City-County Building Officially
Becomes Rousseau Centre
A 40-year-old landmark
in downtown Fort
Wayne officially starts
an important new mission with a new name.
Over 100 people gathered at the former CityCounty Building April
23 for ceremonies dedicating the facility as the
Edwin J. Rousseau Centre.
Rousseau spent 40 years
in Allen County and
Fort Wayne politics,
including terms on the
Fort Wayne City Council, Allen County Council and the County
Board of Commissioners. He passed away in
2009 at the age of 76.
Commissioner Linda
Bloom said Rousseau
was “a man whose long-

time service as an elected official, businessman
and community volunteer earned him great
respect and admiration
which continues to this
very day, as evidenced
by the turnout for this
event.”
The City-County Building served as the home
for the administrative
offices of City and County governments for the
past 40 years. After
many of those offices
moved to Citizens
Square last year, the
building was renovated
to serve as headquarters
for City and County
police and the City fire
department. Several
County government
offices will remain in
the Rousseau Centre —

According to County
Election Director Beth

Dlug, 308 people voted
early at the Election
Board office and 1,338
absentee ballots had
been submitted as of
April 20. By this same
time in the 2008 primary, there had been 669
in-office voters and

March/April 2012

SolFest 2012
Details on Page 5
Marilyn Rousseau (top left)
joins Commissioners Linda
Bloom and Therese Brown in
unveiling a plaque dedicating
the Edwin J. Rousseau Centre on April 23.

including the assessor,
auditor, recorder, treasurer and veterans services.
(Continued on page 2)

County Early Voting Numbers
Lagging Compared to ‘08
Allen County voters
have not been taking
advantage of the opportunity to vote early in
this year’s May primary
as they did during the
2008 election.
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2,410 mailed absentee
voters.
Dlug said early voting in
the Election Board office
at 1 West Superior will
continue weekdays from
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
through May 4.
(Continued on page 2)
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Reminder: Medical Plan Dependent Audit Deadline
On March 31, a Dependent Eligibility
Verification Request Package was
sent to the home of each County employee that have dependents enrolled
in the medical plan. All employees
who have enrolled children and
spouses in the plan are required to
verify eligibility of dependents with
Pro-Claim by APRIL 30.
If you have not yet done so, you are
strongly encouraged to respond to
Pro-Claim’s request. If you have not
received the mailing or need a duplicate copy, please contact Pro-Claim
Plus at 969-6320.

If you do not respond by April 30 to
the verification request, your dependents will be removed from coverage.

regarding the dependent verification
process.

If coverage is cancelled for your dependent(s) due to this review, you
will be able to re-enroll an eligible
dependent(s) with acceptable proof of
eligibility at the next open enrollment period with coverage effective
on January 1, 2013 and claims paid
in 2012 for unverified dependents
will be subject to re-payment.
Please contact Pro-Claim Plus at 969
-6320 for questions you may have

Two Weeks Remain to Cast Ballots Ahead of May 8 Primary
Cont’d from Page 1)
Early voting will also take place on
two Saturdays — April 28 and May 5
— from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., and on Monday, May 7, from 8 a.m. to 12 noon.

emailed to the Election Board office.
Mailed ballots must be received at
the office no later than noon on Election Day.

Dlug also said that applications for
mailed absentee ballots will be accepted until 11:59 p.m. on April 30.
Blank applications can be found at
the Election Board’s website —
www.allencountyvoters.info — and
can be mailed, faxed, dropped off or

40-year-old Building Changes Name and Mission
(Cont’d from Page 1)
Commissioner Nelson Peters said
with the changes, the building continues to “fulfill its intended purpose
as a leading force in bringing a better
tomorrow to Fort Wayne and Allen
County.”
Also speaking at the ceremony were
Commissioner Therese Brown, Fort
Wayne Mayor Tom Henry, and Mrs.

Marilyn Rousseau, who helped unveil
a plaque honoring her late husband.

Commissioner Nelson Peters delivers remarks to those attending the Edwin J.
Rousseau Centre Dedication Ceremony on
April 23. Over 100 people attended the
event.
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Serrano Steps Down as County HR Director
Named New Executive Dir. Of FW Metro Human Relations Commission
Allen County government has begun
the search for a new Human Resources Director following the departure of Cathy Serrano on April 13.
Serrano resigned to become the new
Executive Director of the Fort Wayne
Metropolitan Human Relations Commission.
Serrano was hired by Allen County to
serve as Risk Manager and Human
Resources Attorney on September 25,
2006.
Her outstanding work performance
led to her promotion to the position of
Director of Human Resources on February 28, 2011.
Serrano was a tireless champion for
safety in the workplace and through

her efforts — such as formation of
the department’s Safety Committee
— brought greater awareness to preventing and reducing accidents and
injuries on the job.
Her proven knowledge of the law also
made her a valuable resource to
County government as she provided
counsel and advice to a variety of
departments.
In addition, Serrano helped plan and
organize entertainment for the annual “SolFest” celebration at Fox Island
Park for several years.
Janette Jacquay, HR Manager, will
also be carrying the title of Interim
HR Director while the search for Serrano’s successor continues.

Former County Human Resources Director
Cathy Serrano (left) receives a proclamation
from Commissioner Linda Bloom designating
Apr. 13 “Cathy Serrano Day” in Allen County. Serrano left county government to become executive director of the Fort Wayne
Metro Human Relations Commission.

Go to www.nixle.com to register for official Allen County information

June 13 Blood Drive Features Two Locations
The 12th annual County & City Employees Summer Red Cross Blood
Drive is set for Wednesday, June 13
from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m.
There will be two indoor locations
available for contributing blood: the
Garden Level Omni Room (Suite 045)
in Citizens Square and in Room 740
on the 7th floor of the Rousseau Centre (formerly City-County Building).
There is always a need for blood in
the United States. Accidents, surgeries and other everyday occurrences
require a constant supply of donations. With our help, the Red Cross
can meet that need!
Individuals who are 17 years of age,
meet weight and height requirements
(110 pounds or more, depending on
their height) and are in generally
good health may be eligible to donate

blood. Please bring your Red Cross
blood donor card or other form of
positive ID when you come to donate.
Donations at both locations will be
accepted by appointment in order to
keep the time investment to a minimum. Scheduling information will be
provided during the month of May.
For more information about becoming a blood donor, contact County
Public Information Officer Mike
Green by calling 449-7671 or sending
an email to michael.green@allencounty.us.
We encourage you to spend an hour
of your day on June 13 saving a life!

Allen County and City of Ft. Wayne employees roll up their sleeves during last year’s
Summer Blood Drive in the Citizens Square
Omni Room. This year’s drive is scheduled
for June 13 and will be held in the Omni
Room as well as on the 7th floor of the
Rousseau Centre.
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4th Week of Summer Camp Added by County Parks
The Allen County Parks Department's 2012 Summer Day Camp program will be adding a fourth week
after all.
Originally, only two weeks of camp at
Fox Island Park and one week at
Metea Park had been scheduled due
to reductions in the department's
general fund budget. But the private
sector came to the rescue so that the
extra week could be added.
"The efforts by local businesses and
members of the community to secure
funding for a fourth week of camp
has been a huge success," said Jeff
Baxter, Parks Superintendent.
The additional week of camp has
been named "Mariah’s Community
Nature Camp" in honor of Mariah
Smith, the 11-year-old camper whose
letters to local newspapers brought
attention to the Parks Department's
situation, and to the community for

its support.
Camps are for children ages 6 thru
12 years of age and are held Monday
– Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
At Fox Island, "Fish 'N Fun Camp" is
set for June 25-29 and "Survivor Island Camp" is scheduled for July 913. Metea Park will host "Back
Country Camp" July 16-20 and
"Mariah's Community Nature Camp"
July 23-27.
Registration deadline is two weeks
prior to each camp. Camp costs $100
per child per week. The early-bird
rate for registrations received prior
to May 18 is $95 per camper. Golden
Parks Pass holder’s registration fee
is $90 per camper. Application forms
and registration information is available online at the department's website, www.allencountyparks.org. For
more information about Summer Day
Camps, contact Natalie Haley at 4493246 or nhaley@allencountyparks.org.

Parks Dept. “Thank You”
Among the individuals and
businesses receiving special
recognition for their help are:













Tom and Mo Palmer
Ed and Cynthia Powers
Maurice & Leslie Sperry
Three Rivers Fly Fishers
Ellmar Farms – Ellis &
Marilynn McFadden
Concordia Gardens
Community Association
Fins and Flowers Water
Gardens
Rosalie Cummings
Myers Plant Healthcare
Cornerstone Landscape
Group
Felgers Peat Moss

Allen County Park Activities for May/June
Canoeing Basics at Fox Island Bowman Lake May 19 & June 16, Saturdays 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Learn how to paddle a canoe and get to where you aim to go! You will learn the basics of water safety, parts of the
paddle and canoe, and the strokes that will help you follow the course. Required for Canoeing the Cedar Creek trip.
Cost: $ 5.00 Pre-register by 5/14 for May class and 6/11 for June class
To register or for more information email: mgobert@allencountyparks.org or call: 449-3777
Cedar Creek Canoe Trip at Metea County Park Nature Center May 20 & June 17, Sunday 1:00 PM – 5:00 PM
Join us for an early paddle upon the Cedar Creek. We’ll meet at Metea County Park and shuttle to our put- in site.
We could see heron, beaver, ducks, songbirds and more. Must have taken a prerequisite class or other certification.
Cost: $ 10.00 Pre-register by 5/15 for May trip and 6/12 for June trip
To register or for more information email mgobert@allencountyparks.org or call 449-3777
Military Family Fun Days at Metea County Park June 1 and June 8 from 6pm to 10 pm
Allen County Parks and the American Red Cross are joining forces to sponsor this free event for military families!
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Join Our “8-Week Challenge!”
No matter where you are in life, it’s
never too late to make better health
choices. All you need is a goal, a plan
and the desire to live better. You can
achieve excellent health by keeping
things in check!
During the County’s “8-Week Challenge,” you will receive health tips
and recipes to keep you motivated!
We are working with the American
Heart Association to have an extraordinary impact on your life right now,
and for the rest of your life!
Join our activity challenge! We have
set a goal to walk the Indianapolis
500! Our team, the “County Crushers” goal is to CRUSH that goal of
walking 500 miles! You can do this
by tracking your physical activity
(not JUST walking) at the
www.startwalkingnow.org website.

For information on how to register,
contact Deb Hudson, County Insurance Director, at 449-7689 or by
email at
debra.hudson@allencounty.us.
Also, to get your 3 wellness points
toward a community event, go online
to www.fortwayneheartwalk.org and
register as part of the Allen County
walk team for September 15. You
must participate in the walk on September 15 to receive your points.
Generally, you don’t need to consult
your healthcare provider before becoming physically active unless you
have a chronic condition. However,
healthcare providers can provide
advice on appropriate types of activities and ways to progress at a safe
and steady pace.

Francine’s Friends Mobile Mammography Bus
at Citizens Square
May 9, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm
along Barr Street Market
Call 483-1847, ext. 26540 for an appointment
This is a great opportunity for all City & County Employees and we hope that you will
take advantage of it. It not only eliminates the need to take a day off, but it’s an
important step to taking care of your health.
DON’T DELAY! MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY- THERE ARE ONLY
20 SPOTS AVAILABLE!

REMEMBER
A 15-minute test could save your life.
This mammography service is covered under the wellness benefit for all who are
covered under any County health plan.
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Allen County Launches Mobile Optimized Website
The Allen County Board of Commissioners has taken the next steps in
the continuing effort to make County
government accessible to its residents anywhere, anytime.
Anyone will now be able to access an
optimized Allen County website on
their mobile devices and cell phones.

closer to Allen County government.
The optimized website was developed
by the County’s Information Technology Department and Atos, the County’s IT partner, and required no expenditure of government funds.

“The mobile web really is a separate
and important digital medium that
we can no longer ignore,” explained
Commissioner Nelson Peters. “We
are pleased to be reaching out to the
public with an optimized website for
cell phones and mobile devices.”

Additionally, a Quick Response — or
“QR” — code will be included on materials produced by the County’s Public Information Office. When
scanned, the QR code will take users
to a page that contains County government contact information and
links to the County’s website and
social media offerings.

By automatically detecting mobile
and cell phone browsers, a mobile
version of the County’s website will
be displayed using the same URL as
the current full-site version:
www.allencounty.us. Compatible
with major smart phone operating
systems including iPhone and Android, this tool will bring the public

A QR code is a specific matrix barcode or two-dimensional code that is
readable by dedicated QR barcode
readers and camera telephones. The
code consists of black modules arranged in a square pattern on a
white background. The information
encoded may be text, URL or other
data.

The Allen County Public Information
Office is now using QR (Quick Response) codes, like the one above,
which have information or data that can
be read by camera telephones and dedicated barcode readers.

Allen County 2011 Annual Report Released
The 2011 Annual Report for Allen
County has been by the Board of
Commissioners’ Public Information
Office.
Highlights of the comprehensive, 18page color report include:





A breakdown of general fund
revenues and the distribution of
the county general fund budget
in 2011;
A review of efforts to enhance
economic development in Allen
County;



A recap of some of the major projects undertaken by the County
Highway Department;



The relocation of several County
government offices into Citizens
Square and the renovation of the
City-County Building to house

City and County public safety
offices;



Efforts to streamline the landuse permitting process for largescale developments;



Establishment of a strategic
spending initiative for County
government; and



Reports from various departments under the direction of the
Board of Commissioners.

The 2011 Annual Report was printed
through the facilities of the Fort
Wayne Community Schools’ print
shop. It will be distributed to public
facilities throughout the community,
including government offices and
branches of the Allen County Public
Library. The report is also available
at the county’s website –
www.allencounty.us
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Master Gardener Plant Sales Feature Books, Native Plants
Purdue Master Gardener volunteers
will once again offer a wide variety of
annual and perennial plants at their
plant sale at the Allen County Extension office on Saturday, May 5 from
1:00 – 4:00 PM, and on June 2 from
1:00-4:00 PM.
The plants for the sale are homegrown by Master Gardener volunteers and are also dug from their
gardens, or the educational Display
Gardens at the Extension office. Usually there are a wide variety of perennials, some woody ornamentals, vegetables and annuals. A large number
of gardening books will be available.
Kathryn Kaspar Place (a non-profit
agency that works with refugees in
Fort Wayne) will offer vegetable
transplants to help support their
organization. The Fort Wayne Arbor-

ist Association will be offering lowcost tree saplings for citizens at the
sale.
Proceeds from the sale help support
the Display Gardens at the Extension office and the Purdue Master
Gardener program in Allen County.
Free parking is available at the parking garage across from the Extension
office located on the IPFW campus.
On June 2, handmade items from
Kelly house will be on sale, along
with native prairie perennial
“orphans” – propagated from endangered remnant areas in our area.
The event will occur rain or shine.
Call the Allen County Extension office at 260-481-6826 for more information.

Upcoming Extension Service Programs
“GLUTEN INTOLERANCE” EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM: May 9th @ 7pm (FREE & Open to the Public)
Do you or someone you know need to monitor the foods consumed – especially certain grain products – so as not to feel
badly? We will learn why certain grains may cause symptoms of illness or discomfort. The program will present an
overview of the illness, symptoms, foods to be avoided and foods that are permissible to consume.
PRESERVING NATURE’S BOUNTY Home Food Preservation Workshop Dates (Pre-Registration Required)
Picture your garden overflowing with plump, juicy tomatoes, shiny green peppers, and crisp green beans. Imagine picking juicy peaches, pears, and apples from the local orchards or selecting fresh produce from baskets at the farmers’ markets. Why not save some of this bounty to enjoy all through the year? Food preservation is the process of treating and
handling food to stop or greatly slow down spoilage, loss of quality, edibility, or nutritive value caused or accelerated by
micro-organisms. Learn to preserve foods safely by attending a ‘Preserving Nature’s Bounty’ workshop to discuss safe
home food preservation procedures and to answer the frequently asked questions on canning, freezing, and drying
foods.
Workshops cost just $2.00 and are scheduled for May 15th @ 7:00pm–8:30pm; May 30th @ 1:00pm-2:30pm; June 6th @
7:00pm-8:30pm; June 19th @ 1:00pm-2:30pm
GET CHECKING Financial Education Workshops Dates Available
The Purdue Cooperative Extension Service in Allen County will host the GET CHECKING workshop for the Bank On
Fort Wayne initiative. This workshop is for clients and families who have never had checking or savings accounts at a
bank or credit union, mismanaged accounts at banks and credits unions so those accounts are now closed without committing fraud, or have accounts, but continue to still use predatory lenders. Workshop topics include an introduction to
the program as well as Choosing an Account Right for You; Managing Your Account; Keys to Successful Money Management and Credit. At the completion of the workshop, the participants will receive a certificate that will allow them
to open an account at a participating bank or credit union.
All workshops will be held at the Allen County Extension Office and are free and open to the public. Pre-registration is
required. May 29th @ 5:30pm-9:30pm; June 11th @ 1:00pm-5:00pm.
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AIC Awards Applications Now Being Accepted
Each year during the Association of
Indiana Counties annual fall conference, the AIC gives two prestigious
awards -- the County Achievement &
Local Government Cooperation
Awards.
The County Achievement Award was
designed to recognize those counties
that have demonstrated problemsolving capabilities above and beyond
day-to-day operations. Allen County
has received this award three of the
past five years. In 2007, the Board of
Commissioners was recognized for
establishing the County employee
health clinic. In 2009, the AIC recognized the office of County Recorder
John McGauley for creation of its
Neighborhood Resource Center. And
in 2010, the Board of Commissioners
received the award for supporting

and implementing a Countywide
Strategic Plan.
The Local Government Cooperation
Award was created to encourage cooperative relations, to improve
productivity and efficiency, and to
reward such actions between and
among local units of government.
Those local units of government include county and municipal governments and their subordinate units.

mation are available by contacting
the Commissioners’ Public Information Office.

Applications for both of these awards
are now being accepted through July
1. If your department has been involved in a program, activity or project that fits the criteria of these
awards, you are encouraged to submit an application to Commissioner
Therese Brown for consideration as
the County's entry. The application
forms containing more criteria infor-

Allen County INfo has gone mobile! Download the free
YouTown app for your iOS or Android-powered device!

“Choice Rider Survey” Underway
Allen County employees are being
encouraged to participate in a special
“Choice Rider Survey.”
This effort comes from the City of
Fort Wayne, Citilink, Countilink, and
the Northeastern Indiana Regional
Coordinating Council, groups that
have partnered in the development of
a Bus Fort Wayne Plan. The Bus
Fort Wayne Plan is a 10-year plan
that will lay the foundation for establishing public transit as a preferred
transportation choice.
Currently, the system serves those
who are transit dependent because
they cannot afford a car or cannot
drive. Because of the current state of
our economy, it's believed that because of rising gasoline prices and
demographic trends the time is now
to attract and plan for an increase in

public transit ridership by “choice
riders,” or those who make a conscious choice to use public transportation instead of their car. In order
to obtain information on this emerging market, Bus Fort Wayne has developed a Choice Rider Survey to
gain information on potential choice
riders of public transit.
The online survey is at
www.surveymonkey.com/s/choicerider. It

contains 17 questions and will be
available through June 15.
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Employee News
The Latest News About You!

New Employees


Howard “Doc” Clark is the County Building Department’s newest plumbing inspector, replacing Dale Bergman
who retired this winter. Doc has operated his own plumbing company in Allen County for a number of years and
brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to the department



Also in the Building Department, Ken Minyard fills a new position as a commercial building inspector. Ken has
been licensed and operated his own company for several years, both in Allen County as well as the Knoxville, TN
area.

Moving On


Gene Languell has resigned his position as Plant Facilities Manager at the Memorial Coliseum.
Gene has accepted a position at Parkview Hospital as the Director of Facilities & Engineering. His last
day at the Coliseum will be April 27.



Jolie Walker has left the Commissioners’ Office, where she was Financial Controller, to take a job
with the City of Ft. Wayne’s Finance Department.

Accomplishments & Awards


In the Wayne Township Assessor’s Office, Sharene Haywood passed the Level I Indiana Assessor-Appraiser Certification. Also, Tammy Smith and Sam Walker passed the IAAO 112 Certification.



Craig J. Bobay, Magistrate for the Allen Circuit Court, was awarded the Teaching Excellence Award for Associate Faculty in the Department of Public Policy at IPFW on April 18.



Allen Circuit Court Judge Thomas J. Felts has been named to the 2012 list of top 15 barristers by the publication
Indiana Lawyer.

Welcome


The Allen County Office of Homeland Security, led by director Bernie Beier, officially became a department
of County government on April 19.

Does your department or office have a change in staffing you’d
like others in County Government to know about? How about a
significant achievement or award? Has there been a special
event that’s taken place in the life of an employee they’d like to
share? Then send an email to michael.green@allencounty.us
and we’ll put it in The ACE!
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If your department is celebrating an accomplishment or
doing something good in the community, send along a
picture and information to the “ACE” for our next edition!

Commissioners Nelson Peters (far left), Therese Brown (next to him) and Linda
Bloom (2nd from right) participate in the groundbreaking for the new Franklin
Electric corporate headquarters on Coverdale Road on Apr. 20. The new building is scheduled to open in the summer of 2013 and will occupy approximately
120,000 square feet of space. The facility also will feature a state-of-the-art
laboratory that will provide a doubling of the number of test stations. This will
enable Franklin Electric to significantly expand its research, development,
design, and testing capacity. (Photos Courtesy Fort Wayne-Allen County Economic Development Alliance)

Allen County elected officials and department heads met with state lawmakers on Apr. 20 at Memorial Coliseum for the County’s Legislative
Breakfast. Commissioner Nelson Peters (lower left photo) was among
those recapping how the County’s platform fared during the recently completed session of the General Assembly. After the presentation, State Sen.
Dennis Kruse (R-14) chatted with Treasurer Sue Orth (upper right photo)
while State Rep. Phil GiaQuinta (D-80) had a word with Wayne Township
Assessor Bev Zuber (bottom right photo).

In conjunction with Earth Day, Ivy Tech
Community College−Northeast announced the launch of the Ivy Tech Community Garden, located at the North
Campus, 4900 St. Joe Road, east of Carroll Hall. The first-planting ceremony
was held on Apr. 25 and Tony Burrus,
County Solid Waste Management District
Director, was among those participating.

Mindy Waldron (left), administrator of the
Fort Wayne-Allen County Department of
Health, received a proclamation designating
Apr. 2-6 "Public Health Week" in Allen County from Commissioners Therese Brown and
Nelson Peters during their Mar. 30 legislative session. The Commissioners took the
opportunity to recognize the work of the
Health Department and its efforts to promote the health, safety and well-being of all
residents in the county.
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Classes begin May 16!
Sign up by calling Linda at 7869 or Deb at 7689 by May 4!

About The ACE
The Allen County Employees newsletter
(The ACE) is electronically published
every other month by the Allen County
Public Information Office.
Story ideas, pictures and inquiries
may be sent to
The Allen County Commissioners Office,

We’re on the web at
www.allencounty.us

c/o The ACE, 200 E. Berry St.,
Suite 410, Fort Wayne, IN 46802.
Submissions may also be made to
michael.green@allencounty.us

Allen County Info is on
Twitter,

Facebook,

YouTube and
Nixle

