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Allen County to Receive ‘10 County Achievement Award
For the second consecutive year, Allen County has
been chosen to receive the
County Achievement
Award presented by the
Association of Indiana
Counties.

Salmonella: What You Need to
Know
Details on Page 4

tives to meet county-wide
goals.

“Successful businesses
have long used strategies
which led to their achievements,” said Commissioner
Nelson Peters, one of the
The 2010 award will recog- members of the executive
nize the efforts of the
committee. “These strateBoard of Commissioners in gies have included longsupporting and implement- term planning. We in Allen
ing a Countywide Strategic County simply took a page
Plan.
out of the business playbook and believe in doing
The plan was guided by
so it will lead to better,
the Strategic Plan Execumore cost-effective service
tive Committee which included a number of elected for our taxpayers.”
officials and department
The plan is believed to be
heads. County departthe first of its kind with rements developed objecspect to county govern-

ment in Indiana and includes more than 400 department-level objectives
proposed to be completed
over the next five years. In
addition, a number of objectives that multiple departments had in common
were identified as countywide priorities.

(Continued on page 2)

CCB Cleaning, Rehab Work Underway
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For the next three months,
the outside of the CityCounty Building will get a
much-needed “scrubbing.”
Workers have begun assembling the rigging and
scaffolding which will be
used to raise and lower
crews as they clean the
nearly 40-year-old building
and rehabilitate the joints
between the limestone.
The $381,000 project is
being handled by General
Restoration Corporation of
Columbus, Ohio – the
same firm that is cleaning
and restoring the exterior
of the neighboring Allen

County Courthouse.
The northeast corner of the
CCB Plaza has been
fenced off for use as a
staging area for General
Restoration’s workers.
Other areas around the
building will also be
blocked off from time to
time to protect visitors and
employees as the work
progresses. However, normal access points and the
regular entrances and exits
to the building should be
unaffected during normal
business hours.
The cleaning and rehabilitation project is expected to

Workers from General Restoration
Corp. begin assembling the rigging
which will be used during the threemonth cleaning and rehabilitation of
the City-County Building
be finished by early to midNovember.

(Continued on page 2)
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Allen County Chosen for AIC Award (continued from page 1)
Allen County Strategic
Plan
Allen County’s Strategic
Plan and Department
Objectives are available
for viewing online at
www.allencounty.us/
strategicplan

“This strategic plan should
help develop a vision for
Allen County Government
and give us a better idea
about the types and levels
of services our citizens will
require five or ten years
from now,” noted Commissioner Bill Brown.
This marks the third time in
four years that Allen
County has received the
AIC’s County Achievement
Award. In 2007, the Board

of Commissioners was recognized for establishing the
County employee health
clinic in the City-County
Building. And last year, the
AIC recognized the office
of County Recorder John
McGauley for creation of its
Neighborhood Resource
Center.
“We appreciate AIC’s acknowledgement of Allen
County government’s efforts to meet the ever-

changing needs of our citizens,” said Commissioner
Linda Bloom. “It is also a
tribute to our dedicated,
resourceful employees who
strive to provide a high
level of service each and
every day.”
The 2010 County Achievement Award will be presented to Allen County representatives at the AIC Fall
Conference September 2730 in LaPorte County.

CCB Cleaning, Rehab Work Starts (continued from page 1)
As work on the City-County
Building begins, the exterior rehabilitation and restoration of the Allen County
Courthouse is moving into
its final stages.

Scaffolding above the entrance to
the Allen County Courthouse is
all that remains as work to clean
and repair the historic structure
winds down.

Scaffolding has been removed from the north side
of the building and is in the
process of coming down on
the Courthouse’s east side
as workers finish up phase

two of the project, which
has been going on since
March.

that leads from the Courthouse to the City-County
building.

This phase covers the joint
and limestone repair from
the ground level up to the
flat roof. The granite perimeter of the Courthouse
will also be repaired and
waterproofed. Phase two
also includes waterproofing
and repairing the tunnel

Phase one of the project —
involving the dome, lantern
and areas above the flat
roof of the building — was
completed last year.

Commissioners’ Contracts Now on the Internet
In its continuing effort to
offer the public easier access to county government
information, the office of
the Allen County Board of
Commissioners has started
the process of posting to
the Internet contracts approved by the Commissioners.

which are approved and
signed by the Commissioners at each legislative session will be scanned and
added to
www.allencounty.us/
contracts. So far, contracts
approved in the month of
January have been put
online.

Beginning with 2010 and
going forward, all contracts

The information will be filtered by year and dates of

legislative sessions. Agendas and minutes from each
legislative session will also
be included to help people
find specific contracts.
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Businesses, Organizations Honored by County Solid
Waste District
The Allen County Solid
Waste Management District honored businesses
and organizations for their
recycling efforts during its
annual Excellence in Recycling Awards Luncheon
held August 18 at the Allen
County War Memorial Coliseum.

Christine Giant (left), teacher at
Snider High School, received the
Director's Award from Allen
County Solid Waste Management
District Director Tony Burrus during the District's Excellence in Recycling Awards Luncheon on Aug.
18.

ognition for their efforts to
reduce the amount of solid
waste generated, reusing
resources and implementing recycling programs.

The recipient of this year's
Director’s Award for Community Leadership was
Christine Giant, a teacher
at Snider High School.
Giant was recognized for
her continuing effort to
teach responsibility and
engrain an environmental
conscious lifestyle among
students and staff.

Receiving Partnership
Awards for supporting the
District’s special recycling
programs were Batteries
Plus, Hires Automotive
Center, Navistar, Citilink,
Omnisource Corporation,
the City of New Haven,
Sears, Connolly’s Do-itBest Hardware Stores,
WANE-TV, Science Central, Sam's Club, Kroger
and Scott's, Grabill Hardware, Umber's Hardware
and the Allen County Public Library.

The University of St. Francis and Navistar Corporation were named recipients
of the District's "3R Award."
They received special rec-

Chosen as Honor Roll
Award winners for providing recycling services to
Allen County and serving
as leaders in the waste

industry were Liberty Tire
Recycling, National ServAll, Safety Kleen, Serv-All
Recycling and Waste Management of Fort Wayne.

Representatives from the University
of St. Francis (left) and Navistar
Corporation (right) receive the
County Solid Waste Management
District’s “3R Award” from Director Tony Burrus during the District's Excellence in Recycling
Awards Luncheon on Aug. 18.

Second “Fiscal Summit” for County Taxing Units Held
All taxing units in Allen
County had the chance to
discuss community spending priorities and the effect
property tax caps will have
on anticipated revenues at
a special County Fiscal
Summit on August 3 in the
City-County Building Omni
Room.
This was the second year
for the County Fiscal Summit, which is organized and
hosted by Allen County
Auditor Lisa Blosser. “The

Fiscal Summit is a great
opportunity for local government leaders to meet
and share financial information,” Blosser
said. “Since property tax
caps have been enacted,
governments are seeing
less revenue and it is essential they communicate
their spending priorities. The Summit provides
a time for officials to collaborate on providing essential public services in a
cost effective manner.”

Among those making presentations at the summit was Dr.
Larry DeBoer of Purdue University. Dr. DeBoer discussed how recent legislation
impacts local government
and what governments
should expect going forward.
Also, a panel of local government representatives discussed “best practices” and
how they have saved money
without cutting essential services.
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What You Need to Know About Salmonella
From the Allen County Employee Health Clinic
Health officials have recently recalled 380 million
eggs over a Salmonella
outbreak. Although no
deaths have been reported, hundreds have
reportedly become ill from
the Salmonella bacteria,
primarily in the states of
California, Minnesota and
Colorado.

For More Information...
Learn more about
Salmonella and ways to
prevent other food
preparation illnesses by
contacting the County
Employee Health Clinic at
extension 8660.

Salmonella is one of the
most common bacterial
forms of food poisoning,
The illness is caused by
the Salmonella enteritidis
bacterium that can be
inside perfectly normalappearing eggs. This
bacteria can cause illness
if the eggs are eaten raw
or undercooked (with
runny yolks). If the eggs
are fully cooked, the Salmonella organisms are
destroyed and cannot
make the person sick.
Symptoms of Salmonella
poisoning include fever,
abdominal cramps, and
diarrhea, usually beginning 12 to 72 hours after

consuming the contaminated food. The elderly,
infants, and those with
impaired immune systems may have a more
severe illness; however,
the symptoms usually last
4 to 7 days, and most
fully recover without any
treatment.
Here are four safe steps
recommended by the
USDA that can help prevent Salmonella and any
other food-borne illnesses.
Clean – always wash
hands with warm water
and soap for at least 20
minutes before and after
handling food. Cutting
boards, utensils, and
countertops can be sanitized by using a solution
of 1 tablespoon of unscented, liquid chlorine
bleach in 1 gallon of water.
Separate – Don’t crosscontaminate. Keep raw
meat and their juices
away from other food.

After cutting raw meats,
wash cutting boards,
utensils, and countertops
with hot, soapy water.
Then you can sanitize
them as above.
Cook – The following is a
guide for cooking temperatures of various
meats: Beef, veal, and
lamb roasts and steaks
may be cooked to 145
degrees F. All cuts of
pork should be cooked to
160 degrees F. Ground
beef, veal, and lamb to
160 degrees F. All poultry
should reach a safe minimum internal temperature
of 165 degrees F.
Chill – Refrigerate perishable food within 2 hours.
The temperature of your
refrigerator should be 40
degrees or below, and
your freezer at 0 degrees
or below. Perishable
foods should be wrapped
securely to maintain quality and prevent meat
juices from touching other
foods in the refrigerator.

Health Department to Text, Email Alerts
The Fort Wayne-Allen
County Department of
Health will begin using a
new service called Nixle to
send out important public
health information directly
to residents using the latest
technology.
Through Nixle, the health
department will be able to
create and send messages
instantly to residents by
cell phone text message
and/or email. Notifications

can also be accessed
online at www.nixle.com.
Messages may include
information on mosquito
spraying in a particular
neighborhood, updates on
a potential disease outbreak, emergency warnings, as well as other relevant public health alerts.
Similar to Twitter, Nixle
allows users to send short
messages to subscribed
users. However, Nixle of-

fers municipalities a secure
way to send important
messages to users in a
designated geographic
area.
Residents could already
sign up for automatic email
alerts from the health department on its Web site,
www.allencountyhealth.com.
Now, residents can start
receiving information via
text message as well by
registering at
www.nixle.com.
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“Beyond Diets” Exceeds Weight Loss Goals
County and City employees that participated in the
“Beyond Diets” program
this summer exceeded
their weight loss goal of
1,200 pounds during the
12-week program and lost
1,347 pounds and 1,655
inches.

Lending a hand to draw the
names of winners in the
Beyond Diets program contest was Commissioner
Nelson Peters.

The program focused on
learning a healthy lifestyle
to increase weight-loss
success and improve overall health. Offered through
Lutheran’s medPartners, a
team of licensed dieticians,
exercise physiologists and
behaviorists provided nutrition, education, selfawareness and exercise
tips. Added benefits are
reducing risk for heart disease, diabetes, high blood
pressure, stroke, breathing
problems, and some cancers.
One participant said, “I’ve

struggled with weight loss
my whole life and this program has worked better
than any other I have
tried.” And another participant commented, “Through
this program, I was able to
eliminate my hypertension
medication and my wife is
able to discontinue her diabetes medication. Our
doctor is so pleased along
with us.”
Beyond Diets Program participants that attended at
least 9 of the 12 meetings
were eligible to enter a
drawing for pairs of Komet
Hockey tickets, courtesy of
Lutheran Network, and TinCaps tickets, courtesy of
Wells Fargo.

Jason Lowry, Lynn Trittipo
and Stephen Edmiston.
The winners of TinCaps
tickets were Lisa Fowlkes
and Carolyn Bokern.
Another 12-week program
will begin the week of September 13. The cost is $75
and is eligible for reimbursement through the
County’s wellness benefit
included in the health plan.
Additionally, the program
counts as 3 points toward
the “Get the Point” program. Those who reach
their goal points will reduce
their deductible under their
health plan in 2011. To
enroll in the program, contact Linda or Deb in Human
Resources.

The winners of Komet
hockey tickets were Gwen
Ruppert, Jennifer Knorr,
Suzi Eloph, Tammie
Billingsley, Kevin Mann,

Extension Office Money Fair at CCB
The City-County Building
will serve as the site for
this year’s Money Smart
Week “Money Fair” on October 14.

first floor rotunda of the
CCB from 7:30 a.m. until 1
p.m. that day to help you
improve your financial fitness.

The fair is organized by the
Allen County Extension
Office, Department of Consumer and Family Sciences.

Also, several educational
workshops will be available
throughout the county the
week of Money Smart
Week, October 16-23.

Vendor booths from financial partners, government
agencies and service organizations will be on the

For more information on
Money Smart Week and
the Money Fair, contact
Vickie Hadley, CFCS at the

Extension Office at 4816826.
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Safety & Distracted Driving
By Cathy Serrano, County Risk Manager

For More
Information...
If you’re interested in
learning more about
distracted driving or the U.S.
Department of
Transportation’s push to end
distracted driver behavior,
go to http://
www.distraction.gov/
campaign-tools/

As many of you know, or
may have read in the recently revised Employee
Handbook, Allen County
has a policy of discouraging cell phone use while
driving. Why is that?
Did you know that nearly
6,000 people (nationwide)
died in 2008 in crashes
involving a distracted
driver? That number represented 16% of the total
fatalities for 2008.
The U.S. Department of
Transportation is leading
the effort to put an end to
distracted driving. They
are encouraging people
like you to get involved in
spreading the word. The
key message is to stop
engaging in other activities, especially using your
cell phone and other electronic devices, while driving. Or, maybe you think
that is more of a “teen”
problem than one which a
more mature adult – with

many years of driving
experience.
The research has shown
that adults are just as
likely as teens to have
texted while driving and
are substantially more
likely to have talked on
the phone while driving.
In addition, 49% of adults
say they have been passengers in a car when the
driver was sending or
reading text messages on
their cell phone.
Overall, 44% of adults
say they have been passengers of drivers who
used the cell phone in a
way that put themselves
or others in danger. Beyond driving, some celltoting pedestrians get so
distracted while talking or
texting that they have
physically bumped into
another person or an object. All you have to do is
get on You Tube to see
some examples of cell-

phone using pedestrians
walking into telephone
poles.
But, when you are driving,
your primary responsibility is to operate your motor vehicle and to do so
safely! Just "Put It Down"
and concentrate on the
road.
And the next time you are
tempted to text or use
your cell phone while driving, give it a second’s
thought – is that phone
call or message really
worth your life, the life of
your passengers or children? Or can it wait until
you see the next available
parking lot or pull-off area
along the road?
Safety – is everyone’s
responsibility.

Defensive Driving Review on Intranet
An Annual Defensive
Driving PowerPoint Review is now available on
the City-County Intranet.
While it is now a requirement for those employees who drive as a part
of their County job, to
take this review on an
annual basis, any employee who would like to
review the PowerPoint

may feel free to do so.
Once on the Intranet site
you look under
“Documents”, then
“County documents”,
then under “Human Resources” and then click
on the sub-topic category “Defensive Driving”.
You will be able to view
and download the
PowerPoint from there.
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NEAT Bike Tour Set for October 2
You can enjoy an early fall
day through scenic northern Allen County on October 2 when the NEAT
(North East Allen Tour)
Bike Tour 2010 takes
place.

NEAT will begin and end at
the entrance parking lot at
Metea County Park, located at the corner of Union Chapel Road and Leo
Road (SR 1) west of Cedarville.

The 20, 40, and 62-mile
tours will include stops at
Metea, Payton and Cook’s
Landing County Parks. All
routes also pass Bicentennial Woods and Vandolah
Preserves, owned by
ACRES Land Trust. The 40
and 62-mile routes also
tour southern DeKalb
County and surrounding
Amish communities.
Snacks, drinks, light lunch
and emergency transportation service will be provided.

The cost is $15 if you register prior to September 22
and $18 after that date,
regardless of the distance
you plan to travel. No refunds will be made. Registration on the day of the
ride starts at 8:30 a.m. and
the ride will begin at 9 a.m.
and will be held rain or
shine. Volunteers will provide emergency transportation service to transport
riders back to their cars in
case of severe exhaustion
or major breakdown.

All riders are required to
wear helmets and be in
good physical condition to
complete the ride. Riders
must be prepared to repair
their own flat tires and
complete minor repairs.
Riding single file is preferred. Riders must obey
all traffic signs, signals and
laws. An adult must accompany riders under the
age of 16.
For more information, contact Metea County Park
Nature Center at 449-8619
or send an email to
metea@allencountyparks.org

Native American Day at Metea Park Sept. 12
The Metea County Park
Nature Center will host a
special Native American
Day at the park on Sunday,
September 12, beginning
at 2 p.m.

area Native Americans
through presentations by
representatives of the
Pokagon Band of Potawatomies and other local
tribes.

Indiana was named after
the Native people who
lived here. Most of us are
familiar with the past of
Native Americans, but they
still live and work among
us today.

The cost for the event is $3
per person and you can
pre-register through September 11.

During the special event,
participants will have the
opportunity to learn about
the past and present of our

For more information on
Native American Day, contact Metea County Park
Nature Center at 449-8619
or send an email to
metea@allencountyparks.org

Chief Metea
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Coliseum is Venues Today “Top Stop” For Mid-Year 2010
The Allen County War
Memorial Coliseum in
Fort Wayne was recently
ranked No. 17 in the
world among similar-sized
venues to earn Mid-Year
2010 “Top Stop” honors
by Venues Today, an industry-leading publication.
The ranking, released in
the July 2010 issue, was
based on concert and
event grosses from October 14, 2009 through May
18, 2010, as reported to
Venues Today. The ranking includes 13 shows

with an attendance of
68,337 people.
Ranked No. 1 in 10,00115,000 seat capacity was
the Brisbane (Australia)
Entertainment Centre.
Rounding out the Top 5
were No. 2 Vector Arena
in Auckland, New Zealand; No. 3 John Labatt
Centre in London, Ontario; No. 4 Van Andel
Arena in Grand Rapids,
Michigan; and No. 5 Sydney Entertainment Centre.

MEGARAMP ASA Triples at Memorial
Coliseum Sept. 25
Fort Wayne will welcome
the world’s top BMX athletes when MEGARAMP
ASA Triples, produced
by ASA Entertainment,
heads to the Allen
County War Memorial
Coliseum on Saturday,
September 25.
For one night only, BMX
professionals from the X
Games will compete in a
series of unique head-tohead battles while taking
on the challenge of the
195-foot long Triples
course, consisting of a
25-foot high roll-in ramp,
two 25-foot wide jumps
and a course-ending 14’
high quarter-pipe. The
pros will amaze the
crowd with mind-

boggling flips, whips,
flairs and spins while
attempting to best their
opponent and take home
the event title.
This will be the first-ever
major professional action
sports competition in
Fort Wayne and will feature a who’s who of
BMX’s biggest names.
The excitement begins
at 7:30 p.m. on September 25. Tickets for the
MEGARAMP ASA Triples start at just $15.00
and will go on sale at
10:00 a.m. on Monday,
July 26, at the Memorial
Coliseum Ticket Office,
www.ticketmaster.com
or charge-by-phone at

(800) 745-3000. VIP
Floor seats will be available for $35.00 and include a 30-minute meetand-greet prior to the
show with autograph
opportunities.

The ACE

Page

Employee News: The Latest News About You!
New Employees
•

Tyler Hill joins the Wayne Township Assessor’s Office as a New Rental Income Specialist.

Accomplishments & Awards
•

The Wayne Township Assessor’s Office reports that Eric Bacca has Passed the IAAO 400 Certification Exam
and the IAAO 201 Exam Certification. Also, Tammy Smith passed the IAAO 201 Exam Certification.

Births
•

Allen County Treasurer Sue Orth is one happy grandma. She has two new grandbabies — a baby girl born on
July 24, Ava Elizabeth Rorick, and a baby boy born on July 25.

Does your department or office have a change in staffing you’d like others in County
Government to know about? How about a significant achievement or award? Has
there been a special event that’s taken place in the life of an employee they’d like to
share? Then send an email to michael.green@allencounty.us and we’ll put it in The
ACE.

“Random Acts of Music” Returning to CCB
The Fort Wayne Philharmonic’s “Random Acts of
Music” program proved to
be so popular this past winter that it’s being brought
back to the community this
fall. And on September 8,
the City-County Building’s
main lobby will once again
host one of the performances.
The program features various Philharmonic ensembles performing in random
places around Allen
County, such as local businesses, at sporting events
or at outdoor venues

throughout the season.
The initiative aims to increase community awareness of classical music as
people go about their daily
routines. Ensembles perform a variety of classical
chamber music pieces,
including more contemporary selections such as
Broadway and pop standards.
On January 14, the Philharmonic’s Oriole String
Quintet performed in the
CCB as part of Random
Acts of Music.

The Fort Wayne Philharmonic’s Oriole String
Quintet performed in the City-County Building
this past January as part of “Random Acts of
Music.” On September 8, the Philharmonic will
bring the program back to the CCB.
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County Happenings

If your department is celebrating an accomplishment or doing something good in the community, send along a picture and information to
the “ACE” for our next edition!

On July 19 and 21, the County
and City Wellness Committees
sponsored Kevin Kraner (top)
from Anytime Fitness for “Quick
& Fit” low impact exercise sessions. During the free 20-minute
sessions, Kevin demonstrated
how to safely exercise for improved strength and overall
health.

The 2nd annual Allen County Non-Profit Career, Volunteer and
Services Fair was held August 18 at Brown Mackie College’s Fort
Wayne campus. The free event was aimed at bringing together
non-profit organizations which are pursuing employees with persons who’ve lost their jobs and are in need of assistance.

On August 20, County and City employees shared their abundance from their home gardens at the first City/County Annual
Farmer’s Market. For $2, employees could attend and select up
to 5 fresh items. All proceeds were donated to the Community
Harvest Food Bank.
The Voices of Unity Choir was
honored on July 30 by Commissioner Nelson Peters, the Allen
County Board of Commissioners
and City of Fort Wayne officials at
a special downtown ceremony.
The group won two gold medals
during the 2010 World Choir
Games in China.

Commissioner Bill Brown
reads a proclamation from the
Board of Commissioners to
Allen County’s Court Appointed Special Advocates
(CASA) Program, which celebrated its 25th anniversary on
August 10.
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“Walk a Mile in Her Shoes” 2010 on September 11
From Marlena Lewis, Allen County Human Resources
As you may know, I have been a passionate volunteer with the Women’s Bureau for
several years. We are entering our 3rd annual Walk a Mile event. Walk a Mile in Her
Shoes raises funds and awareness for the REACT program (formerly RAP) of the
Women's Bureau to stop rape and sexual assault. This year we will be setting a world
record and we need every man - and woman - we can get! We actually have a representative from Guinness that will be here to count the largest number of people walking in red high heels, can you believe it! 763 is the record to break! REGISTER NOW
and come out for the fun, shopping at WE Market for WAM, and be in the aerial photo
of the big red shoe. WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU HELPED BREAK A WORLD
RECORD?
Registration is just $35 per walker which includes your very own pair of red heels!
Registration begins at 7 a.m.
There is a tail-gating area, games and marketplace!
Opening ceremony begins at 10 a.m.
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About the ACE
The Allen County Employees’
newsletter (The ACE) is electronically published
every other month by the Allen County
Public Information Office.
Information, inquiries and story
ideas may be sent to The Allen
County Commissioners Office,
c/o The ACE, 1 E. Main St.,
Room 200, Fort Wayne, IN
46802.
Submissions may also be made
to:

We’re on the Web at

michael.green@allencounty.us

www.allencounty.us

County Cookin’
Zucchini Crisp
Courtesy of Vickie Hadley, Purdue Cooperative Extension Service of Allen County
Filling:

Directions:

•

8 cups zucchini (peeled,
seeded & cubed)

•

2/3 cup lemon juice

•

1 cup sugar

In a large saucepan over medium
heat, cook zucchini and lemon
juice until tender (15-20 minutes).
Add sugar & spices. Simmer 1
minute longer. Remove from heat.

•

1 tsp. cinnamon

Crust:

•

1/2 tsp. nutmeg

Combine flour, oats, sugar & salt.
Cut in butter until crumbly. Put 1/2
cup of crust mixture into the zucchini filling. Divide the remaining
crust mixture in half. Press one
half into a 9x13 pan. Spread zucchini filling evenly over crust, then
top with remaining half of crust
mixture. Sprinkle with cinnamon.
Bake at 375 degrees for 35-40
minutes or until golden & bubbly.

Crust:
•

2 cups flour + 2 cups quick
oats

•

2 cups sugar

•

1/4 tsp salt

•

1-1/2 cups cold unsalted butter

•

1 tsp. cinnamon

If you have a recipe you’d like to
share in the next edition of “The
ACE,” send it to:
michael.green@allencounty.us

