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New Records Set at 10th Summer Blood Drive
More than 100 donors contribute 97 units of blood
Employees of Allen County
and the City of Fort Wayne
answered the call to help
save lives like never before and made the 10th
annual Summer Blood
Drive one for the record
books.
New marks were set on
June 22 for the number of
employees to make appointments, number of employees presenting to donate and units of blood
collected.

Fireworks Safety Advice
Details on Page 11

Organizers used the 10th
anniversary of the blood
drive to offer several incentives which helped spur

participation (see story below).
109 County and City employees made appointments in the two-week period leading up to the drive,
beating the goal of 100. It
was the first time in the
history of the blood drive
that at least 100 had
signed up to donate.
When the six-hour event
ended, a total of 103 employees donated blood either in the Omni Room or
in the Red Cross’ mobile
blood unit which was
parked on the Calhoun
Street side of the CityCounty Building during the

Red Cross staff members were
kept busy at the 10th Summer
Blood Drive on June 22. 103
City and County employees donated 97 units.
drive to help handle the expected large turnout. That
beat the old record of 83 set
during the 2010 winter blood
drive held on January 12.

(continued on Page 2)

Winners of Blood Drive Prize Drawings Announced
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For Julia McIntosh, donating blood during the Summer City-County Blood
Drive on June 22 was a
rewarding experience in
more ways than one.
Julia’s contribution not only
helped save lives in our
community — it helped her
win a $100 MasterCard gift
card.
That was the grand prize
given away to help commemorate the 10th year of
the summer blood drive at
the City-County Building.

The $100 gift card became
available for the drawing
once at least 100 County
and City employees signed
up to donate. A total of
109 employees made donation appointments, a
new record for the event.
Julia’s name was drawn at
random from the 103 people who presented to donate. The drawing took
place on June 23 and was
conducted by Commissioner Linda Bloom.

(continued on Page 2)

Julia McIntosh, a volunteer coordinator with CASA, holds up
the $100 MasterCard gift card
she won as part of the 10th annual City-County Summer
Blood Drive celebration.
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10th Summer Blood Drive Sets Records (cont’d from Page 1)

The Red Cross mobile blood
unit was parked outside the
City-County Building to assist
with the 10th Summer Blood
Drive on June 22.

Of the 103 who presented
to donate, 10 had to be
deferred for various reasons and one person was
unable to provide a sufficient quantity of blood.
Five people were able to
donate “double red cells”
— an automated procedure
which allows a donor to
give two units of red blood
cells at one time.
That brought the total
amount of blood donated
on June 22 to 97 units —

which beat the previous
record of 76 units donated,
also set during the 2010
winter drive.
This summer’s blood drive
occurred less than two
weeks before the Fourth of
July holiday. Red Cross
officials say the number of
accidents and emergencies
during the holiday usually
increases, so the demand
for blood is even greater.

shortage of type O negative blood. Type O negative is always in high demand because it can be
transfused to patients with
any blood type, especially
in emergency situations.

In addition, the Red Cross
has been facing a critical

Blood Drive Prize Winners Announced (cont’d from page 1)
Along with the grand prize,
ten other prize packages
representing the summer
drive’s 10th anniversary
were also given away.
•

•

Kay Jones won a $20
Pizza Hut gift certificate plus 2 coupons
good for $5 off a $20
purchase at Casa’s
Restaurants
Palermo Galinda won a
$20 gift card to Crazy
Pinz Entertainment
Center plus 2 Casa’s
coupons

•

Dan Freck won a Lassus Bros. gift pack plus
2 Casa’s coupons

•

Joel Hoffman won a
$20 gift card to Rave
Motion Pictures plus 3
Casa’s coupons

•

•

Bill Brown won a $20
Pizza Hut gift certificate plus 2 Casa’s
Coupons
Chris Cloud won a $20
Jefferson Pointe gift
card plus 3 Casa’s
coupons

•

Tom Pallone won $20
in “TinCash” plus 2
baseball caps from the
Fort Wayne TinCaps

•

Phil Steigerwald won a
$20 Scott’s Food
Stores gift card plus 3
Casa’s coupons

•

Len Pohler won a Lassus Bros. gift pack
plus 2 Casa’s coupons

•

Renee Buettner won a
Lassus Bros. gift pack
plus 2 Casa’s coupons

County Highway Barns on Summer Schedule
Closed for the 4th
Due to the
Independence Day
holiday, all Allen County
offices will be closed on
Monday, July 5. County
offices will reopen for
business on Tuesday,
July 6.

The Allen County Highway
Department’s north and
south maintenance facilities will be operating on
their summer schedule
from now until Tuesday,
September 7.
During the summer
months, the two barns op-

erate Mondays through
Thursdays from 6 a.m. until
4:30 p.m. The barns are
closed on Fridays. The
facilities are also closed on
Monday, July 5, for the Independence Day holiday
and again on Monday,
September 6, for Labor
Day.

Anyone needing assistance from the Highway
Department on Fridays
should contact the Central
Office at 1 West Superior
Street by calling 449-7369.
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Commissioners, Mayor Sign Co-location Agreement
The Allen County Board of
Commissioners unanimously voted on June 4 to
enter into a non-binding
agreement with the City of
Fort Wayne concerning
plans for co-location at the
City-County Building and
the former Renaissance
Square building. Mayor
Tom Henry signed the
document on behalf of the
City.

A Memorandum of Understanding signed by the County Commissioners and Mayor Henry sets out
co-location plans for the former
Renaissance Square building (top)
and the City-County Building.

along with the City’s police
department, currently located at 1320 East Creighton.

Under terms of the memorandum, the City will pay
the building renovation
costs for those City and
County departments which
would move to 200 East
Berry and the County will
cover similar build out
costs for the City-County
Building. Additionally, the
The Memorandum of Understanding establishes the City will seek to appropriresponsibilities for each
ate $1 million to assist in
making the CCB functional
side and their respective
buildings. Currently, Allen for the city police departCounty owns and manages ment.
the City-County Building,
The memorandum goes on
with the City leasing space to state that each side
for its departments. Last
would pay all operation and
year, the City purchased
maintenance costs for their
the Renaissance Square
respective buildings. Also,
building at 200 East Berry
each side would be rewith the intention of moving sponsible for their respecmost of its departments

tive moving and furnishing
costs.
With the City’s lease extension agreement with the
County set to expire at the
end of the year, the memorandum calls on the two
sides to work toward a
short-term lease arrangement based on the construction schedule for 200
East Berry.

Commissioners Chip in to Help “Friends of the Rivers”
The Allen County Board of
Commissioners agreed on
June 4 to help fund an initiative aimed at enhancing
and encouraging the use of
the rivers in the county.

Commissioner Linda Bloom addresses the audience at the start of
IPFW Riverfest 2010 on June
26. Also attending were Commissioners Bill Brown (far left) and
Nelson Peters (third from left).
The commissioners helped sponsor
the event. (Photo courtesy IPFW)

By a unanimous vote, the
Commissioners gave their
approval to grant the local
civic organization “Invent
Tomorrow” a total of
$75,000 over the next
three years. It will be paid
out in annual installments
of $25,000 and must be

approved by the Commissioners each year.
“Invent Tomorrow” will use
the money to fund the activities of a pilot program
called “Friends of the Rivers.” The program has
established a work list
which outlines objectives
and goals for each of the
three years. For example,
work during the first year
includes preparation work
and support for two riverrelated events, the removal
of navigation hazards such

as large rocks and sunken
logs, and opening viewing
vistas. “Invent Tomorrow”
is to prepare and submit to
the Commissioners an annual report detailing how
the County funds were
used.
“It’s important that we encourage the development
of the county’s rivers as a
prominent feature of our
community,” said Commissioner Bill Brown.
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Health Dept. Seeks Help During Mosquito Season
Mosquito season is here
— and the Fort WayneAllen County Department
of Health is asking residents to help control the
spread of West Nile virus
and other diseases.
Vector Control crews
have been out treating
bodies of water with larvicide and trapping adult
mosquitoes around the
county, testing samples
weekly for West Nile virus. Unlike previous
years, the department will
not be able to inspect and
treat bodies of water that
breed only nuisance mosquitoes. The health department will target its
resources on treating
standing water that breed
disease-carrying mosquitoes.

Only when adult mosquitoes test positive for West
Nile virus does the department spray, and then
only a ½-mile radius
around the site of the
trap. The department will
be using AquaAnvil, a
new water-based adulticide, for its mosquito control efforts in 2010.
The department also recommends residents do
their part by wearing
pants and long-sleeve
shirts and using repellent
when mosquitoes are
biting. Also, residents are
encouraged to empty
flower pots and buckets,
clean out gutters, replace
water in birdbaths, maintain swimming pools, and
remove tires and other
sources of standing water

on their property.
Once again, the health
department is providing
mosquito-eating fish to
the public for free. The
fish can be picked up at
the Vector Control & Environmental Services office
at 2242 Carroll Road,
from 8 a.m. to noon and 1
to 4 p.m. weekdays.
These top-feeding minnows are a popular way
to reduce mosquito larvae
in ornamental ponds or
backyard garden pools
but should not be released into rivers, creeks,
lakes or other natural waterways where Indiana
game fish may be present.

Follow “Clean Air Force” on Facebook
Fans of the Clean Air
Force can now support
its mission on Facebook.
The Allen County Air
Quality Task Force has
created a profile on the
popular social media site
where people can learn
about air quality action
steps, share opinions,
ask questions, get realtime air quality updates,
and win prizes.
“Social media sites like
Facebook give us a new
way to interact with Allen
County residents in our
effort to reduce air pollu-

tion,” says Jerry Foust of
the Allen County Air
Quality Task Force. “We
are excited about the
potential this medium
provides.”

forecasts, sign up to receive Air Quality Action
Day Alerts by e-mail and
learn ways to help Fort
Wayne and Allen County
have cleaner air.

In addition to this new
method of disseminating
information, the Air Quality Task Force will continue to use its Web site,
www.thecleanairforce.org,
to inform the public.

Throughout the summer,
residents can also sign
up to win a $500 gift certificate at Summit City
Bicycle and Fitness.
Allen County residents
can register at Summit
City Bicycle and Fitness,
3801 Lima Road, or
online at

Visitors to the Clean Air
Force Web site and
Facebook page can
check the area’s current
air quality conditions and

www.thecleanairforce.org.
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Summer Vehicle Accidents and Safety
By Cathy Serrano, County Risk Manager
Each year during June and
July, I see an increase in
the number of accidents
involving our Countyowned vehicles. From research I have done online,
it would appear that accidents do tend to slightly
increase during the summer months for all drivers.
Why? Distracted driving,
larger numbers of vehicles
on the road due to vacation
travel, construction zones –
there may be any number
of reasons.

wheel. Don’t get complacent!

But, what does it mean to
you? It means that you
should be even more
aware of your driving habits and behavior during the
busy summer months,
whether in your personal
vehicle or in a Countyowned vehicle. Your personal safety and the safety
of your passengers should
always be your highest
concern when behind the

Watch your following distances, and allow plenty of
time to stop. Obey construction safety zone speed
limits, and leave plenty of
room between you and the
next vehicle, even when
driving at a slower speed.

Also remember that having
a County-owned vehicle for
your use is a privilege, it is
not a right. Even more
than when in your personal
vehicle, make sure that you
have your mirrors properly
set so that you can see
traffic around your vehicle,
especially if this is a pool
car, and other people are
using it – take the time to
reset everything to fit your
height and vision.

Remember to change your
driving behavior when
weather changes, allow
more room on a rain-

soaked highway, than you
would when driving on a
dry pavement. Make sure
your vehicle is serviced
and in proper working condition. Turn and look when
reversing, do not rely upon
your rear-view mirror.
Stop, yield, and obey the
traffic signals and signs.
Do not speed. Do not use
your cell phone while driving, pull over, take the extra couple of minutes to
answer that call – your
safety is more important
than that phone call or
message. Don’t try to use
computers, read, or write
messages while driving.
Distracted driving leads to
accidents.
This is all common sense –
but failure to follow these
common sense rules is
usually the reason behind
most traffic accidents.

New Health Dept. Medical Annex Dedicated
The new Fort Wayne-Allen
County Department of
Health Medical Annex was
officially dedicated on June
21.

County Commissioner Linda
Bloom speaks during the June 21
dedication of the new Health
Dept. Medical Annex on New
Haven Ave. as Health Commissioner Dr. Deb McMahan (right)
looks on.

The health department’s
Immunization Clinic, Infectious Disease Center/TB
Clinic, and HIV/STD Clinic
relocated to the building at
4813 New Haven Ave.,
about four miles east of
downtown, in late April.
Hours of operation are

weekdays 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Most services will be by
appointment only.
Administrator Mindy Waldron says combining the
clinics into one building will
provide more efficiencies in
service provision and more
flexibility for staff. Patients
will also enjoy more privacy, free parking and access along the Citilink bus
route.
Located at the corner of

New Haven Avenue and
Meyer Road, the nearly
15,000-square foot building, a former credit union,
underwent $1.8 million in
renovations that included
all new ventilation, lighting,
electrical and plumbing on
two floors. An elevator for
ADA compliance was also
installed.
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Commissioners Adopt Formal Public Records Policy

Public Records Policy
Online
You can read the County’s
Access to Public Records
Policy and download a
request form by going to:
www.allencounty.us/
public-records-request

The Allen County Board
of Commissioners on May
7 approved a formal policy for its departments
designed to promote full
access to the County’s
public records.
The Allen County Public
Records Policy explains
the process for making a
request to inspect or copy
public records and documents, the response
process and the fees associated with copying any
documents. Also included is an optional form
that can be filled out and
submitted to the County’s

Public Information Office
when access to public
records is being sought.
“The formalization of this
policy helps to ensure
that the County remains
in compliance with the
provisions of the state’s
Access to Public Records
Act while also assuring
continued public confidence in County government,” said Linda Bloom,
president of the Board of
Commissioners.

missioners’ departments.
The policy and form will
also be made available
on the County’s website –
www.allencounty.us.

Copies of the policy and
public records request
forms will be available at
each of the County Com-

County Videos Now Available Online, On Demand
Video programming provided by Allen County
government that airs on
public access television
is now available on the
Internet – any day and at
any time.
On April 30, the Board of
Commissioners ratified
an amendment to its
current interlocal agreement with the Allen
County Public Library for
the new streaming video
-on-demand service being provided by Leightronix, Inc. of Holt, Michigan. The service is
available to the public at
no cost.

Under its deal with
Leightronix, ACPL will be
able to make up to 500
hours of video programming available ondemand. The County
will be allotted 150 hours
for its County Commissioners, County Council,
Planning Commission
and Board of Health
meetings and any other
programs which are recorded and played back
on public access TV.
The County provides a
link from its home page
at www.allencounty.us to
the web interface where
the videos can be accessed.

As part of the agreement, the Commissioners will increase the
County’s quarterly payment to ACPL from
$8,000 to $8,250 to help
cover the cost of the new
service. The current
agreement between the
County and ACPL for
public access television
service is due to expire
at the end of this year.
The Commissioners can
then evaluate the value
of the video-on-demand
service and decide
whether to renew it as
part of a new interlocal
agreement.
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Courthouse Renovation Project Shifts Sides

Scaffolding is in place on the north
and east sides of the Allen County
Courthouse as the exterior restoration and repair project continues.
Work should be finished sometime
this fall.

Repair work on two sides
of the Allen County Courthouse’s has wrapped up.
Now, crews are cleaning
and repairing the other two
sides.

est to the building while the
rehab work is taking place.
A covered walkway is also
in place to protect people
as they go into and come
out of the Courthouse.

Scaffolding has been
moved from the 108-yearold building’s south and
west sides and erected on
the north and east sides.

On the north side, the
Clerk’s payment drop-off
box will be out of service
until the repair work is
complete. Payments can
be made in person in
Room 200B of the Courthouse or mailed to the
Clerk’s Office.

The shift in work locations
will create some temporary
inconveniences for workers
and the public. The main
entrance and exit for the
Courthouse is still on the
east side, but fencing has
been installed to keep people off the sidewalks near-

Phase two of the $1.4 million preservation project
started this spring and is
expected to last through
this fall. It covers the joint

and limestone repair from
the ground level up to the
flat roof. The granite perimeter of the Courthouse
will also be repaired and
waterproofed. Phase two
also includes waterproofing
and repairing the tunnel
that leads from the Courthouse to the City-County
Building.
Phase one of the project,
completed last year, involved the “tower” of the
Courthouse, including the
dome, lantern and areas
above the flat roof of the
building.

Girls Basketball State Finals to Return to Coliseum in ‘11
The IHSAA Girls Basketball State Finals will return
to the Allen County War
Memorial Coliseum for a
second year following approval by the IHSAA Executive Committee on June
24.

The Allen County War Memorial
Coliseum has been chosen to once
again serve as host for the IHSAA
Girls Basketball State Finals on
March 5, 2011.

After hosting the state finals for the first time last
March, a one-year agreement again has been
reached to play the four
state championship games
at the Memorial Coliseum
on Saturday, March 5,
2011.
“Fort Wayne and the people at Memorial Coliseum
were tremendous hosts for
the girls basketball state

finals last winter,” said
Commissioner Blake Ress.
“The reception the teams
and fans received made it
a great experience and we
look forward to going back
again next March.”
In addition to Fort Wayne,
a bid to host the event also
was received from Terre
Haute which had proposed
the games be played at the
Hulman Center. No Indianapolis venues are available
on next year’s date.
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4th Annual Allen County 4-H Golf Outing
Allen County 4-H Clubs
will host their 4th Annual
Golf Outing on Saturday,
September 25. The event
will be held at Cherry Hill
Golf Course, 6615 Wheelock Rd, Fort Wayne.
Registration will be from
7:30 a.m. to 8:15 a.m.
with the Shotgun Start set
for 8:30 a.m. This Florida
Scramble will include
cash prizes for the top
three teams. Cost is
$75.00 per person and/or
$300.00 per team of four
players. Team signup
deadline is September
23. A meal with awards

will be held immediately
following at Cherry Hill Golf
Club Tent.
In addition to Team Sponsorship, other opportunities
include Tee Sponsorship;
Hole Sponsorship; Meal
Sponsorship; Beverage
Sponsorship or providing
Door Prizes. All proceeds
will benefit the Allen County
4-H Youth Program. Call
260-241-6328 to speak with
Larry Kemp for more information.

2nd Non-Profit Career, Volunteer & Services Fair Set for
August 18

After a successful inaugural event,
the 2nd Annual Allen County
Non-Profit Career, Volunteer &
Services Fair has been scheduled for
Aug. 18 on the campus of Brown
Mackie College.

The 2nd Annual Allen
County Non-Profit Career, Volunteer and Services Fair will be held
Wednesday, August 18,
from 1 to 4 p.m. at
Brown Mackie’s Fort
Wayne campus located
at 3000 East Coliseum
Boulevard.
The free event is aimed
at bringing together nonprofit organizations
which are pursuing employees with persons
who’ve lost their jobs
and are in need of assistance.
Those who attend will
not only learn about spe-

cific services the agencies provide for the unemployed, but also
about volunteer opportunities that could assist
them in locating a job
more quickly.
Organizers have added
some new wrinkles to
this year’s fair. Representatives from local
colleges have been invited to attend and
speak with citizens regarding furthering their
education. Also, there
will be six half-hour
seminars on topics such
as Presenting Yourself in
a Job Interview; How to

Remain Upbeat While
Unemployed; Benefits of
Volunteering; and Services Available for the
Unemployed and the
Underemployed.
More than 500 people
attended last year’s inaugural event, learning
about employment and
volunteer opportunities
available from some 50
area non-profit organizations.
For more information
about the fair, contact
Marlena Lewis with the
County Human Resources Department at
449-3201 or email her at
marlena.lewis@allencounty.us.

The ACE

Page 9

“Women’s Night of Shoes” Supports Walk A Mile and the Women’s Bureau
Women’s Bureau, Inc. is sponsoring the second annual Women’s Night of Shoes. This women’s night out will feature a
shoe fashion show from Jophiel, silent auction, fun with friends, and learning more about putting an end to violence
against women.
Women’s Night of Shoes is an exciting event where women can come together and support not just the Women’s Bureau, but each other as well. One in six women is a victim of sexual assault. Violence does not discriminate; it is not
asked for. Breaking the silence that surrounds sexualized violence is a crucial step towards ending sexualized violence.
Women’s Night of Shoes provides a safe place for women to band together against sexual assault and have a night of
fun.
Women’s Night of Shoes will be held Wednesday, August 11, 2010 starting at 5:30pm at the Fort Wayne County Club.
The cost to attend this women‐only event is $35 and benefits the Women’s Bureau’s Rape Awareness Program now
known as REACT. For more information or to reserve your spot at this unique event, call the Women’s Bureau at
424.7977 or visit www.womensbureau.com.
Women’s Night of Shoes is the women‐only component of the Walk A Mile in Her Shoes® event planned for September
11, 2010 at Headwaters Park East with a 10:00 a.m. start! Walk A Mile in Her Shoes® provides an opportunity for men
to champion an end to sexualized violence against everyone and to affirm that rape is not a women’s issue—it is a community issue. A minimum $35 pledge is required. To register, visit the Women’s Bureau website at
www.womensbureau.com or call 424-7977.
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County Happenings
There wasn’t much
sun to speak of. But
that didn’t stop the
annual Sol Fest music
festival from taking
place May 1 & 2 at
Fox Island County
Park. Besides the music, there was a variety
of activities for people
of all ages. Proceeds
from the festival go to
the Allen County Parks
Youth Scholarship
Fund.

An estimated 63,000 people
jammed into Memorial Coliseum during the annual Vera
Bradley Outlet Sale April 30May 3.

If your department is celebrating an accomplishment or doing something good in the community, send along a picture and information to
the “ACE” for our next edition!

The Allen County Commissioners held a
breakfast meeting with
state lawmakers from
the area on May 5 at
Memorial Coliseum.
Beth Lock, legislative
liaison, reviewed the
County’s legislative
agenda and discussed
several proposals and
concerns the Commissioners would like to
have addressed in the
next legislative session.

Commissioner Nelson Peters spoke
during a June 16 rally at Parkview
Field to show support for keeping
Navistar’s Truck Design and Technology Center and its more than
1,000 jobs here.

The County and City wellness committees hosted a picnic
June 24 for all County and City employees for just $3. The
menu included grilled chicken breast sandwiches, baked
chips, fresh veggies, fruit and bottled water. Half of the
proceeds were donated to the Burn Camp. A variety of
information was available for blood pressure checks, pedometers, fireworks safety and fitness.
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Employee News: The Latest News About You!
Retirements
•

Harold Wells recently retired from the Allen County Assessor’s Office after 11 years of service.

New Employees
•

Justin Eakright and Steven Shank join the County Assessor’s Office as Residential Appraisal Deputies.

Births
• Joel Carboni, project manager in the County IT Department, and his wife Mayumi welcomed
the birth of their son, Ethan, on May 11 (5 lbs., 12 oz. and 19.5” long).

Fireworks on the 4th? Celebrate Safely
With the Fourth of July
weekend at hand, many
Hoosiers are already
beginning to celebrate
by purchasing and discharging fireworks. The
Indiana Fire Marshal
wants to make sure that
fireworks' consumers
follow a few common
sense safety tips to help
keep the festivities safe.

use fireworks responsibly to avoid potential
injuries to themselves,
spectators and firefighters."

"Typically, on Independence Day, more U.S.
fires are reported than
on any other day of the
year" says Indiana Fire
Marshal Jim Greeson.
"Half of these are
caused by the mishandling of fireworks. Consumers should always

Store fireworks in a
cool, dry place away
from the reach of children.

Never let children handle, play with, or light
any fireworks. Glow
sticks make an excellent alternative to sparklers, especially for
young children.

Use a clear, open area
and keep your audience
a safe distance from the
ignition site.
Do not alter any fire-

works device or attempt
to make your own fireworks.
Only purchase and light
1.4G consumer fireworks. Examples include bottle rockets,
roman candles and firecrackers.
Only light one firework
item at a time and
never attempt to re-light
or fix a "dud" firework.
Have a fire extinguisher, hose, bucket of
water or other water
source nearby.
Use fireworks outdoors,
never indoors.

About the ACE
The Allen County Employees’
newsletter (The ACE) is published
every other month by the Allen County
Public Information Office.
Information, inquiries and story
ideas may be sent to The Allen
County Commissioners Office,
c/o The ACE, 1 E. Main St.,
Room 200, Fort Wayne, IN
46802.
Submissions may also be made
to:

We’re on the Web at

michael.green@allencounty.us

www.allencounty.us

Osteoporosis “Lunch & Learn”
July 27
HR Training Room
11:30, 12:00, 12:30, 1:00
Additional locations will be announced soon
•

Bone scans will also be available in the OMNI Room by appointment

•

Watch your emails and mailboxes for more information in the coming weeks.

•

Earn 1 point toward “Get the Point” when you attend.

