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City-County Blood Drive Exceeds Goals
Employees of Allen County
and the City of Fort Wayne
concluded one of their
most successful Red Cross
blood drives on June 10.
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According to the Red
Cross, 82 people showed
up to participate at the City
-County Building, surpassing the original goal of 50.
The Red Cross was able to
collect 75 productive units
of blood from those who
were able to donate, beating the original goal of 40
units. 17 people were firsttime donors.
Advanced scheduling on
the part of employees was
so great, the Red Cross

found it necessary to bring
in its mobile blood donation
vehicle to help collect
blood.
“This was the best drive we
have had since the drives
were started at the CityCounty Building,” according to Kathy Workinger with
the American Red Cross.
“The blood collected has
the potential of helping up
to 213 sick and injured patients in the region.”
This was the seventh year
for the summer blood drive,
sponsored by the Allen
County Commissioners
and the City of Fort Wayne.

City and County employees roll up
their sleeves to give blood during the
Red Cross Blood Drive June 10

The Red Cross Bloodmobile was
called in to assist with the overwhelming employee response

Fairgrounds Building Dedicated to Former
Councilman, Commissioner Jack McComb
At a ceremony May 21, the
Administration Building of
the Allen County Fairgrounds was dedicated in
honor of former County
Councilman and Commissioner Jack D. McComb.
“I think it’s fair to say we
wouldn’t be here today and
have this wonderful facility
for our County had it not
been for the hard work of
many people – and chief
among them was Jack
McComb,” said Commissioner Linda Bloom.

McComb served on the
Allen County Council from
1981 to 1992 and as a
County Commissioner from
1993 until his death in
2000.
A plaque unveiled at the
ceremony recognized
McComb for “his dedicated
service to the citizenry of
Allen County and his work
to establish and support
the Allen County Fairgrounds.”
“Of all the things he did for
this County, the one that
Jack was probably proud-

Kay McComb (l) and Commissioner
Linda Bloom unveil the plaque
honoring Jack McComb
est of was his work on behalf of the Fairgrounds,”
said Bloom.
(Cont’d on page 2)
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County Government Establishes “YouTube” Channel
Allen County Government
now has its own channel
on the online video website
“YouTube.”

County Government now has
its own YouTube channel

The “Allen County Info”
channel was added to YouTube in early June. Among
the contents is a segment
profiling the Allen County
Courthouse that has aired
on the “County Line” public
access television program.
Also, segments from the
County Health Department’s new DVD on prop-

erly maintaining septic systems have been added.
The Public Information Office plans to upload more
videos produced in-house
and in cooperation with
Public Access Television as
they become available.
Founded in February 2005,
YouTube is the leader in
online video, and the premier destination to watch
and share original videos

worldwide through a Web
experience.
“By using YouTube, we
can get more information
about the people, places
and things that make up
Allen County Government
to a broader audience
through an exciting new
medium,” said Mike Green,
Public Information Director.
The address for the
County’s site is http://
youtube.com/user/
allencountyinfo

Fairgrounds Building Dedicated (cont’d from page 1)
“Jack really cared about young
people and that was a big
reason he was so supportive of
the Fairgrounds.”
Kay McComb, wife of Jack
McComb

Among those attending the
event were members of
McComb’s family, including
his wife Kay, who helped
unveil the plaque.
“Jack really cared about
young people and that was
a big reason he was so
supportive of the Fairgrounds,” she said.

Also at the ceremony, the
deed to the Fairgrounds
property was turned over to
the Fairgrounds’ board of
directors. The board already owned the buildings
on the property.
Fairgrounds Board President Jerry
Hammon accepts the deed for the
Fairgrounds property from Commissioner Linda Bloom

“Walking with Dinosaurs” Sets Coliseum Attendance Records

“Walking with Dinosaurs” visited
the Allen County War Memorial
Coliseum May 28-June 1

The seven-performance
run of the show “Walking
with Dinosaurs – The Live
Experience” has set a new
attendance record for a
family show event at the
Allen County War Memorial
Coliseum.
Over 20,000 people wit-

nessed 15 life-sized dinosaurs roaming the Coliseum arena floor during
those seven performances,
May 28 through June 1.
That is the largest number
of visitors to attend a multiday or multi-performance
run of a family show event

in the Coliseum’s 56-year
history.
“We want to extend our
thanks to the thousands of
visitors who witnessed this
amazing spectacle inside
our arena,” said Memorial
Coliseum General Manager Randy Brown.
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“Focus On Health” Holds Kickoff at CCB
The City-County Building
hosted the kick off event
for this year’s annual
“Focus on Health” on April
15.

Focus on Health provided
free health checks including blood pressure, vision,
height/weight, and colorectal screening kits, as well
as a wide variety of exhibitors with health information.

For the first time, Focus on
Health offered PSA
(Prostatic Specific Antigen)
and TSH (Thyroid Stimulating Hormone) testing. PSA
tests are used to determine
prostate health. TSH tests
alert you to low or high thyroid levels.

eligible to receive Health
Risk Assessment screenings at no cost at the Allen
County Employee Clinic.
Contact the Clinic at 4498660 to schedule an appointment.
Commissioner Bill Brown joins
others in learning about the health
risks of smoking at the “Focus
on Health” April 15

Employees and their dependents who participate in
one of the County’s health
insurance plans are also

Newest Information Kiosk Installed at CCB
Visitors looking for a place
to eat, shop or spend the
night in Fort Wayne and
Allen County can now get
finger-tip access to that
information at the CityCounty Building.
The Fort Wayne-Allen
County Convention and
Visitors Bureau recently

installed the newest addition to its “Info Fort Wayne”
kiosk system on the first
floor of the CCB at the
building’s south exit. It’s
the eighth kiosk installed
by the CVB throughout the
city.
The electronic information
touch-screens feature

maps, a calendar of
events, lists of attractions,
hotels and more. In addition, new content about
Allen County has been
added to the system including the makeup of
county government, the
county’s park system and
information on several
communities.

A new “Info Fort Wayne” kiosk
has been installed on the first floor
of the City-County Building

Safety Tip: Cell Phones Too Much of a Distraction for Drivers
By Cathy Serrano, County Risk Manager
Cell phone usage while
driving is extremely hazardous. How many of us
have observed distracted
people weaving across
lanes and running red
lights, only to pull up even
with them in traffic and see
them talking on their cell
phone or texting while they

drive? As the County Risk
Manager, I’d like to ask all
County employees to
please not use their cell
phones while driving,
whether they are in a
County-owned vehicle or
their own personal car.
When you are paged or
your cell phone rings, pull

your vehicle over into a
parking lot or side street
where you can safely return that phone call. Taking
those few extra minutes to
be safe could literally mean
the difference between
staying healthy and avoiding possible life-threatening
injury.

Avoid driving under the influence
of your cell phone
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Air Quality Task Force Kicks Off Annual “Clean Air Force”
Campaign

Commissioner Nelson Peters
speaks on the importance of clean
air at the start of the annual
“Clean Air Force” campaign

For it’s annual Clean Air
Force campaign, the Allen
County Air Quality Task
Force will be focusing on
some new initiatives such
as a “No Idling” program at
select local schools and
publicly owned facilities,
marketing to encourage
bicycling /walking as an
alternative to driving, and
education about the
change of the 8-hour
ozone standard by the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency.

The Air Quality Task Force
is also currently developing
a television commercial
that will be used to promote walking and bicycling
as an alternative to driving,
especially for short trips.
Public dollars continue to
be allocated to the construction of additional trails
and sidewalks in Allen
County to accommodate
these modes of transportation.

Visitors to the Clean Air
Force Web site
(www.thecleanairforce.org)
can check the area’s current air quality conditions
and forecasts, sign up to
receive Air Quality Action
Day Alerts by e-mail and
learn ways to help Fort
Wayne and Allen County
have cleaner air.

Big Losers Could Be Big Winners in “Fat Chance” Contest

“Fat Chance; the Biggest Loser
Competition” began with weighins on June 18

A new program has been
put together by the Human
Resources Departments of
Allen County and the City
of Fort Wayne called “Fat
Chance; the Biggest Loser
Competition.”

the summer. Those who
are successful could actually gain weight – in their
wallets – as the top three
“losers” will be awarded
cash prizes at the end of
the competition.

ners will be determined by
their weigh-in that week.

The ten-week contest
serves as a motivational
tool to help people who
want to lose weight over

The contest began June 18
with 67 participants weighing-in. It will end the week
of August 15 and the win-

Contact the County Human
Resources Department for
more information.

A Fat Chance Reunion and
Awards Ceremony will be
held October 16 in Room
350 for those who participated in the competition.

19th Allen County Fair Starts July 22
You can get more
information about this
year’s Allen County Fair
on the Web at
allencountyfairfw.org

The 19th annual Allen
County Fair will run from
July 22-27 at the Allen
County Fairgrounds on
Carroll Road.
This year’s events include
the Miss Allen County
Scholarship Pageant, motorcycle races, a contrac-

tors’ rodeo, fireworks, a
demolition derby, various
musical performances and
the popular midway rides.
The Fair is a joint venture
of the Allen County Fairgrounds and Allen County
4-H Clubs. The event was
created to showcase the

youth of 4-H and their projects. It also provides a
community event that is
centered around family
togetherness and values.
If you are interested in being a Fair volunteer, call
Jerry Hammon at 6324143.
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Greer Takes Helm as County Purchasing Director
William F. (Bill) Greer, who has over 30 years experience in purchasing
and materials management, is the new Purchasing Director for Allen
County.
Greer, who came to Fort Wayne from Conroe, Texas, began his new job
May 27. He succeeds Bruce Little, who retired on March 8 after a 30year career in Allen County Government.

Bill Greer joined Allen County
Government as Purchasing Director
on May 27

“We need to get the County
much more involved in eprocurement and
cooperative agreements with
other municipalities in order
for us to really maximize
savings.”
Bill Greer, Allen Co.
Purchasing Director

Most recently, Greer served as Procurement Manager for the County of
Cochise, Arizona. During his time in that position, his department was
awarded the National Purchasing Institute’s 2007 Achievement of Excellence in Procurement Award. The annual award recognizes excellence
in public procurement and is based on innovation, professionalism, productivity, e-procurement and leadership.
One of Greer’s goals in Allen County is to modernize the purchasing
department. “We need to get the County much more involved in eprocurement and cooperative agreements with other municipalities in
order for us to really maximize savings,” he said.
Greer also wants to maximize the use of County procurement cards and
have his department much more involved in the purchasing activities of
other departments.
Greer’s professional experience includes 15 years with Houston Light &
Power Company in Houston, Texas as Project Materials Management
Supervisor and Purchasing and Materials Management Supervisor. He
has also served as Chief of Logistics Division for the U.S. Army Intelligence Center & School at Ft. Huachuca, Arizona, and Senior Buyer for
Magma Copper Company in Tucson, Arizona.

Voluntary Flexible Scheduling Being Studied by Commissioners

County employees can
provide input on the subject of
voluntary flexible scheduling
by contacting their department
head or the Commissioners’
Office.
Email:
commissioner@allencounty.us
Phone: 449-7555

Allen County Commissioners are considering ways to ease the burden of high gas
prices on County Government as a whole and, more importantly, its employees. One
idea gaining interest in the private sector involves allowing employees to work longer
days over a shortened work week. Commissioners have asked their department heads
to begin evaluating whether such voluntary flexible scheduling could be instituted in their
departments. The department heads will be gauging interest among staff members and
examining whether their staffing levels are such that flexible scheduling could be undertaken with no reduction in the level of service provided to the public and at no extra cost
to the County.
Commissioners expect to hear back from department heads and determine whether any
of those departments might be suitable to participate in a trial run. At the end of that trial
run, the heads of those departments would report back to Commissioners, who would
then determine whether to go forward with establishing guidelines that cover voluntary
flexible scheduling for all departments which the Commissioners oversee. Those guidelines would not affect departments of other County elected officials.
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Employee News: The Latest News About You!
New Employees
•

New to the Allen Circuit Court Clerk’s Office: Sarah Perkins, Records Deputy III in the Misdemeanor and Traffic Division; Andrew Knoch, Records Deputy III in the Small Claims Division; and Theresa Liggett, Records Deputy III in
the Small Claims Division.

•

Erin Dubose is a new systems operator in Voter Registration.

•

The Allen County Juvenile Center welcomes the following: Melinda Shively, Admissions Dispatch; Toshiba Smith,
Youth Care Worker; Timothy Townsend, Youth Care Worker; Albert Thomas, Youth Care Worker; Ghani Zahir,
Youth Care Worker; and Herman Curry, Youth Care Worker.

Moving
•

Toshua Manuel has moved over to the Central Services Division of the Circuit Court Clerk’s Office.

Retirements
•

Elaine Seifert, a 24-year employee of the Allen County Recorder’s Office, is retiring June 30.

Accomplishments & Awards
•

Laura Roberts, Chief Deputy of Cedar Creek Assessor’s Office, received her Level II Indiana Assessor-Appraiser
Certification on April 25.

•

Ken Lawless, Real Estate Deputy in the Cedar Creek Assessor’s Office, received his Level II Indiana AssessorAppraiser Certification on April 25.

•

Leisa Elser-Patrick, Chief Deputy in the Washington Township Assessor’s Office, passed the Indiana AssessorAppraiser Level II Certification on April 25.

•

Allen County Surveyor Al Frisinger received the President’s Award as Outstanding County Surveyor for 2007 by the
Indiana County Surveyors Association for the second time.

•

Erin Chapla, a Re-entry Officer with the Allen County Juvenile Center, completed her Master’s Degree in Public
Management in May.

Anniversaries
•

Linda SanPietro, a Human Resources Assistant in County HR, celebrated her 10-year anniversary with Allen
County Government on April 27.

•

Roosevelt Tubbs, Jr. celebrated his 10-year anniversary with Allen County Juvenile Center.

Weddings
•

Brian J. Juricak, dispatcher for Community Corrections, and Rachael L. Berry, daughter of Terri Berry, employee
of Allen Circuit Court, were united in marriage on May 17.

Births
•

Martha Hamblin, Records Deputy III in the Records Management Division, gave birth to Tristan Allen on May 20.

•

Greg Peters, a Probation Officer with the Allen County Juvenile Center, and his wife are proud parents of a baby
boy named Cooper who arrived May 16.

In Memoriam
• Long–time Allen Superior Court employee Carla Brooks, 51, passed away on May 30 after battling cancer.
Carla was a dedicated employee of 24 years who served the Court in the capacities of receptionist and secretary.
•

It is with great sadness that we report that Dori Hopkins-Parrish, a public health nurse with the Fort Wayne-Allen
County Department of Health, died on April 29. She was 41.

Sympathies

•

We extend our heartfelt sympathy to Tracy Bibe of the Saint Joseph Township Assessor’s Office on the death of her
mother, Charita “Rita” Yvonne Bibe.

About the ACE
The Allen County Employees’
newsletter (The ACE) is published
quarterly by the Allen County
Public Information Office.
Information, inquiries and story
ideas may be sent to The Allen
County Commissioners Office,
c/o The ACE, 1 E. Main St.,
Room 200, Fort Wayne, IN
46802.
Submissions may also be made
to:

We’re on the Web at

michael.green@allencounty.us

www.allencounty.us

Apple Dapple Cake
Submitted by Judy Heck, Allen County Commissioners’ Office
Mix together:
•

2 cups sugar

•

3 eggs

•

1 cup oil

•

2 teaspoons vanilla

Sift and add:

Employees’
Recipes

•

3 cups flour

•

1 teaspoon soda

•

1 teaspoon salt

Add:
•

3 cups raw, chopped &
peeled apples

•

1 cup nuts

Put in tube or large Bundt
pan, well greased and
floured. Bake 55 minutes
at 350 degrees.

While baking another 5
minutes, make the hot
sauce topping.

Topping ingredients:
•

1 cup brown sugar

•

1 stick butter or margarine

•

1/2 cup milk

Mix and cook for 3 minutes. Pour over the hot
cake and leave in the pan
for two hours. Remove
from pan.

If you have a recipe you’d like
to share in the next edition of
“The ACE,” send it to:
mchael.green@allencounty.us

