Phase One of Courthouse Exterior Restoration Wrapped Up

Nov./Dec. 2009
Volume 2, Issue 6

Phase two set to start next March

H1N1 Vaccine Clinic for
Employees Dec. 22
Details on Page 4

Work on the first phase of
a project to restore the exterior of the historic Allen
County Courthouse is complete and the scaffolding
erected around the Courthouse tower has been dismantled.

Courthouse, including the
dome, lantern and areas
above the flat roof of the
building. Limestone and
terra cotta were cleaned, re
-glazed and re-tucked to
insure prevention of water
damage.

“The scaffolding was removed after Thanksgiving,”
according to Rick Freitag
with General Restoration
Corporation, the Columbus, Ohio firm that’s doing
the work. “Then, it took
another week to clean up
our staging area on the
Calhoun Street side of the
Courthouse.”

“We’re very impressed with
the quality of General Restoration’s work,” said Fritz
Herget with Arsee Engineers, which is overseeing
the project. “They’ve done
a really good job and we
look forward to working
with them on phase two
next year.”

Phase one of the project
involved the “tower” of the

“The look of the Courthouse tower has been
greatly improved thanks to

The scaffolding is gone, signaling
conclusion of the first phase of the
Allen Co. Courthouse Exterior
Restoration project.
General Restoration and
Arsee,” added Robyn Zimmerman of the Courthouse
Preservation Trust.

(Continued on Page 3)
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Last winter during the
height of the ice storms,
the local Red Cross came
to employees of Allen
County and the City of
Fort Wayne in desperate
need of blood.
In less than 24 hours, a
call was put out for an
emergency blood drive
and the response was
overwhelming — 55 presented to donate and 43
productive units were collected. Several people
indicated afterward that
the City and County
should consider holding a

blood drive in the winter,
along with the traditional
drive in June.
So on Tuesday, January
12 in the CCB Omni
Room, that’s exactly what
will happen – the first CityCounty Winter Blood
Drive.
Flyers have been posted
throughout the building
and have been passed out
to departments to let employees know they can
begin making appointments.
It works the same as our

other drives. Donors will be
scheduled in 15-minute increments from 8:00 a.m.
until 1:45 p.m. The goal is
pretty ambitious – 60 to present and 50 productive
units to collect.
Please call Allen County
PIO Mike Green at 4497671 or send an email to
michael.green@allencounty.us

to schedule your appointment. Give blood this winter – and warm somebody’s
heart!
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Holiday Greetings from the Allen County Commissioners
To all of our devoted
employees:
As the holiday season
approaches, we wanted
to take this opportunity to
say “thank you” to each
and every one of you for
another stellar performance in 2009.

Allen County Commissioners Nelson
Peters, Linda Bloom and Bill Brown in
front of the Christmas tree in the CityCounty Building

Thanks in no small part
to your hard work, ingenuity and close attention
to our “bottom line,” Allen
County remains in sound
fiscal shape as we head
into a new year.
However, we expect that

2010 will be another
challenging year for our
County, as property tax
caps initiated by the Indiana General Assembly
will make it difficult for
local governments to
continue to provide the
same level of services
they now provide unless
other revenues are used
to replace the additional
revenues lost.

have the talented, resourceful workforce necessary to meet the challenge
of offering the very best
service at the lowest possible cost to our taxpayers.
We look forward to working
with you to meet that goal.
In closing, we wish all of
you a joyous holiday and
the very best in 2010.

This means we will need
to continue looking at
ways we can stretch
every tax dollar available
to us. We believe we

Letter from the ACE Editor

“ACE” Ideas
You can share your
thoughts about the “ACE”
and offer ideas and
suggestions by contacting
Mike Green, Public
Information Officer in the
County Commissioners’
Office. Call 449-7671 or
send an email to
michael.green@allencounty.us

When I first took this job
back in February of
2008, I thought one of
my toughest challenges
would be coming up with
articles and information
to fill the County’s employee newsletter.
Though I have tons of
radio and TV journalism
experience, I hadn’t dabbled in print journalism
since my college days
(don’t ask how long ago
that was).
Thank goodness for two
things. One is the advances in technology

that give a novice like
myself the ability to easily put together a newsletter that doesn’t look
too bad (you may have
your own opinion on
that).
The other is the number
of people within County
departments who take
the time every other
month to send me news,
information, and sometimes pictures to pass on
to their fellow employees. Their contributions
make my job much easier, and I am grateful to

each one of you who
regularly offers items to
share with our readers.
I hope that our decision
to increase publication of
the ACE from quarterly
to bimonthly has been of
worth to you. We intend
to continue this schedule
for 2010.
Finally, thanks to all of
you for taking the time to
read the ACE. May you
have a Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!
Mike Green
ACE Editor

The ACE
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Phase One of Courthouse Exterior Restoration Wrapped
Up (continued from Page 1)

A view from one side of the
Allen Co. Courthouse after
phase one of the exterior renovation was concluded. (Photo
courtesy John McGauley)

The project’s second
phase will start in mid-tolate March and is expected to last approximately nine months. It
will cover the joint and
limestone repair from the
ground level up to the flat
roof. The granite perimeter of the Courthouse will

also be repaired and waterproofed.
Phase two also includes
waterproofing and repairing the tunnel that leads
from the Courthouse to
the City-County building.

adjacent to the Courthouse will be closed once
again and used as a staging area for the contractors.

One lane of Calhoun
Street and the sidewalk

Memorial Coliseum Unveils Renovated Expo Center
The Board of Trustees of
the Allen County War
Memorial Coliseum officially unveiled and
opened the renovated
Expo Center on November 5.

Memorial Coliseum unveiled its renovated Expo Center on Nov. 5. In the
top photo, Coliseum officials and local
dignitaries cut the ribbon signifying the
rededication of the Center. In the
bottom photo is one of the newly refurbished exhibit halls.

In celebration of the
building’s 20th anniversary, a $5 million renovation project was completed over the summer,
providing a complete
overhaul to one of the
most diversely utilized
public buildings in the
country. The Memorial
Coliseum Expo Center
regularly hosts a multitude of different types of
events, including tradeshows, consumer sales,
receptions, parties, banquets, concerts and

even motorsports
events.
Included in the project
were improvements for
guests with disabilities,
such as additional handrails and renovated restrooms. The main Expo
Center received new
lighting, sound and
acoustical treatments, as
well as, a fresh coat of
paint. The Red, White,
Blue, Archer and Appleseed meeting rooms all
received new carpet,
paint and window coverings. The main Expo
Center corridor and lobbies, as well as, the
main entrance rotunda
received new carpet and
fresh paint.

The facility also received
new HVAC controls to
improve energy efficiency. Two concessions
locations were renovated
and other minor improvements and equipment upgrades were
completed.
For more information
about renting a portion of
the Memorial Coliseum
Expo Center facility for
your next event, visit
www.memorialcoliseum.
com or call 260-4829502.
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McAfee @Home: Anti Viral Protection at Home
By Salah Issa, Atos Origin, Inc., Security and Network Manager
In our continuing effort to
provide outstanding service to the City of Fort
Wayne and Allen County,
we are participating in the
McAfee Home Use Option Program. This allows
City and County employees to use the McAfee
VirusScan Consumer Edition on PC based computer systems owned by
the employee located in
their household.
The program is free to
City and County employees. Employee’s personal
computers are at constant
exposure and at risk to
malicious software and
attacks, such as viruses,
which could be indirectly
introduced to the City and
County computing environment. The Home Use

Option provides an additional layer of security
and broadens the City
and County defenses
against such threats.
To review the terms, conditions and frequently
asked questions of the
McAfee Home Use Option Program and to
download the McAfee
VirusScan Consumer Edition please go to the appropriate link below from
you home computer.

Alternatively, you may
review the terms, conditions and frequently
asked questions on the
City and County Knowledge Base at:
http://knowledge/articles-list/138
-mcafee-home-use-optionprogram

http://www.cityoffortwayne.org/
homeuse

or
http://www.allencounty.us/
homeuse

Please note you will not
be able to access either
of these websites from a
work computer.

Special Employee H1N1 Flu Vaccine Clinic Dec. 22
The Fort Wayne-Allen
County Department of
Health will be offering a
special H1N1 flu vaccine
clinic on Tuesday, Dec.
22 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
in the Omni Room for
City and County employees. The vaccine is
available to all employees regardless of age or
health condition.

This clinic is for employees only and is not for
spouses or children. The
vaccine is free. Reservations are not required.
There will not be seasonal flu vaccine at this
clinic.
It is important to remember that there is still
H1N1 flu activity in the
community and it may

increase during the upcoming winter months.
Please take advantage
of the opportunity to get
vaccinated. Please let
your friends and family
know they can get the
vaccine at the Carew
Medical Park clinic. Go
to www.fighttheflu.org for
dates and times.

The ACE

Page 5

2010 County Wellness Benefit Summary
By Debra Hudson, Allen Co. Insurance Manager

New 2010 Insurance ID
Cards to be Issued

During the last week of
December, new ID cards
will be distributed to all
County employees who
are enrolled in medical
and dental coverage
effective on January 1,
2010. The cards will be
sent inter-office mail to
the departments.

The County Wellness
Benefit is designed to
help you achieve a
healthier lifestyle through
preventive health care
exams, improved activity,
and making healthy
choices. Below is a brief
summary of the coverage
offered through the wellness benefit, effective
January 1, 2010.
These adult wellness
benefits are available for
individuals enrolled in a
County health plan effective on January 1,
2010. All three health
plans include this benefit;
the traditional Plan 1 and
both HSA plans (Plans 3
& 4).
Eligible wellness benefits
are reimbursed 100% for
the first $800 submitted.

Charges over $800 are
subject to your plan deductible and payable
thereafter at 80%.

$800 for:

Claims for reimbursement
should be sent to ProClaim Plus at the address
on the back of your medical I.D. card (3134 Mallard Cove Lane, Fort
Wayne, IN 46804).

• smoking cessation co
-pays, prescription medications, & over-thecounter medications

Each of the benefits
within the wellness benefit is paid on a reimbursement basis. Submit your
itemized receipts with a
Wellness Benefit Election
Form and your proof of
payment to Pro-Claim for
reimbursement.

• gym membership for
you and your covered
spouse

Wellness Benefits

•

routine exams

•

weight loss programs

• acupuncture for
smoking cessation and
weight loss

You can find more detailed information about
wellness benefits on the
County-City Intranet site
under HR, Health & Wellness.

Your $800 preventive and
wellness benefit allows
you 100% coverage up to

Purdue Co-op Extension Offerings for January
“Use It or Lose It”, Jan.
11, 1 p.m. One of the
best ways to fight the
weakness and frailty that
can come with age is
through strength training
and aerobic exercise.
Even people not in perfect health, including
those with health concerns such as arthritis
and heart disease, often

benefit most.
“Recycling Placemats
Into Purses,” Jan. 12, 1
p.m. Linda Walters will
demonstrate the technique to make purses
from placemats as well
as share her experiences on the Martha
Stewart Show in New
York.
Pre-registration is re-

quired. Special Interest registration forms
are available at the
Extension Office or on
the Consumer Family
Sciences page on the
web at
www.extension.purdue
.edu/allen.

Page 6

The ACE

Reminder About County Winter Weather Levels
With winter weather upon
us, now is a good time to
be reminded about Allen
County’s Winter Weather
Event Uniform Declaration
Policy established by the
Board of Commissioners.
There are four established
levels:

-hour operations will be
closed.
Orange Level 2 – Warning. Conditions are threatening to the safety of the
public. Only essential
travel is recommended (i.e.
to and from work, emergency situations, etc.).
Emergency action plans
have been or should be
implemented by businesses, schools, government agencies and other
organizations.

Red Level 1 – Declared
Emergency by the
County Commissioners.
Travel may be restricted to
emergency personnel
ONLY! Also, all County
offices other than those of
Yellow Level 3 – Watch.
emergency personnel or 24 Routine travel or activities

may be restricted in areas
because of a hazardous
situation; citizens should
use caution or avoid these
areas. Schools and businesses may begin to implement their emergency action plans.
White Level 4 – Caution.
A condition may develop
that limits or hinders travel
or activities in isolated areas. No travel restrictions
have been reported, but
citizens should be alert to
changing conditions.

Holiday Schedule for County Offices Announced
Due to the Christmas holiday, all Allen County offices
will be closed on Thursday,
December 24 and Friday,
December 25. The Board
of Commissioners will not
hold a discussion meeting
on Monday, December 21
and there will be no legislative session on December
25. County offices will re-

open for business on Monday, December 28.
All Allen County offices will
also be closed on Friday,
January 1, for the New
Year’s Day holiday. County
offices will reopen for business on Monday, January
4. The Board of Commissioners will not hold a leg-

islative session on January
1 and there will be no discussion meeting on Monday, December 28.

1st Holiday Cook-Off Winners Announced
The City/County Wellness
Committee would like to
thank and congratulate
everyone for making our
First Annual Holiday CookOff a BIG success!

•

Main Dish: Jeanne
Cook, Spanakopeeta

•

Side Dish: Gayle Cooper, Potato Salad

•

Breads: Sunnie Heddon, Mom’s Yeast
Rolls & Bread

•

Desserts: Linda Meyer,
Sour Cream Coffee
Cake

The following are the People Choice Award Winners:
•

Appetizer: Mary Gomes, Kensington Blvd.Pomegranate Salsa

And the overall winner determined by the dietician
from Parkview Hospital
was Liz Creech and her
Spinach & Bacon Tartlets.
Liz’s recipe can be found
on the last page of the
ACE.

The ACE
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Be “Green” On the Holiday Scene
By Kira Blacketor, ACSWD Education Coordinator

During the holiday season
Americans produce 25%
more trash compared to
any other time of the
year. The Allen County
Solid Waste Management
District encourages residents to utilize our community’s recycling programs in efforts to reduce
waste during the holiday
season. Here are some
helpful holiday tips.
Electronics can be recycled at Omni Source located at 1143 Fairview
Avenue. Items such as:
computers, televisions,
CD players, stereo receivers/tape decks, video
game consoles, VCR’s &
DVD players can be recycled. For more information call 449-7878 or visit
our website

www.acwastewatcher.org.

The following holiday
items can be recycled:

The following holiday
items can NOT be recycled:

•

Non-metallic wrapping paper

•

•

Non-metallic gift bags
(handles removed)

Shiny metallic-coated
wrapping paper & gift
bags

•

Tissue paper

•

Ribbons, bows,
beads, string, garland
and tinsel

•

Rigid plastic packaging (used in electronics and toy packaging)

•

Cardboard with clear
plastic windows

•

Gift boxes

•

Aluminum foil & food
trays (rinsed off)

•

Greeting cards, envelopes, gift cards and
tags

•

Bubble wrap and Styrofoam

2009 calendars (coils
removed)

•

Disposable cups and
tableware

•

These items can be
dropped-off at the recycling locations or placed
in curbside recycling bins.

Christmas tree recycling
information can be found
on the next page.

Video Contest Promotes Recycling in County
For More Information...
To receive more detailed
information about the
contest, please visit the
ACSWD website at
www.acwastewatcher.org
or call 449-7878.

The Allen County Solid
Waste Management District is seeking creative
minds to help spread the
word about recycling in
our community. To do
this, the District is sponsoring a video contest
for Allen County student’s grades 6th
through 12th.
The purpose of the contest is to educate and
inspire the general public
to actively recycle by
changing simple behav-

iors and taking advantage of local recycling
opportunities.
Interested students are
encouraged to make a
30 second video and
submit it to our group
page on You Tube
www.youtube.com/acswmd1

by February 15, 2010.
Participants must also,
complete an entry form
and release form which
can be found on our
website
www.acwastewatcher.org.

Two winners will be chosen by a panel of judges
selected by the District.
The first prize winner will
receive a Dell netbook
courtesy of Best Buy.
The second prize winner
will receive a Apple iPod
16GB MP3 Player courtesy of National Serv-all.
Selected videos will be
used for educational purposes including: Internet
sites, conferences and
events, television, and
other media outlets.

The ACE
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County Happenings

Allen Co. 4-H Leaders received the 2009 Indiana
Community Support Award from the Joint Family
Program Advisory Council on Nov. 5. They had
worked with the Air National Guard and Army Reserve Family Readiness Groups in Fort Wayne to
provide programs during the military families
events. Pictured with the 4-H Leaders is Maj.
Lance Hopper, 122nd Force Support Squadron.

Commissioner Nelson Peters (above) discusses
the County’s top priorities for the 2010 Legislative
Session of the Indiana General Assembly with local
lawmakers during the County’s Annual Legislative
Reception on Dec. 3 at the Allen Co. Courthouse.

After a brief relocation, the Wayne Township Assessor’s
Office is back in Room 242. The offices were renovated
by the County’s Building and Grounds Maintenance Dept.
as part of the reorganization of assessing duties involving
other townships and the Allen County Assessor’s Office.
When the entire project is finished, all departments involved with property assessment in the County will be
located on the CCB’s 2nd floor.
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If your department is celebrating an accomplishment or doing something good in the community, send along a picture and information to
the “ACE” for future editions!

County Commissioner Linda Bloom (left) shows off new handrail balusters installed as part of the $2.8 million Tecumseh St.
Bridge restoration project. The bridge was opened to traffic on
Dec. 4. The work included a new reinforced concrete driving
surface, new drainage in the bottom of arch rings and new ornamental lighting.

United Way of Allen County
honored nine Literacy Champions, nicknamed the
“Readies,” for their work with
Learn United on Nov. 11.
Among those recognized
were (top) County Commissioner Bill Brown for his work
to promote the Real Men
Read effort and United Way’s
literacy initiatives and
(bottom) the Allen County
Prosecutor’s Office and its
employees who volunteer for
Real Men Read, summer
school or as breakfast readers. Learn United is a tenyear effort to ensure all Allen
County students read at
grade level by the end of third
grade.

Terri Berry (right) uses sign
language to communicate
with her training partner during a recent mask fit test
training at the Public Safety
Academy. Terri and other
court staff attended as part
of the court’s ongoing efforts
in the COOP planning process.

The ACE
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Employee News: The Latest News About You!
New Employees
•

Robin Rogers and Tiffany Barker have been hired as Permit Clerks in the Allen County Building Department.
Robin has several years of administrative/clerical/bookkeeping experience. Tiffany will be moving over from the
Highway Department, where she has been a part-time employee.

Accomplishments & Awards
•

Allen County Safety Committee recognition was recently issued to Jerry Westendorf. Jerry was involved in an accident while driving a County vehicle when another driver ran a red light and struck Jerry’s vehicle. Because Jerry
had properly donned his safety seat-belt, he avoided any injury to himself despite the fact that his vehicle was totaled. Jerry was recognized for paying attention to his personal safety and safe work practices.

•

Laura Roberts, Jill Weikart, and Laura Boltz with the Allen County Assessor’s Office passed the IAAO 101 class
in pursuit of their Level 3 certification.

•

Vickie Hadley, CFCS, Consumer and Family Science Educator, was honored with the following three achievements: Indiana Extension Educators Association Consumer and Family Science Team Award for “Where Does Your
Money Go?”; Epsilon Sigma Phi Team Award for “Where Does Your Money Go?”; 15-year service award from the
Indian Extension Educators Association.

•

Sharri Hays with the Wayne Township Assessor’s Office passed the IAAO 101 class. Tammy Smith, also with
Wayne Township Assessor, passed the IAAO 101 & IAAO 151 classes.

Anniversaries
•

Recent anniversaries within the Allen County Highway Department: Larry Gerardot and Greg Williams celebrated
10 years; Dennis Gordon 30 years; and Jeff Berndt 35 years.

Retirements
•

Rick Rhymer, a South Barn Supervisor, retired from the Highway Department on September 30 after 34 years of
service.

•

Donna Smith retired from the Highway Department November 1 after a total of 30 years. Donna began as the
County Mail Person and concluded her career as the Clerk/Dispatcher.

Weddings
•

Tiffany Wroblewski Barker in the Highway Department had her wedding on September 19.

• Congratulations to Allen County Council member Larry Brown. He and Deb Andrus tied the
knot on October 24.

About the ACE
The Allen County Employees’
newsletter (The ACE) is published
bimonthly by the Allen County
Public Information Office.
Information, inquiries and story
ideas may be sent to The Allen
County Commissioners Office,
c/o The ACE, 1 E. Main St.,
Room 200, Fort Wayne, IN
46802.
Submissions may also be made
to:

We’re on the Web at

michael.green@allencounty.us

www.allencounty.us

County Cookin’
Spinach Bacon Tartlets
Submitted by Liz Creech, Winner of the City-County Wellness Committee Holiday Cook-Off
Ingredients:

Directions:

•

1 pkg (8 oz) reduced fat-free
cream cheese

•

1 egg white

•

1/2 cup frozen chopped spinach, thawed & squeezed dry

•

3 tbsp chopped green onion
(white part only)

In a small bowl, beat the first 6 ingredients until blended. Spoon filling
into tart shells. Place on an ungreased baking sheet. Bake at 350
degrees for 10 minutes. Sprinkle
with bacon. Bake 2-5 minutes longer
or until filling is set and shells are
slightly browned. Serve warm.
Makes 2 1/2 dozen.

•

1 tsp salt-free seasoning blend

•

1/2 tbsp ground nutmeg

•

2 pkgs frozen miniature phyllo
tart shells

•

3 turkey bacon strips, diced &
cooked

Nutrition info for 1 tartlet:
• 46 calories
• 3g fat (1g saturated fat)
• 7mg cholesterol
• 64mg sodium
• 3g carb
• Trace fiber
• 2g protein

If you have a recipe you’d like to
share in the next edition of “The
ACE,” send it to:
michael.green@allencounty.us

