
Cost: FREE to get in park. Order and pay for your pizza, we’ll pick it up and bring it back.
For more information:
Email: bdispenza@allencountyparks.org
Call: 449-8619 Bob Dispenza
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Allen County Fair Set for July 24-29
There will be no shortage of family
fun and entertainment at this year’s
Allen County Fair July 24-29 at the
County Fairgrounds, 2726 Carroll
Road.
General admission is $5.00 per person. Children 5 and under are admitted free. Some special events will
have an added fee. You can purchase
a Weekly Pass (booklet of 5 passes)
for $20. Parking is free outside the
gate and a shuttle will operate Tuesday through Saturday from noon until 10 p.m.

will include musical entertainment,
midway rides, food vendors, commercial exhibits, and 4-H animal shows.
Sunday, July 26, is a FREE DAY
with no charge for General Admission.
The Allen County Fair is a great opportunity to visit with old friends and
make new memories. For a complete
schedule, go online to
www.allencountyfairfw.org

The event showcases projects completed by 1,100 Purdue Extension
Service 4-H Youth program participants. In addition, daily activities

Upcoming Allen County Extension Service Programs
Preserving Nature’s Bounty – Home Food Preservation Workshop – July 9, 7:00-8:30 p.m. & August 2, 1:002:30 p.m.
Canning – Freezing – Dehydrating & Food Storage topics will be covered.
$2 fee to cover printed materials. Pre-Registration Required.
2012 Master Gardener Twilight Garden Walk — Saturday, July 14, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Purdue Extension Service
Office
Check out the Display Gardens that surround the Allen County Extension Office. Maintained by trained Master Garden volunteers, they showcase examples of plants that grow well in various settings common to Allen County.
ServSafe Food Handlers Exam ONLY– July 17 @ 9:30 a.m.
(Pre-Registration Required)
Adult Open Class at the Allen County Fair – July 24-29, Home & Family Arts Bldg., Fairgrounds
Display your handmade home hobby items. Many categories to choose from. $1.00 per exhibit (no limit).
Pre-Registration Required – Registration Forms & Rules Available on the Web & at the Office.

Volume 5, Issue 3

County Happenings

Page 9

If your department is celebrating an accomplishment or
doing something good in the community, send along a
picture and information to the “ACE” for our next edition!

Canoeing demonstrations and wildlife exhibits were just two of the activities
enjoyed by those who attended SolFest 2012 on May 5 & 6 at Fox Island County Park. Sol Fest began as an anniversary celebration of 25 years of nature
education at Fox Island County Park and State Nature Preserve and the return of the summer season. (Photos Courtesy Ray Steup Photography)

The 3rd annual Fitness Feast, sponsored
by the Wellness Committee for City and
County employees, was held June 21 at
the Barr Street Market. Besides an awesome lunch for only $3, entertainment
included live music by James DeArmond.
A portion of the ticket sales will benefit
Alex’s Lemonade Stand.

The Maplecrest Road Extension Project is progressing nicely, as illustrated by the photos above taken last month by Allen County Recorder John
McGauley. There is still a lot of concrete pavement to place and incidental
work to finish it up before it is opened to traffic. But if all goes as
planned, that opening should take place around the week of Thanksgiving.

Allen County Commissioners and the city of New Haven hosted “County
Night Out” on May 1. Commissioners Therese Brown and Nelson Peters
(left) welcomed those who attended the event at the police training room of
New Haven’s City Hall. Joining County departments were representatives from the New Haven’s Police, Fire, Parks and Recreation, and Public
Works departments to explain the work they do and answer citizens’ questions and concerns.

The 12th annual City-County Summer
Blood Drive took place on June 13 at the
Citizens Square Omni Room (top photo)
and in the Ed Rousseau Centre (bottom
photo). A total of 60 productive units of
blood were donated with the potential of
helping save up to 180 lives.
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Employee News
The Latest News About You!

New Employees


The Allen County War Memorial Coliseum & ARAMARK have named Beth E. Noland as their new
Director of Business Development. Beth joins the staff of the Coliseum from Eddie Merlot’s in Fort
Wayne, where she was the Sales Manager since 2010.

Interns


Samuel Ladowski will be serving as a summer law clerk for the Allen Circuit Court through August. He graduated from Bishop Dwenger High School, Wabash College, and is currently a third year law student at Indiana University – Indianapolis’ McKinney Law School. Before law school, he served as a United States Peace Corps Volunteer in Madagascar.

Accomplishments & Awards


In the Wayne Township Assessor’s Office, Kristen Rice and Barbara Cooper passed the IAAO 300 certification
exam.

Retiring


Sharon Bryan in the Department of Planning Services is retiring June 29. Sharon began her employment with
Allen County Government in 1974 as Secretary/Office Supervisor for Adult Probation. She transferred to DPS in
1984. She has loyally filled the positions of Secretary 3, Administrative Secretary, and Office Manager & Administrative Assistant for the past 28 years.

Births


Rachel Carter and her husband Mike welcomed Isaac Francis on June 2. Rachel is a Records Deputy III in the Small
Claims Division – Clerk’s Office.

Condolences


Joy Books passed away on Friday, May 18. Joy worked for the City Of Fort Wayne for over 20 years in Human Resources and worked another 13 years for the County as a receptionist in the Commissioners’ Office and in the Highway
Department before retiring last year.

Serving Our Country


Chief Tad Lochner — son of Tom Lochner (Allen County Parks & Recreation) and Shelley Lochner (Allen County
Assessor’s office) — is currently serving in Afghanistan until the end of this year. Tad is an 18-year veteran in the U.S.
Navy and has been overseas on three different aircraft carriers. His current deployment is a Joint Service Operation at
Camp Sabalu-Harrison on Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan.

About The ACE
The Allen County Employees newsletter
(The ACE) is electronically published
every other month by the Allen County
Public Information Office.
Story ideas, pictures and inquiries
may be sent to
The Allen County Commissioners Office,

We’re on the web at
www.allencounty.us

c/o The ACE, 200 E. Berry St.,
Suite 410, Fort Wayne, IN 46802.
Submissions may also be made to
michael.green@allencounty.us

Allen County Info is on
Twitter,

Facebook,

YouTube and
Nixle

Don’t Forget…
County Offices Will Be
Closed on Wednesday July
4th for the Independence
Day Holiday!!!

