Employees Urged to Conduct
Dependent Eligibility Review
Recently it has come to
the attention of County
Human Resources that
there may be ineligible
dependents included on
the Allen County Group
Medical Plan.
Allen County is committed to minimizing the
impact of rapidly rising
healthcare costs on its
employees and their
families. Because of
this, all employees are
being asked to review
the status of dependents
enrolled in their health

plan to ensure that they
meet the eligibility requirements.
Dependents who are
eligible for coverage
include your



January/February 2012

Legal Guardian –
Requires a court
document appointing guardianship

Individuals enrolled
who do not meet these
eligibility requirements
can constitute fraud.



Legally married
spouse



Son or daughter
(including step) to
age 26 if they are
not covered under
another group
health plan

The County is encouraging all covered employees to review the eligibility status of their
dependents and remove
any who do not meet the
eligibility requirements.

Incapacitated son or
daughter

(Continued on page 2)
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2011 a Good Year
for Coliseum
Details on Page 3

Northeast Indiana “TechFest12”
in Need of Volunteers

Inside this issue:

Youth B.O.T.
(www.youthbot.org).

Check out Deferred
Compensation

An exciting opportunity
to be part of the Second
Annual Northeast Indiana TechFest12 is waiting for you!
Become part of this exciting adventure designed to promote Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) to high
school students throughout Northeast Indiana.
This year the event includes the finals for

The event will take
place Saturday, March
10, 2012, at the Lantern Reception Hall,
4420 Ardmore Avenue.
Organizers of TechFest12 are looking for
adult volunteers to help
with set-up on Friday
afternoon, March 9,
between 1:00 p.m. and
5:00 p.m., game hosts,
monitor/crowd control,
and event clean up.

2

Early Primary Voting 3
Schedule

Morning, afternoon or
all day shifts are available.
Morning shifts are from
approximately 8:00 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. and afternoon shifts are 12:30 to
5:00 p.m. Clean up may
go to 6:30 p.m.
(Continued on page 2)
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Dependent Eligibility Review Sought
(Cont’d from Page 1)
Failure to remove ineligible dependents by March 7 will subject the employee to disciplinary action up to
and including termination of employment.

quest to the Insurance Manager
at Citizens Square, Room 380 or
via email by March 7.



Depending upon the reason for a
change in a coverage election,
COBRA continuation coverage
may or may not be available. A
dependent who loses coverage
will receive a Certificate of
Creditable Coverage.



If the removal of a dependent
from coverage changes your coverage tier (for example, changing
from Family coverage to Self +
Spouse coverage), the adjust-

To make sure your dependent enrollment is correct:





Review your dependents on your
2012 open enrollment benefit
election or on Pro-Claim’s website (www.secure.healthx.com/
proclaim.asp) or contact ProClaim at 436-9495.
To remove a dependent from
coverage, submit a written re-

ment to payroll deductions will
be effective on the next payday.
After the amnesty period, a third
party contractor will conduct a thorough audit of the dependents on the
County’s medical plan. The audit
will require you to share a copy of
your marriage license if you are covering a spouse and a birth certificate/
adoption paperwork/legal guardianship for children you have listed as
dependents.

Deferred Compensation for You!
Did you know that only 13% of working Americans are very confident
they’ll have enough money for a comfortable retirement?
The good news is: Allen County employees have reason to be confident!
You have access to the County sponsored 457 deferred compensation
retirement savings plan.

If you have chosen to receive a lump
sum for your 2012 3% bonus, you can
arrange to defer it to your 457 account. So give your retirement savings a jumpstart by taking advantage
of this opportunity.
Take action! If you are not currently
participating, enroll today. If you are
currently in the plan and would like
to discuss your current situation take

Volunteer for “TechFest12”
(Cont’d from Page 1)
If you are interested in volunteering
for this year’s event, please contact
Tim Miller at tamiller@lhn.net or call
260-435-7901
For more information about the event
and additional volunteer information
visit: http://www.neitechfest.com/
index.html
This event is a collaboration of the

Fort Wayne Chamber of Commerce,
City of Fort Wayne, Allen County,
Atos Origin, community businesses
and educators.

advantage of a personal visit with
our retirement plan representatives.
To schedule a visit please call either
Dave Parish or Nick Gray at 6370800.
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Memorial Coliseum Finishes 2011 in the Black
Coliseum Among Most Powerful North American Venues in Digital Marketing Reach
Total attendance and usage of the
facility at the Allen County War Memorial Coliseum both increased in
2011, according to Executive Vice
President and General Manager
Randy Brown.

elected President of the Board; Laura
Rhoades was named First Vice President; Phil GiaQuinta was named
Second Vice President; Maye Johnson was named Treasurer; and Dennis Sutton was elected Secretary.

Brown updated the Coliseum’s Board
of Trustees at its regular meeting
Jan. 25, informing them that total
attendance increased 2.02% from
2010, for a total of 1.13 million visitors. It was the 21st consecutive year
that the facility welcomed more than
a million guests through its doors.

In related news, the Coliseum was
recently listed at No. 99 on “Venues
Today“ Magazine’s Social Media
Power 100 and is the only venue in
the state of Indiana to make the list.

Additionally, use of the facility increased 7.9% in 2011 from the year
before, for a total of 1,405 events.
Economic impact of the facility, a
measure of dollars contributed to the
local economy, reached nearly $100
million again. At the end of the year,
the Coliseum finished in the black,
by more than $65,000.
“Many arenas throughout the country lost money and I am proud to
report that we did well despite a difficult economy and we are selfsupporting,” said Brown. “For 2012,
the outlook is great and the number
of bookings is trending up.”
Also at the meeting, the Coliseum's
Board of Trustees held officer elections for 2012. Maclyn Parker was

The VT Social Media Power 100
measures and ranks a venue’s digital
marketing reach. They researched
over 300 venues in North America,
scoring facilities for total number of
fans and followers, with additional
points for number of Tweets, Facebook Check-Ins and group listings on
Twitter. The score is weighted for
market size and facility type.
The Memorial Coliseum’s Facebook
Page can be found at
www.facebook.com/acwmc and you
can follow them on Twitter at
www.twitter.com/acwmcoliseum. The
Memorial Coliseum can also be found
on Foursquare, a popular
smartphone location-based application which allows users to “check-in”
at a particular place and share the
information with their friends with
tips, comments and photos.

Popular events such as the concert featuring
country music star Kenny Chesney on May 6
(top picture) and the Fort Wayne Komets
hockey club helped the Allen County War
Memorial Coliseum experience an increase
in total attendance and usage of the facility
during 2011.

Early Voting for Primary Election Set
The Allen County Election Board has
set the schedule for early voting during the 2012 primary election.
Voters will have the opportunity to
cast their ballots ahead of the May 8
primary election day at the Election
Board office located at 1 West Superior Street, the former home of the
County Building and Highway Departments.

Early voting will take place on weekdays from 8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. beginning Monday, April 9, through
Friday, May 4, and again from 8 a.m.
until 12 noon on Monday, May 7.
In addition, early voting will be allowed on two Saturdays — April 28
and May 5. Hours both of those days
are 8 a.m. until 3 p.m.
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Health Dept. Vital Records Now Accepting Credit Cards
People seeking birth and death certificates in Allen County will now be
able to pay for those documents by
credit or debit card.
The Vital Records office of the Fort
Wayne-Allen County Department of
Health is working with GovPay to
make this from of payment available.
All major credit cards, including Visa, MasterCard, Discover and American Express, will be accepted.
“With this new option, customers will
now have three payment options: to
pay by a credit card, as well as by
cash or money order,” says Sarah
Castillo, director of Vital Records.
“This is just another way we are trying to make our services as convenient as possible.”

are available to walk-in customers,
by mail, or using an online service
called VitalChek.
The cost of a birth certificate is $10
and a death certificates is $12.
GovPay will charge a processing for
credit card payments based on the
amount of the transaction, but the
minimum fee someone would pay is
$1.50.
The Vital Records office is located on
the third floor of Citizens Square,
200 E. Berry St. The office is open
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.

Copies of birth and death certificates
for events occurring in Allen County

Allen County INfo has gone mobile! Download the free YouTown
app for your iOS or Android-powered device!

Change in Hours for Employee Health Clinic
The County Employee Health Clinic
has changed its hours of operation on
Mondays and Tuesdays during February for a trial period in an effort to
accommodate employee and family
schedules in making timely appointments. This change affects Mondays
and Tuesdays only.
Many employees call during the
morning to schedule an appointment
for that same day. The clinic often
cannot schedule them for a morning
appointment due to the short time
period prior to lunch. The clinic is
making the changes on a trial basis,
and will study the impact on its utilization of appointments to determine
if the change should be implemented
permanently.

The NEW hours of operation are:



8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. – Open



1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. – Closed
for lunch



2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. – Open

Remember that your Employee
Health Clinic is now located in the
Citizen’s Square building on the lower level in Suite 010. To contact the
clinic with any questions or to make
an appointment, call 449-8660.
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FamilyWize Savings in Allen County Tops $229K in ‘11
The FamilyWize prescription drug
card program in Allen County set a
new record for saving residents money on their prescriptions in 2011.
According to figures compiled by
FamilyWize, the program saved residents a total of $229,423 on their
prescription drugs last year. The
card was used 14,804 times during
the year.
Since the program was introduced in
Allen County nearly five years ago,
county residents have been able to
save $736,881. The average saved on
a prescription is $17.25, or 30 percent.
The United Way of Allen County began offering the program to residents
through its member agencies in
March of 2007. In April 2008, the
Allen County Board of Commissioners teamed up with United Way to

help publicize the program and distribute cards in the community.
"Too many of our citizens are without
health insurance coverage and even
more skip buying medicine or reduce
the dosage they need because of the
high cost,” said Commissioner Nelson
Peters. “While this card doesn’t solve
this difficult problem, it does offer
some immediate relief.”
“We’re grateful to the Commissioners
for helping get the word out about
FamilyWize,” said Todd Stephenson,
president & CEO of United Way of
Allen County. “This simple prescription card can go a long way in helping local residents manage their
medical costs. I encourage all residents to examine whether or not it
can help them cut expenses.”
FamilyWize cards are primarily for
people with no health insurance or

prescription coverage. However, they
can also be used when people have to
buy medicine not covered by their
health insurance, Medicaid, Medicare or VA benefits.
Most local pharmacies accept the
FamilyWize prescription drug discount cards. The cards have no usage or age limits, income requirements or registration forms, and can
be used immediately.
FamilyWize cards currently can be
obtained at more than 50 sites from a
variety of participating local partner
agencies, municipal and county agencies and departments. The Associated Churches of Fort Wayne also distributes the cards at its 28 food bank
locations. In addition, you can access
www.familywize.org to print a card,
look up drug prices and find a list of
participating pharmacies.

Go to www.nixle.com to register for official Allen County information

Winter Blood Drive Collects 78 Units from County &
City Workers
Employees of Allen County and the
City of Fort Wayne have given the
Red Cross the ability to provide lifesaving blood to as many as 234 people in our community.

The City and County will conduct its
summer blood drive on Wednesday,
June 13.

The Winter City-County Blood Drive
concluded today with government
employees donating 78 units of blood.
This was the third year that employees have participated in the winter
drive, sponsored by the Allen County
Board of Commissioners and the City
of Fort Wayne. Blood was collected
in the Citizens Square Omni Room
and at a Red Cross mobile blood unit
located outside the City-County
Building.

Allen County & City of Ft. Wayne employees
donated 78 units of blood at the 3rd Annual
Winter City-County Blood Drive. Along with
taking donations in the Citizens Square Omni
room (top), the Red Cross brought its mobile
blood unit to the City-County Building to
assist donors there (bottom).

Page 6

The ACE

Indiana Master Naturalist Program Registration Deadline
March 5
Openings are still available for anyone interested in registering for the
2012 Indiana Master Naturalist Program, but the deadline for registration is right around the corner.
This extremely popular learning opportunity brings together natural
resource specialists with learners age
18 and older to foster an understanding of Indiana’s plants, water, soils
and wildlife and promote volunteer
service in local communities.
The program will be hosted locally by
the Allen County Parks Department
and the Fox Island Alliance. To become a certified Indiana Master Naturalist, participants must pay a registration fee, attend an orientation
session, attend at least eight of the
nine class sessions, and volunteer an
equal number of hours to help educate the community about nature,
and help promote, plan, maintain
and install natural areas.

The deadline for registration is
March 5. Orientation is March 13
and the classes run through May 15
on Tuesday evenings and Saturday
mornings. Everyone associated with
the program is a volunteer. The class
is limited to 30 members.
Applications may be picked up at Fox
Island and Metea County Parks Nature Centers. Applications are also
available for download on the Allen
County Parks website at
www.allencountyparks.org or the Fox
Island Alliance website, on the
Events page, at
www.foxislandalliance.org. The Indiana Department of Natural Resources has more information regarding the statewide program at
www.indianamasternaturalist.org
For more information, call 749-8881
or visit the web site at
www.allencountyparks.org.

County Parks Looking Forward to Some Snow
Not everyone is unhappy when we
get some significant snow.

that all skiers are accounted for before dark and the park closes.

Whenever there is more than four
inches of accumulated snow on the
ground, the Allen County Parks Department invites you to head out to
Fox Island or Metea County Parks
for some cross country skiing.

The sled hill at Metea County Park
will also be open from 9 a.m. to 6
p.m. on days when there is enough
snow.

Both parks have a limited number of
skis available for rent and sometimes
will be open only if you have your
own equipment.
Rental prices for both parks are
$6.00 per hour for adults and $5.00
per hour for children 12 and under.
Limited sizes are available, especially at Metea County Park. Renting
ends around 4:00 p.m. each day so

If you are out at the parks for other
reasons while conditions are good for
skiing, please do not walk on trails
that are designated for skiing. These
should be marked appropriately with
signage.
To check online for the latest ski conditions at Fox Island or Metea, go to
http://allencountyparks.org/parks/
cross-country-ski-conditions.
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Home & Garden Show Master Gardener Seminars
"Gardening Basics" will be the theme
of the Master Gardener seminars
offered at the 2012 Fort Wayne Home
and Garden Show held at the Memorial Coliseum on March 1-4.
Purdue Master Gardeners and other
area experts will offer their tips and
tricks regarding gardening basics at
the Master Gardener Stage each day
at the show. Learn about vegetable
gardening, propagating and growing
flowers, and how to care for the lawn
and landscape - or America's favorite
vegetable- tomatoes.







1:00P
Tree Planting &
Care in an Urban Forest - Bill
Diedrichs, Purdue Master Gardener
2:30P
Gardening with
Perennials: Endless Choices!
Endless Color! - Deb Kohlmeier,
Purdue Master Gardener
4:00P
Herb Thyme Stephanie Yoder, Purdue Master
Gardener

ples - Laura Stine, Landscape
Designer



2:00P
Basic Lawn Care Ricky Kemery, Purdue Horticulture Extension Educator



3:30P
Container Gardening: For Beauty, Harvest and
Success. - Carrie Chapman, Purdue Master Gardener
5:00P
Here's the Dirt on
Hydrangeas - Master Gardener
Hydrangea Group-Display Gardens

Friday, March 2



1:00P
Tomatoes 101, from
Seed to Salsa - Penny Alles, Purdue Master Gardener



2:30P
Helping Our Flying
Beauties- Butterflies - Jody
Heaston, IDNR



4:00P
Propagating Plants
you Have Around the Home Elysia Berry, ANR Extension
Educator, DeKalb County

Sunday, March 4



Thursday, March 1



5:30P
Making the Most of
a Rainy Day-Rain Barrel Construction - Lyle McDermott, Purdue Master Gardener



5:30P
Seed Starting 101:
All Things Considered - Kathy
Lee , Purdue Master Gardener

Saturday, March 3





11:00A
Perennials, Grasses
and Butterflies Oh My! - Judith
Nastally, Purdue Master Gardener
12:30P
Shrubs: The Best,
the Brightest, and the Bad Ap-



1:30P
Great Plants Begin
With Great Soil - Ricky Kemery,
Purdue Horticulture Extension
Educator

In addition, Purdue Master Gardeners will also be available to answer
garden questions at their booth located in the garden hall.
For more information, contact the
Allen County Extension office at 4816826, option 3.

Allen County 4-H Open Houses in April
To learn more about the 4-H Program in Allen County, stop by the
Allen County Public Library, Main
Branch, on one of these dates.
You will learn about 4-H Clubs near
you, and the different 4-H project
options for all youth. 4-H Volunteers
and Staff will be on hand to answer
your questions about what the 4-H
program has to offer.
Programs available:



Cloverbuds: Preschool ages 3—5
years



Mini 4-H: Kindergarten, 1st and
2nd Grade



Traditional 4-H: Grades 3—12

Open House Locations:



April 14: Allen County Public
Library, Main Branch – Children’s Section, 900 Library Plaza, Fort Wayne. Stop by anytime between 1:00-3:00 p.m.



April 15: Allen County Public
Library, Main Branch – Children’s Section, 900 Library Plaza, Fort Wayne. Stop by anytime between 1:00-3:00 p.m.

Please select the date that is most
convenient for you to stop by and
learn what the 4-H program has to
offer. “4-H is a community of young
people across America who are learning leadership, citizenship, and life
skills”.
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Employee News
The Latest News About You!

New Employees


Patricia Gratz joined Allen Circuit Court as a Court Reporter in the Domestic Relations department on Jan. 19.



The County Clerk’s Office welcomes three new employees. Kody Lowden and Anne Holster will serve as Records Deputy III and Lindsey Unger has been hired as a Finance Deputy III.

Changing Places


Dave Estes, Allen County GIS Coordinator, has been transitioned into the County’s IT Department and will operate out of Suite 415 in Citizens Square. Not only will Dave continue to provide guidance and support to existing
users, he will also be identifying and marketing to a variety of entities the available information and services the
GIS system can provide. In addition, Rick Bokern has joined the Atos team and will not only continue to support
GIS but will be able to enhance the service he can provide by leveraging the additional resources that Atos can
provide.

Retirements


Peggy Luchies will be retiring on Feb. 29 after 15 years of service to County Government. Peggy worked for the
Clerk of the Courts for two years and the Allen County Treasurer for 13 years.



Susan Elser retired from Allen County Government on Feb. 24. Her 15 years of service included working for the
Board of Commissioners and the Surveyor’s Office.

Accomplishments & Awards


The County Human Resources Department announced that Kim Steere passed her examination for the SPHR
certification. Kim was the first employee in the HR Department to take advantage of the Tuition Assistance Program offered to the staff.



In the Wayne Township Assessor’s Office, Paul Baker passed the IAAO 101 certification and earned his Level III
Assessor-Appraiser Certification.

Does your department or office have a change in staffing you’d
like others in County Government to know about? How about a
significant achievement or award? Has there been a special
event that’s taken place in the life of an employee they’d like to
share? Then send an email to michael.green@allencounty.us
and we’ll put it in The ACE!
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County Happenings

Laura Judy, Fort Wayne TSC store
manager (center) received a special
recognition certificate from Joe Morman, 4-H Junior Leader President, for
the store being the top 4-H Paper Clover seller in their region. The campaign
in Sept. & Oct. of 2011 resulted in
1,123 clovers being sold at the Fort
Wayne store. Also pictured is Mary
Ashton, TSC employee.

Councilman Larry Brown, Commissioners Nelson Peters and Therese
Brown, and Surveyor Al Frisinger (top
picture, left to right) participated in
the inaugural Groundhog Open Indoor
Golf Tournament on Feb 2. The event
raised $17,000 that will be used to
install additional planters and foliage
in downtown Fort Wayne.

If your department is celebrating an accomplishment or
doing something good in the community, send along a
picture and information to the “ACE” for our next edition!

Allen County government was among the participating agencies at “College GO Night” on February 15
at Northrop High School. The event included a college vendor fair and breakout sessions for families to
help prepare their children for secondary education.
Human Resources Director Cathy Serrano (top right)
talked with students about job availabilities in
County government while Sheriff Ken Fries (left)
discussed career opportunities in law enforcement.

Commissioner Linda Bloom hands retired
County Extension Director Mike Talbott a
proclamation honoring him for his 31-year
career during the Board of Commissioners’
legislative session on Jan. 27. Also pictured
are Commissioners Therese Brown and Nelson Peters. Talbott was also recognized for
his involvement in several projects for Allen
County government, including the County’s
Strategic Planning Initiative and the Allen
County Community Organizations Active in
Disaster.

John Caywood with City Neighborhood
Code (above) won 1st Prize for his
“Chicken Breast Meatloaf” recipe in the
“Cooking Up Change Cooking Challenge”
held on February 8. The event was sponsored by the City & County Wellness
Committees. John’s prizes, including the
Traveling Spatula Trophy, were presented to him by judges Teri Keesler (left)
and Bev Moellering from Lutheran
Health Network. By the way, all of the
delicious recipes from the Cooking Challenge are available on the County-City
Intranet for you to enjoy.
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DISCOUNTED TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ALL COUNTY EMPLOYEES, THEIR FAMILIES & FRIENDS!
ON LINE FORM: CLICK HERE
Thursday, March 29, 7 p.m.—Opening night all group tickets $11.50
All other performances $4 off regular ticket price—see on line form for details
Friday, March 30, 7 p.m.
Saturday, March 31, 11 a.m., 3 p.m., 7 p.m.
Sunday, April 1, 1 p.m.
Allen County War Memorial Coliseum

About The ACE
The Allen County Employees newsletter
(The ACE) is electronically published
every other month by the Allen County
Public Information Office.
Story ideas, pictures and inquiries
may be sent to
The Allen County Commissioners Office,

We’re on the web at
www.allencounty.us

c/o The ACE, 200 E. Berry St.,
Suite 410, Fort Wayne, IN 46802.
Submissions may also be made to
michael.green@allencounty.us

Allen County Info is on
Twitter,

Facebook,

YouTube and
Nixle

Remember to...

...on March 11th when
Daylight Saving Time
returns!

