“Freedom’s Call” Concert Set for
Veterans Day
The U.S. Air Force Band
of Flight will present a
concert titled
"Freedom’s Call" on the
evening of November 11
at the Allen County War
Memorial Coliseum in
honor of Veterans Day.
Details of the concert
were announced on October 6 by the Allen
County Board of Commissioners and Memorial Coliseum officials.
The concert will begin at
7:00 that evening in the
Coliseum’s main arena.
There will be no charge
for admission to this
non-ticketed event. Special floor seating will be
offered to veterans, current military personnel
and their families.

“On November 11, our
community will be afforded an extraordinary
opportunity to recognize
and honor the veterans
from Allen and surrounding counties while
enjoying a free night of
high-quality music performed by a first-class
band at our region’s
premiere entertainment
center,” said Nelson
Peters, president of the
Board of Commissioners.
The Band of Flight, stationed at WrightPatterson AFB near
Dayton, Ohio, is one of
12 bands in the Air
Force. The concert band
entertains hundreds of
thousands of people
each year with its dynamic performances.

Its varied repertoire
ranges from classical
symphonic compositions
and military marches to
Broadway show tunes
and popular contemporary music.
"We are very excited
about bringing our Veterans Day program to Fort
Wayne and appreciate
the support we are receiving from the community,” said Major R. Michael Mench, commander
of the Band of Flight.
“We honor our nation's
veterans every time we
perform, but this concert
will be an opportunity for
us to pay special tribute
to their lives and sacrifices on the day our country also pays tribute."
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started with a brand
new electronic election
form.
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Vacation Bank Established for Sheriff’s Officer
Just four months into his employment with the Allen County Sheriff’s
Department, Quinton Greer finds
himself in the midst of a major medical situation .
The 22-year-old confinement officer
at the jail is about to undergo a second very serious surgery which will
require considerable recuperative
time. And because he began working
in the Sheriff’s Department in June
of this year, he will be on administrative leave from the department having already used up all of his paid
time off.

So to help ease the considerable financial hardship of the situation,
Sheriff Ken Fries has received approval from the Allen County Board
of Commissioners to establish a vacation pay bank for Quinton.
A change in the County’s policy approved in January permits any employee of Allen County to contribute
vacation days to a beneficiary’s bank.
Once contributed, an employee forfeits the right to have their donated
vacation days returned to them if not
utilized by the beneficiary.

If you wish to contribute vacation
days to Quinton’s vacation bank, you
can pick up a form at the Sheriff’s
Office in the Allen County Courthouse. Once the completed form is
returned to the Sheriff’s Office, it will
then be sent to the Auditor’s Office
for record keeping purposes.

New Electronic Benefit Election Form for 2012
(Continued From page 1)
The electronic signature is a simple
click of the button and no paper copies need to be submitted.
The ink signature form allows individuals who do not have a User
Name and password to also make
benefit selections using the e-form
and then physically sign and date the
forms and send the signed forms to
the Insurance Department.

All employees must submit an electronic form to maintain coverage in
2012. Coverage will not automatically continue in 2012 if no electronic
form is submitted.
The form has been very successful
and feedback from those who have
used it has been very positive. If you
have not completed your form yet, go
to intranet.acfw.net, select County
Documents, and click on 2012 Open

Enrollment. Check with your department head if you don’t have regular
access to a computer linked to the
downtown intranet. Or stop by Human Resources in Citizens Square
and use the kiosks available for enrollment.
Remember — the deadline to
complete an electronic benefit
election form is November 7.

“Band of Flight” to Perform Nov. 11 at Memorial Coliseum
(Continued from page 1)
“This should be a Veterans Day to
remember – and we hope everyone
will come out and enjoy ‘Freedom’s
Call,’” added Commissioner Peters.
The weekend of tribute to local veterans will continue on Saturday with
the annual Veterans Day Parade and
Ceremony, sponsored by the Allen
County Council of Veterans. The
parade will start at precisely 11:00

a.m. and travel north on Parnell Avenue to the Memorial Coliseum. In
addition, all veterans attending the
parade and ceremony will be given a
complimentary ticket to the IPFW vs.
University of Nebraska-Omaha basketball game scheduled for 1:00 that
afternoon in Memorial Coliseum.
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Strategic Spending Initiative Announced by Commissioners
The Allen County Board of Commissioners announced on Sept. 20 a new
strategic spending initiative designed
to help county government address
the economic realities of the future.
“For many citizens of Allen County,
cutting back on spending has become
the ‘new normal,’” said Commissioner
Therese Brown at a news conference
held today. “Families and individuals alike are having to look at their
budgets and prioritize what’s most
important to them. The Board of
Commissioners believes that the government of Allen County is no different.”
Under the initiative, the Board of
Commissioners’ departments will be
charged with identifying services
they provide which are discretionary
— services which are offered for the
benefit of county residents, but which
government is not obligated to perform. The Commissioners will then

engage both the public and affected
customers through a series of meetings in discussing the future of those
discretionary services.
In addition, the Commissioners intend to find ways to put more energy
and effort toward the core services
which are required by law or statute.
The Board will examine how these
services can be performed better,
faster and cheaper than they are
now.
The Commissioners hope to have
work on the initiative completed and
a plan in place by July 1, 2012.
“While the Commissioners can only
undertake this initiative with our
departments, we call on our fellow
elected officials and independent department heads to examine their
service offerings, talk with their customers and the public about their
needs, and determine if there are

Commissioners Nelson Peters, Therese
Brown and Linda Bloom (left to right) explain the new Strategic Spending Initiative
at a Sept. 20 news conference.

discretionary services that can be
trimmed back to allow the energy
and effort of Allen County government to shift toward our core services,” Brown said.

Android Version of YouTown App Released
Allen County residents can now access County government news, maps,
events and services from their Android-powered devices.
Long-awaited and eagerly anticipated, the latest version of the YouTown app is now available for
download in the Android Market.
Previously, the app had only been
available to owners of iOS devices
such as the iPhone, iPad or iPod
Touch.
YouTown allows the publication of various types of public data — all of which
are easily viewable on your mobile device. Using an easy-to-navigate interface, you can browse recent news, check
out local events, and find resources for
civic services. Here’s a quick look at

what Allen County is currently offering on YouTown:

•

Maps allows you to quickly find
County buildings and landmarks, parks, libraries and other
locations using the familiar
Google-map format.

•

News is the place for keeping up
with County government releases, important advisories and
traffic alerts from the Public
Information Office.

•

Events keeps you informed
about upcoming meetings, festivals, activities and holiday closings.

•

Services is a convenient tool for
learning about things such as
applying for Homestead exemptions, making public records requests and viewing property record cards online.

YouTown app versions for iOS and
Android devices can be downloaded
at youtown.com/apps. The app is free
to download and Allen County government incurs no cost to provide
this service. Blackberry and mobile
web versions of YouTown are in the
final stages of development and are
expected to be released soon.
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Vote Early at County Election Board Office
Early voting in the office of the Allen
County Election Board is underway
and will continue through noon on
November 7.
Early voting hours are:

•

Now through November 4, Monday – Friday, 8:00 AM – 4:30
PM;

•

October 29 and November 5
(Saturdays), 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM;
and

•

November 7, 8:00 AM – 12:00
Noon

The office has moved from the CityCounty Building and is now located
on the southwest corner of Calhoun
Street and Superior Street at 1 West
Superior Street, directly across Calhoun Street from the Citilink Downtown Station. The new location has
limited free parking directly to the
west of the building. Voters can also

park at the City County parking garage on Calhoun Street and walk a
block to the Election Board Office;
however that parking is not free during the week. Voters should use the
Superior Street entrance to the building.
Voters may also vote early by mail.
The Election Board is accepting applications for absentee mailed ballots
through midnight October 31. After
the application is approved, an absentee ballot is sent to the voter with
a postage paid return envelope.
These ballots are due back in the
Election Board office by noon, November 8.
Sample ballots and election information are available online at
www.acimap.us/aceb and at the Election Board website
www.co.allen.in.us/election-board, or
by calling the Election Board at 4497329.

New Security Measures at Citizens Square
New security measures are now in
effect for the Citizens Square building.
After hours use of the elevators and
North stairwell next to the elevators
will now require your access card for
floors 2 through 5 only.
This means between 6 a.m. and 6
p.m., the elevators and North stairwell doors will be unlocked for general public and employee use. After 6
p.m. they will be “card only” access
for the 2nd through 5th floors only. In
the case of any meetings ending after
6 p.m., the general public will have
elevator and stairwell access from
any floor to descend to the first floor
atrium area, or from the Garden
Level to the first floor only.
These measures are intended for

your security and to prevent the general public from roaming the building. Generally, the public will now
only have access through atrium entry points on each floor and only during normal business hours.
Please remember to have your access
card with you at all times. Do not try
to use your card when it is positioned
next to another security or parking
entry card. The frequencies may
interfere and cause an error on the
card reader, thus denying you access.
If you are denied access to a door you
should need access to, contact Claudia Foss by email or by phone at 4271298.
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Key Facts About Influenza & Flu Vaccine
By the Allen County Employee Health Clinic
Influenza (also called flu) is a contagious respiratory illness caused by
influenza viruses that infect the nose,
throat, and lungs. It can cause mild
to severe illness and, at times, lead to
death from complications, such as
bacterial pneumonia. The best way to
prevent contracting the flu is to get a
flu vaccine each year.
People who have the flu often feel
some or all of these signs & symptoms:

•

Fever or feeling feverish with
chills

•

Sore throat with a dry cough

•

Runny or stuffy nose

•

Muscle/body aches

•

Headache

•

Extreme fatigue

•

Vomiting & diarrhea in some,
especially in children

Most experts believe that flu viruses
spread mainly by droplets made
when people with the flu cough,
sneeze, or talk. These droplets can

land in the mouths or noses of those
who are nearby. Less often, a person
might also come in contact with flu
viruses by touching a surface or object that has the virus on it, and then
touching their own mouth, eyes or
nose. Frequent hand washing during
flu season will greatly improve your
chances of avoiding getting the flu
from surfaces and objects.
The single, most effective way to prevent contracting the flu is to get a flu
vaccine each season. The CDC recommends everyone 6 months and older
should get a flu vaccine each year.
There are two types of flu vaccines
available. The flu shot, containing
killed flu virus, is approved for ages 6
months and older. The nasal spray
vaccine, made with live, weakened
flu virus, is approved for use in
healthy people ages 2 to 49 years
who are not pregnant. Some people
should not be vaccinated without
first consulting a physician. They
include those who have a severe allergy to chicken eggs, those who have
had a severe reaction of an influenza
vaccine in the past, children younger

than 6 months of age, and people
with a history of Guillain-Barre Syndrome.
The Fort Wayne-Allen County
Department of Health will be
offering flu shots to employees
on October 27 and October 31 in
Community Room 025 in the Garden Level of the Citizens Square
building from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. These flu shots will be offered to City and County employees only for a fee of $13 (cash
only). For more information, contact Candy Staadt at 449-3516.

County Employee Clinic Now in Citizens Square
The Allen County Employee Health
Clinic finally made its move to Citizens Square last month. The new
location is Suite 010 in the building’s
Garden Level (basement), across the
floor from the City-County Police/
Fire Credit Union.
Hours of operation are:

•

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays,
and Fridays: 8:00 a.m. – 11:00
a.m. & 12:00 noon – 5:00 p.m.

•

Wednesdays: 9:00 a.m. – 1:00
p.m. & 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

The clinic’s staff is available to treat

minor illnesses, allergies, and minor
sprains and strains, as well as perform sports physicals and women’s
exams, offer weight loss and smoking
cessation advice, and blood-draw risk
assessments. It is available to all
County employees who are enrolled
in the County’s health insurance program.
To schedule an appointment at the
Clinic, please call 449-8660.
The Allen County Employee Health Clinic
is now located in the Garden Level, Suite
010, of Citizens Square. It is available to
County employees enrolled in the
County’s health insurance program.
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Fall & Winter Events at Allen County Parks
Mini Fall Fest at Metea
Metea County Park
November 5, Saturday 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM
Falling leaves of color, hayrides, a campfire with s’mores, owls visiting from our local bird of prey rehabilitators, Soarin’
Hawk, and a few crazy carnival games! What could be better? Tag Art face painting, hot dogs and hot refreshments
may be purchased for an additional $1.00 each. Cost include s’mores, and nature games /programs.
Cost: $3.00 per person;
To register or for more information:
Email: nhaley@allencountyparks.org
Call:449-3246 Natalie Haley
Naturally, It’s Nature’s Christmas at Metea
Metea County Park Nature Center
December 11, Sunday 2:00 PM – 5:00 PM
Participate in making Christmas decorations from natures’ bounty, and use them to decorate your home. Visit with
and get your picture taken with an old fashioned St. Nicholas, while the sounds of Christmas carolers and musicians
reverberate throughout the halls of Metea. You will not leave on an empty stomach after you have eaten your selfdecorated Christmas cookie. The fun-filled day will be in the dreams of the little ones, as they sleep, and as happy family memories for a life time! Complete details can be obtained at either county park office.
Cost: $5.00
To register or more information:
Email: mgobert@allencountyparks.org
Call: 449-3777 Michael Gobert
Cross Country Ski Clinic
Fox Island County Park
December 17, Saturday 10 AM - 12:00 PM
Learn: how equipment works, waxing vs. no-wax, purchasing, ski prep and maintenance, how to dress and receive basic
instruction & practice on technique, weather permitting. Leave phone number, shoe size, height and weight when registering to reserve equipment. Includes 1 hr. rental or voucher for future rental
Cost: $7.00 or $3.00 if bringing your own equipment.
Pre-register by: 12/12
Min: 5 Max: 15
To register or for more information:
Email: rzartman@allencountyparks.org
Call: 449-3186 Ron Zartman

The Allen County Parks
Department invites you
to print this coupon and
use it for a free family
one-day pass to either
Fox Island or Metea
County Park.
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Upcoming Allen County Extension Office Programs
The Allen County Extension Office
will offer the following programs this
fall and winter. The general public is
invited to attend. All programs are
held at the Allen County Extension
Office on the IPFW campus, 4001
Crescent Avenue, Fort Wayne, IN.
For questions, contact Vickie Hadley
at the Allen County Extension Office,
260-481-6826.

•

•

November 1, 2011 – 1:00 p.m.
“Stress Less” Determine what
stressors you have in your life
and how to manage that stress in
this workshop that includes activities and management suggestions. Leave the workshop with
tools that will help you remember what you learned at home.
December 5 – 1:00 p.m.
“Family Traditions” Family
traditions are often the basis for
forming family memories. The

more you understand about your
family traditions the more you
can appreciate them and the
opportunities for preserving your
family memories. This workshop
will help you to explore your
family traditions and rituals.

•

Get Checking Workshops –
Free and Open to the Public Pre-registration Is Required
The Get Checking workshops are
designed for clients and families
that have never had checking or
savings accounts at a bank or
credit union, mismanaged accounts at banks and credits unions so those accounts are now
closed without committing fraud,
or have accounts, but continue to
still use predatory lenders.
Workshop topics include an introduction to the program as
well as Choosing an Account

Right for You; Managing Your
Account; Keys to Successful
Money Management and Credit.
All workshops will be held at the
Allen County Extension Office
and are free and open to the public. At the completion of the
workshop, the participants will
receive a certificate that will
allow then to open an account at
a participating bank or credit
union. Workshop dates and
times are:

•

Oct. 26

2:00 - 6:00 pm

•

Nov. 12

9:00 am - 1:00 pm

•

Nov. 22

1:00 - 5:00 pm

•

Dec. 12

5:30 - 9:30 pm

Contact the Extension Office or visit
the Home & Money page on the web
at www.extension.purdue.edu/allen
for a registration form.

The dedication of the Law Enforcement Firefighters Memorial of Allen County at 1001
North Wells Street is scheduled for Saturday, October 29, 2011 beginning at 11 a.m.

Court Customer Service Program Initiated
The Allen Circuit Court recently implemented a customer service initiative
offering customers the opportunity to
make their opinion count by providing
customer feedback cards at main customer contact points in the Circuit
Court and Court Annex on Berry
Street.
Allen Circuit Court Judge Thomas
Felts stated, “I want to always be able
to improve on our customer’s experience and this customer service card is a
tool our customers can use to share
their experience with us. They can
share if they believe we can improve
some area or they can use the card to
tell us about a good experience as well.”
Tim Miller, Allen Circuit Court administrator explained the card was not an
original idea. “The Clerk of Courts has

been using a similar feedback tool since
January, so we adapted their model for
our use.”
The cards may be placed in a special
collection box or mailed back to the
Court Administrator’s attention.
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Employee News
The Latest News About You!

New Employees
•

Sarah Jones joins the Department of Planning Services as an Associate Land Use Planner.

New Duties
•

Kim Steere takes over as Generalist/Recruiter in the Human Resources Department. Kim will be responsible for
recruitment and job postings on NeoGov.

Changing Places
•

Alena Currington, formerly employed by the Board of Health, recently transferred to the Circuit Court Clerk’s
office as a Records Deputy III in the Finance/Support Division.

Awards & Achievements
•

From the Wayne Township Assessor’s Office, Sam Walker, passed the IAAO 201 Certification Exam and Tyler
Hill and Jon Albright both passed the IAAO 101 Certification Exam.

•

Allen Circuit Court Judge Thomas J. Felts has been appointed to serve as an at-large member of the
Indiana Judges Association. The IJA’s purposes include advocating better administration of justice in Indiana courts and compensation and benefit programs for all Indiana judicial officers.

•

CFS Extension Educator Vickie J. Hadley was recently recognized with the Central Region Food Safety Award at
the National Extension Association of Family and Consumer Sciences conference for her “Preserving Nature’s
Bounty” Program.

•

The Allen County War Memorial Coliseum has been named a “Prime Site” by Facilities Magazine for the 11th
consecutive year.

Anniversaries
•

Deb Evans with Youth Services Center completed her 25th year of employment with Allen County government on
September 16.

Retirements
•

Marvel Crumpacker retired from the Wayne Township Assessor’s Office after 22 years of service.

Weddings
•

Adam Welch, Planning Coordinator, FWAC Office of Homeland Security, married Bethany Beck on October 8.

Births
•

Nick Jordan, Chief Deputy Auditor, and his wife Lindsey had a baby girl — Kaitlyn Nicole — on Aug. 30.
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Halloween Safety Advice
From the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
A few safety tips from the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission can protect children who plan to go trick-ortreating this Halloween.
Treats: Warn children not to eat any treats before an adult has carefully examined them for evidence of tampering.
Flame Resistant Costumes: When purchasing a costume, masks, beards, and wigs, look for the label Flame Resistant. Although this label does not mean these items won't catch fire, it does indicate the items will resist burning and
should extinguish quickly once removed from the ignition source. To minimize the risk of contact with candles or other
sources of ignition, avoid costumes made with flimsy materials and outfits with big, baggy sleeves or billowing skirts.
Costume Designs: Purchase or make costumes that are light and bright enough to be clearly visible to motorists.

•

For greater visibility during dusk and darkness, decorate or trim costumes with reflective tape that will glow in the
beam of a car's headlights. Bags or sacks should also be light colored or decorated with reflective tape. Reflective
tape is usually available in hardware, bicycle, and sporting goods stores.

•

To easily see and be seen, children should also carry flashlights.

•

Costumes should be short enough to prevent children from tripping and falling.

•

Children should wear well-fitting, sturdy shoes . Mother' s high heels are not a good idea for safe walking.

•

Hats and scarves should be tied securely to prevent them from slipping over children's eyes.

•

Apply a natural mask of cosmetics rather than have a child wear a loose-fitting mask that might restrict breathing
or obscure vision. If a mask is used, however, make sure it fits securely and has eyeholes large enough to allow full
vision.

•

Swords, knives, and similar costume accessories should be of soft and flexible material.

Pedestrian Safety: Young children should always be accompanied by an adult or an older, responsible child. All children should WALK, not run from house to house and use the sidewalk if available, rather than walk in the street. Children should be cautioned against running out from between parked cars, or across lawns and yards where ornaments,
furniture, or clotheslines present dangers.
Choosing Safe Houses: Children should go only to homes where the residents are known and have outside lights on
as a sign of welcome.

•

Children should not enter homes or apartments unless they are accompanied by an adult.

•

People expecting trick-or-treaters should remove anything that could be an obstacle from lawns, steps and porches.
Candlelit jack-o'-lanterns should be kept away from landings and doorsteps where costumes could brush against
the flame. Indoor jack-o'-lanterns should be kept away from curtains, decorations, and other furnishings that could
be ignited.

For further information on product safety, consumers may call the U.S . Consumer Product Safety Commission's tollfree hotline at (800) 638-2772.
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If your department is celebrating an accomplishment or
doing something good in the community, send along a
picture and information to the “ACE” for our next edition!

Officials from Allen County, the City of Fort Wayne and the state of Indiana
joined with Fort Wayne Trails, Inc. on Sept. 29 for the grand opening of the
Wabash & Erie Canal Towpath Trail, connecting 50 miles of trails throughout
Allen County and Fort Wayne. Commissioner Linda Bloom and Mayor Tom
Henry (right) rode together in a Model T bicycle for the ceremony.

Indiana Lt. Gov. Becky Skillman visited
Allen County on Sept. 1 as part of her Hoosier Crossroads Tour. She spoke with
Commissioner Therese Brown (above) and
then met with elected officials from across
the County to discuss ways state government can work better and more efficiently
with local government.

A new way of bringing Allen County government directly to residents took place
over the fall. “County Night Out” events
were held during September and October
in Harlan, Monroeville and Huntertown.
“County Night Out” featured an openhouse format designed to allow citizens the
opportunity to meet the Commissioners
and other elected officeholders face-to-face
and obtain information about programs
and services offered by various County
departments including the Sheriff, Surveyor, Highway Department, NIRCC,
Treasurer, Building Department, Parks
Department, Extension Service, Election
Board, Department of Planning Services
and Department of Health.

As the City-County Building renovation
project continues, work has started on
removing the escalator that connects the
first and second floors. Once it is removed,
the opening will be sealed and flooring will
be installed. The entire project remains on
schedule and should be finished in the
early part of 2012. (Photos courtesy Doug
Timmons)
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About The ACE
The Allen County Employees newsletter
(The ACE) is electronically published
every other month by the Allen County
Public Information Office.
Story ideas, pictures and inquiries
may be sent to
The Allen County Commissioners Office,

We’re on the web at
www.allencounty.us

c/o The ACE, 1 E. Main St.,
Room 200, Fort Wayne, IN 46802.
Submissions may also be made to
michael.green@allencounty.us

Allen County Info is on
Twitter,

Facebook,

YouTube and
Nixle

Don’t Forget!!!
Clocks switch back to standard time at
2:00 a.m. on Sunday, November 6

