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Major Reorganization Underway in City-County Building
Assessor moves to 2nd floor; Treasurer & Recorder being relocated
Thanks to the 2008 General Assembly and the voters of Allen County, the
County Assessor’s office is
undergoing a major reorganization.

County Assessor Stacey
O’Day’s reorganization
plan resulted in the combining of some township
offices. For example, one
office handles residential
property for both St. JoThe County Assessor will
now handle assessing du- seph and Adams Townships. Other offices handle
ties for 19 of the 20 townships in Allen County. The specific assessing duties,
exception is Wayne Town- such as for personal propship, where voters chose to erty or commercial real
keep their township asses- estate.
sor’s office intact.
“Change is never easy,
and these are some parIn the past, several township assessors had offices ticularly big changes,“
O’Day said. “But the staff
on the second floor of the
has worked hard to make
City-County Building.

It’s Not Too Late to Get
Your Flu Shot
Details on Page 5

The County Assessor’s office is
temporarily on the 2nd floor in
the old human resources office
the transition as smooth as
possible.”
The structure of the assessor’s office isn’t the only
thing changing. The physical location of the office
will be different as well.

(continued on page 2)
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The numbers are in and by
all accounts, 2008 was another record-breaking year
for the Allen County War
Memorial Coliseum.
The three primary indicators -- event use days, attendance and economic
impact -- were all up over
2007 figures.
“We continue to work as
hard as we can to maintain
existing and bring in new
business and events for
the people of Allen County
and the surrounding area,
to enjoy,” said Memorial
Coliseum General Manger

Randy L. Brown.
For 2008, building event
use days rose 9% percent
to 1,769. Attendance also
increased 9% to 1,095,581
visitors, marking the 18th
straight year of welcoming
more than 1 million visitors.
The economic impact of
the facility rose by over
16%, generating more than
$101 million into the local
economy.
Event highlights for 2008
included the recordbreaking “Walking with Dinosaurs” show, the
Komets’ run to the Turner

The Fort Wayne Komets’ Turner
Cup Championship run was one of
the many highlights of 2008 for the
Memorial Coliseum
Cup championship, and the
inaugural season of the
Mad Ants.

(continued on page 2)
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Assessor’s Office Changes (continued from page 1)

The old Assessor’s Office on
the first floor will eventually be
the new home of the County
Treasurer

The County Assessor’s
office has temporarily relocated to the old Human
Resources office on the
2nd floor of the City-County
Building. It will eventually
occupy the space that currently houses the Recorder’s office directly
across the hall. The
county’s Maintenance Department will be removing
walls and doing other re-

modeling work to house
the expanded office.
But before that can happen, renovation work must
be completed on the former Assessor’s office on
the 1st floor. When that is
finished, Treasurer Sue
Orth and her staff will move
over from their current office right next door. The
Treasurer’s office will then
be remodeled and made

ready for County Recorder
John McGauley and his
workers to move into.
Building Manager Dan
Freck said the entire project is expected to be completed sometime in July or
August. The estimated
cost of the project is
$250,000 with the money
coming from the county’s
cumulative capital development fund.

Record-Breaking Year for Coliseum (continued from page 1)

New to Memorial Coliseum in
2008 was this state-of-the-art
video scoreboard installed over
the summer

Among the top musical
acts at the Coliseum in
2008 were concerts by
Rascal Flatts, Three Days
Grace & Breaking Benjamin, Reba McEntire and
Kelly Clarkson, and
“American Idols Live.”
Other highly successful
events included a live televised World Wrestling Entertainment “Monday Night
RAW” show, the Pacers vs.

Bulls preseason NBA
game, IPFW vs. Michigan
State men’s basketball, the
Sarah Palin “Road to Victory” rally, and two Vera
Bradley outlet sales.
Last year also marked the
final year for professional
baseball at Memorial Stadium. Fort Wayne’s singleA Midwest League team,
now known as the Tincaps,
will begin playing their

home games this season
at the new Parkview Field,
part of the downtown Harrison Square development
project. Memorial Stadium,
which is owned by the Coliseum, will be demolished
later this year and the area
used for extra parking for
Coliseum events.

“Study Connection” Still Needing Volunteers
Fort Wayne Community
Schools’ “Study Connection” is still in need of volunteers for its weekly program in the City-County
Building.

Trai Essex, Harding graduate
and member of the Super Bowl
Champion Pittsburgh Steelers,
signs autographs for kids involved in “Study Connection”

Study Connection was
founded in 1989 and incorporated as part of FWCS in
1992. It has garnered national acclaim as a highly

successful education/
business partnership.
Each week, students who
have been identified by
teachers as needing extra
help are bussed to the
workplace of their tutors.
Tutor and student spend
one hour together per
week. Tutors offer homework assistance but even

more importantly, the interest and focused attention
of a caring adult.
The City-County Building’s
Study Connection program
happens every Monday at
3:30 p.m. in the basement
cafeteria. Volunteer application forms are available
in the County Commissioners’ office.

Page 3

The ACE

Volume 2, Issue 1

The “Heart” Truth
By Deb Hudson, County Insurance Manager

Here’s What You Can Do:
•

Don’t smoke

•

Control your blood
pressure

•

Control your cholesterol

•

Maintain a healthy
weight

•

Exercise regularly

•

Eat a low-fat diet

•

Take care of diabetes

•

Be aware of chest pain

•

Know your family
history

The Heart Truth is a national campaign sponsored
by the National Heart,
Lung, and Blood Institute
(NHLBI) and partner organizations to make
women aware of the danger of heart disease. The
campaign’s goal is to give
women a personal and urgent wakeup call about
their risk of heart disease.

Every woman needs to
know about heart disease.
The Heart Truth is that
heart disease is the #1 killer of American women. In
addition, heart disease can
lead to disability and a significantly decreased quality
of life.

to heart disease are smoking, high blood pressure,
high cholesterol, family
history and age. Although
you can’t do much about
your family history or age,
you can make lifestyle
changes to avoid many of
the other risk factors.

The Heart Truth is that
women often don’t take
their risk of heart disease
The centerpiece of The
seriously—or personally.
Heart Truth is the Red
Women often fail to make
Dress, which was introthe connection between
duced as the national sym- risk factors and their own
bol for women and heart
chance of developing heart
disease awareness in 2002 disease.
by the NHLBI. The Red
Heart disease affects 1 in 4
Dress reminds women of
women in the U.S. For both
the need to protect their
men and women, the bigheart health, and inspires
gest factors that contribute
them to take action.

The Heart Truth starts with
you. Talk to your doctor,
find out your risk, and take
action today to lower it.
If you haven’t completed a
Health Risk Assessment or
it’s been a year since you
have, call the Employee
Health Clinic at 449-8660.
The HRA will identify your
individual risk factors for
heart disease, as well as
many other chronic, often

First HRA Drawing Winner of ‘09
Congratulations to Renee
Buettner in the County Assessor’s Office! She is the
first winner of the Health
Risk Assessment drawing
in 2009. Renee won a
$100 Mastercard gift card.
For 2009, individuals who
complete their HRA will be
eligible for that month’s
drawing of a $100 Mastercard gift card. The Health
Risk Assessment is a valuable tool that gives you a

snap shot of “evidence”
about what is happening
within your body.
With this information, you
can affect your health story
and optimize your current
and future health. Those
who are enrolled in a
County health plan are eligible for this free benefit. It
is free under all the medical options, both the traditional plan and the HSA
plans.

Contact the Employee
Health Clinic at Extension
8660 to arrange for your
appointment today.
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County, City Employees Answer Red Cross Call for Help
43 units of blood donated during emergency drive
The Red Cross said it
needed the help of Allen
County and City of Fort
Wayne employees. And
even on short notice,
those workers did not
disappoint.

55 county and city employees
showed up to donate at an emergency Red Cross blood drive on
Jan. 16. 43 productive units were
collected.

At an emergency blood
drive held January 16 at
the City-County Building,
43 productive units of
blood were collected to
help the Red Cross replenish its dwindling
blood supply. 55 employees presented to donate
during the event.

“We had lost blood drives
due to the ice, snow and
power outages, which
made the need for blood
and blood products even
more demanding,” said
Kathy Workinger, Red
Cross Blood Services
Coordinator.
“Approximately 129 patients will benefit from the
units collected at the CityCounty Building.”
Because of the success
of the emergency drive,
the County Commission-

ers have given their approval to host two blood
drives at the City-County
Building on an annual
basis starting in 2010. In
previous years, one blood
drive was held in June.
The next blood drive at
the CCB is scheduled for
Tuesday, June 9, from 8
a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Omni
Room. More details and
scheduling information
will be provided in the
March/April edition of
“The ACE.”

It’s Not Too Late to Get Your Flu Shot
By John Silcox, Communications Director, FW-AC Dept. of Health

For More
Information...
Contact your private
physician or visit
www.fighttheflu.org for a
list of area flu clinics. For
information about
children’s flu vaccine,
contact the Health
Department’s
Immunization Clinic at
449-7529.

If you didn’t get a flu shot
yet, don’t fret. Getting
vaccinated today can still
help protect you and
others, says Allen
County Health Commissioner Dr. Deborah
McMahan.
Most years, flu season
doesn't peak until February or March and can
run until late spring. A flu
shot starts protecting in
just a few weeks, so
there’s till time for a flu
shot to pay off if you get
it now, McMahan says.
"It’s not just our most

vulnerable citizens - the
young, the elderly, and
those with compromised
immune systems – who
need a flu shot every
year,” McMahan says.
"All of us who are able
should receive a flu shot
to protect ourselves and
those with whom we live,
work and play. We
shouldn’t forget that
every year people die
from influenza.”
Influenza, or the "the
flu," is a viral infection of
the respiratory tract. The
illness it causes is more

severe than a common
cold and can include
symptoms such as a
high fever, cough, sore
throat, runny or stuffy
nose, as well as muscle
aches and extreme fatigue.
Most people who get the
flu recover completely in
a week or two, but some
people develop serious
and potentially lifethreatening medical
complications, such as
pneumonia.
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2009 County Wellness Benefit Summary
Effective January 1, 2009,
County employees enrolled
in a County health plan will
enjoy an $800 wellness
benefit.

For More Information
To learn more about the
County’s Wellness
Benefits, contact
Insurance Manager Deb
Hudson at Ext. 7689.

This benefit is designed to
help you achieve a healthier lifestyle through preventive health care, improved
activity, and making
healthy choices. All three
health plans include this
benefit, the traditional Plan
1 and both HSA plans.
Each of the benefits within
the wellness benefit is paid
on a reimbursement basis. Submit your itemized
receipts to Pro-Claim for
reimbursement as frequently as you wish –
monthly, quarterly, or
yearly.

Gym Memberships

Weight Loss Programs

Basic gym memberships at
a fitness center or gym are
covered for you and your
covered spouse on the
County health plan. Membership charges for you
and your covered spouse
will be divided so that half
of the membership is applied to each person’s wellness allotment of $800.
Not covered are memberships for children (except
for “family” memberships
that include you and your
spouse), home fitness
equipment, classes for additional charge at a gym or
fitness center, personal
trainer or coaching, sport
clubs, spas and gym options and fees not related
to basic membership.

Programs designed to educate about nutrition and
weight loss are covered,
along with acupuncture
and FDA approved prescribed medications. Not
covered are Nutrisystem,
food for dieting and OptiFast.
Smoking Cessation
Covered items include acupuncture, over-the-counter
cessation aids, prescription
medications and cessation
classes.
Miscellaneous items not
covered include nutritional
supplements, athletic
shoes and exercise apparel.

Changes Proposed in Operation of Youth Services Center
Changes to the funding
structure for Indiana’s juvenile services are leading
the Allen County Commissioners to look at possible
privatization of Youth Services Center’s two group
homes.
New state policy could result in the
privatization of two group homes operated by Allen County Youth Services
Center.

As part of last year’s property tax law passed by the
General Assembly, the
costs for juvenile services
are being shifted from the
counties to the state. But
the Indiana Department of
Child Services would not
be required to pay costs of
any services, programs or

placements to facilities that
are not eligible to receive
federal reimbursement.
“For a public entity like Allen County government to
be eligible for federal reimbursement, the total licensed capacity for its facilities cannot exceed 25
juveniles,” said Christopher
Dunn, the executive director of Youth Services Center. “Here in Allen County,
our shelter and the two
group homes have a licensed capacity totaling
56.”

The Board of Commissioners is considering a proposal to privatize the operations of the Yoder and
Kryder Group Homes –
each of which have a licensed capacity of 10 juveniles – and reduce the capacity of the YSC shelter
from 36 to 25. Work is underway to develop a request for proposals from
the private sector. The
state has given counties a
deadline of June 30 to become eligible for federal
reimbursement.
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2009 Allen County
4-H FISH FRY &
CARNIVAL
With Silent Auction
Adult Meal $8.00

Saturday
April 18, 2009
4:00—7:00 p.m.
or until sold out
4-H Exhibit & Home
Loan Buildings
Allen County
Fairgrounds
2726 Carroll Road

Child Meal (6-11) $6.50
Dine in meals
children under 5—FREE
Broasted fish, potato
wedges, chicken strips,
applesauce or cole slaw,
roll, butter, tartar sauce,
dessert and a beverage
All Carry Outs $8.00
Meals will be one time
through the line

Fort Wayne
Silent Auction
– Great Items

Carnival Games
and Fun for
kids of all ages
Tickets: $.25

Proceeds benefit
Allen County 4-H
Clubs, Inc

An Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Institution
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Employee News: The Latest News About You!
On the Move
•

The Allen County Election Board would like to introduce Beth Dlug as the new Director of Elections. Beth will be
conducting her first election on April 21 with a SACS referendum.

•

Kitty Morrissey has taken a position with the Auditor’s Office. Kitty previously worked in the Recorder’s Office.

Promotions
•

Crystal Jones was promoted to Property Tax Manager in the Auditor’s Office.

Accomplishments & Awards

•

Randy Brown, Executive Vice President & General Manager of the War Memorial Coliseum, has been nominated
for Second Vice Chair of the International Association of Assembly Managers for 2009-2010. He will also serve four
years in a senior capacity on the association’s Board of Directors.

•

Bev Zuber, Wayne Township Assessor, passed the IAAO 151 examination. This is Bev’s fifth IAAO certification.

•

Sam Walker, Wayne Township Chief Deputy Assessor, passed the IAAO 151 examination. This is Sam’s fifth IAAO
certification.

•

Sharri Hayes, Wayne Township Real Estate Appraisal Deputy, passed the IAAO 400 examination.

•

Tammy Smith, Wayne Township Real Estate Records Deputy, passed the Level I & II Indiana Assessor-Appraiser
examinations.

Retirements
•

Don Baral, a plumbing inspector for Allen County since June, 1998, retired from the Building Department on January 29. Don began working for the county after a career with several local plumbing contractors.
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Commissioner Nelson Peters discussed the State of Allen County
with the Downtown Rotary Club on
January 12. He outlined the
achievements of 2008 and projects
for 2009. (Photo courtesy Tony
McNair)

Newly-elected County Treasurer Sue Orth is
sworn into office by County Clerk Therese Brown
during Inauguration Ceremonies December 31 at
the Allen County Courthouse. Also sworn in
were Allen Circuit Court Judge Thomas Felts;
Superior Court Judges John Surbeck, Stanley
Levine and Fran Gull; County Commissioner
Nelson Peters; County Council Members Robert
Armstrong, Roy Buskirk and Paul Moss; Coroner
Dr. Jon Brandenberger; and Surveyor Al Frisinger.
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If your department is celebrating an accomplishment or doing something good in the community, send along a picture and information to
the “ACE” for our next edition!

Allen County Commissioner Bill Brown and other local leaders
attend a news conference to ask 35 more men to join them and
volunteer for the reading project called Real Men Read. Real
Men Read is part of Learn United – a community effort to close
the third grade reading achievement gap, or the gap between
those who can and those who cannot read at grade level. Anyone wanting to volunteer should log onto www.LearnUnited.org
or call United Way of Allen County at 422-4776. (Photo courtesy
Mary Tyndall)

On January 16, Benjamin
Franklin (bottom right), John
Adams and Thomas Jefferson
showed up at the Allen County
Courthouse for a community
reading of the Declaration of
Independence. The event was
the kickoff to The Remnant
Trust at IPFW, an exhibition of
over 900 manuscripts, books,
pamphlets and related documents on subjects related to
individual liberty and human
dignity. County Commissioner
Linda Bloom (top right) spoke
at the event. The Remnant
Trust will be on exhibit at
IPFW’s Helmke Library
through the spring semester.

About the ACE
The Allen County Employees’
newsletter (The ACE) is published
every other month by the Allen County
Public Information Office.
Information, inquiries and story
ideas may be sent to The Allen
County Commissioners Office,
c/o The ACE, 1 E. Main St.,
Room 200, Fort Wayne, IN
46802.
Submissions may also be made
to:

We’re on the Web at

michael.green@allencounty.us

www.allencounty.us

County Cookin’

Recipes from County Employees

No Bake Graham Cracker Cheesycake
Submitted by Mike Green, Commissioners’ Office

Ingredients:
•

Low fat graham crackers

•

8 oz. fat free cream cheese,
softened

•

1 cup cold skim milk

•

2 tbsp. lemon juice

•

1 small box sugar-free instant
vanilla pudding

•

8 oz. fat free Cool Whip

•

1 can lite pie filling (any flavor)

Directions:
Line the bottom of a 9 x 13 pan
with whole graham crackers. Beat
the cream cheese until smooth.

Add milk and lemon juice to the
cream cheese and beat until smooth.
Stir in pudding mix, then fold in Cool
Whip. Spread half of cream cheese
mixture over graham crackers. Repeat with another layer of graham
crackers and cream cheesed mixture. Spread pie filling over top. Refrigerate for graham crackers to soften.

If you have a recipe you’d like
to share in the next edition of
“The ACE,” send it to:
michael.green@allencounty.us

